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DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS. 



CHAP. XTU. 

Evening Par: continued, 

"O, WHAT a jovial, exhilarating, and elegant 
company do I see," exclaimed the Count, 
" immediately beneath us ! Some uncom- 
mon stroke of wit, or sally of humour, 
must have occasioned the burst of laughter 
which is so loud as even distinctly to reach 
cur elevated situation. How they wave 
their glasses ; nor can they empty them for 
laughing!" " If your present habit of 
astonishment has not weakened the faculty 
of that emoti9n," said Asmodeus, " I may 
venture to prepare you for a very active 
sensation of it* 

" You must know, then, that the apart- 
ment which you are now contemplating, is 
the eating- room of a fine, house belonging 

VOL. m. ' B 
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to a banker in the city, whose ambition it 
is to be a man of fashion at the west end 
of the town. As he had been informed, 
on very good authority, that the first step 
towards attainisng this preeminence, was 
to take a handsome house in a fashionable 
street,— to decorate it with elegant furni- 
ture, — to fill the cellar with a variety of 
i^s^incs,- — and to establish a good cook in 
•the kitchen, — he did not delay to qualify 
himself, according to this recommendation, 
for his entree into high life. Being thus 
prepared to give his elegant entertain- 
ments, it did not require any great exertion 
of Machiavelian policy to procure fashion- 
able people to partake of them ; — and he 
really enjoys a very pretty sprinkle Of 
stylish acquaintance among those who will 
go any where in search of dissipation, and 
familiarize themselves with any one who 
will undertake to procure it for them. — 
Such is the history of the company whom 
you see enjoying an excellent supper, and 
enlivening it with an exuberance of mirth^ 
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«nd both at the banker^s expense/'-^-" But 
i^fith what kind grace/' said Don Cleofas^ 
*^ does he submit to the feeding people to 
laugh at him." " O," answered the De- 
mon, " he is not of the party: — if he 
were, they would lard him with compli- 
.ments, aqd sugar him over 'with flattery ; 
but, as he happens to be absent, their ob- 
servations respecting him are as piquant as 
his ragouts* — ^The fact is, that about half 
an hour previous to the arrival of his com- 
pany, the banker received a letter from one 
of his partners, to request his immediate 
presence in the city, on a matter of the 
greatest importance.* This summons he 
thought it necessary to obey ; and left a 
note to one of the party by way of apology 
for his absence ; intreating them to com- 
mand his house, to consider themselves at 
home, awd to leave him out of their thoughts; 
— all which they have certainly done.— 
But when the supper was finished, and one 
appetite cofnj>letely satisfied, they began to 

think Df gratifying another; and the spirit 

B 2 
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of curiosity began to be busy about the 
probable cause of the banker's absence. — 
Many humourous reasons were assigned ; 
when, at length, it was more seriously 
suggested, that, as there had been .some 
very considerable failures in the city among 
persons in his line of business, he might. 
Very probably, be involved in the misfor- 
tune. This idea produced no small por- 
tion of compassionate raillery, accompa- 
nied with some solemn expressions of 
astonishment at the folly and impertinence 
of those citizens, who quit their counting- 
houses and their counters to ape fashion- 
able life for a few seasorfs, and ^then are 
obliged, by some unsuccessful speculation, 
to return to re- occupy the one, and regain 
their, situation behind the other ; if they 
retain Sufficient credit to be admitted to 
either. It was observed, however, by one 
of the company, that as they might not 
meet again in that room, they should make 
the most of their present privilege. A 
fresh supply of Burgundy and Champagne 
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was ascordingly called for^ and as readil/ 
fcirnished; when a lively sprig of fashion 
said he had a toast to propose, in which he 
was sure they would all most heartily join 
him; and, on their glasses being filled, 
he exclaimed, in a festive accent, — * Here 
is to the banker* s last supper J' and this 
curious jeu d*esprit occasioned the loud 
burst of merriment which attracted your 
attention to the party> The banker will, 
however, be seen again in a day or two^ 
safe and sound; — when this very party 
will insist on another supper to.make thein 
amends for the very great mortification 
they suffered at his absence from the last. 
He will give them full credit for the de-, 
claration of regard, and another evening's 
banquet. will shortly be prepared for them. 
They will then assure him what a melan- 
choly, stupid evening they passed when he 
^was obliged to abandon them : — and the 
silly man will bow and half- blush, and be- 
lieve them." 
y *' Lara really puzzled/' said the Ojunt, 
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" whether I shouid fling my largest por-- 
tion of contempt at the weak, vain citizen 
who provides these entertainments, or the 
unprincipled, unfeeling, insidious, fashion- 
able hypocrites who partake of them.— 
But a moment's reflection gives another 
character to my sentiments. — The banker 
lis but a fool, and contempt may be enough 
for him ; while his con^pany are a set o£ 
base, ungrateful Parasites, and detestation 
is barely sufficient for them. 

" But no moi-e of that:— my attention. 
16 already transferred to a young lady in an 
apartment beautifully adorned with prints,* 
a little to the right of us- She rests hei? 
elbow on the table, and her face on bet 
hand, and has the air of extreme dejec- 
tion : — I hope, however, it does not pro** 
eeed from any misfortune of her own, but 
from some tale of tender fiction, which her 
companion is reading to her." jp. «. 

*^ Tl;fey are two unmarried sisters of 
high rank,'* said the Demon, " who live 
tc>gether > and I am really concerned that 
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I cannot gratify your humanity by the in^ 
formation that her distress arises from any 
sympathy with real or fictitious sorrow.—^ 
It is, alas! all her own; for the unhappy- 
lady has been for some time aiHicted with 
a dropsy, which is daily increasing upoa 
her. But do not be alarmed, my good 
friend, — a few weeks retirement in the 
country, and a skilful midwife^ will rid her 
of the disorder. 

^* In the next house, you must obssrvQ 
a company of fashionable women, who are 
wrapped in the most anxious attention tot 
the discourse of a gentleman dressed in all 
tlie glitter of fashionable elegance." — i 
*^ Apd from the regard with which he ap^ 
pears to -be favoured by his fair audience,** 
answered Don Cleofas, " I should suppose 
that his conversation is as finely embFoi-j 
dered as his clothes.*' " He is," repUe4 
the Demon, '^ a vain, silly coxcomb, of 
some fortune, whose whole merit consist^ 
in an elegant appearance, and whose wholo 
l^nowledge is limited to the chit-chat'.of 
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the day. He is now communicating some 
unpleasant reports of a very intimate fe- 
male friend of the company, which he 
himself believes to be false, and for relating 
which he ought to be kicked out of it : — 
l:)ut such an open ear have some people 
for scandal, that they will hear an imper- 
tinent jackanapes prate upon that subject 
for an hour together with patience, whose 
mouth they would most willingly padlock 
upon any other. 

"In the upper story of the house ad- 
joining, is a man of a very different cha- 
racter, and whose lot^ in life is that of na- 
ture, to furnish a ceftain species of philo- 
sophy with arguments against . the only* 
tource of solid happiness to mortal beings, 
the belief in an over ruling- Provictence: — 
kut though formed for deeds of enmity to 
mankind, I am too sincere a friend to you, 
not to endeavour to guard you against 
those errors in which I would willingly in- 
volve the rest of the human race. 

" This gentleman was the son of an 
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officer in the army, who fell in the field of 
battle, and left this boy^ whose mother had 
died two years before, to the care of an 
elder brother, whose great object in life 
had been to raise a moderate estate by 
continual care and honest parsimony, into 
a large one. The uncle, who had never 
been married, and was a man of a singular 
character, brought him up as his owa 
son, and had made him the heir of his 
fortune. 

" The youth grew up the admiration of 
all who knew him, for his ^n^iable man- 
ners, as well as his uncommon attain- 
ments; but, unluckily for him, he possessed 
also a friendly heart, and a sympathising 
spirit ; for having borrowed a (6v/ guineas 
of his uncle's house- keeper, to make up the 
sum of twenty pounds, in order to relieve 
one of his intimate acquaintance from a 
ruinous embarrassment; the poor woman, 
to please her master, as she thought, with 
this example of his nephew's goodness, 

rielated the circumstance to him. But the 

B 3 
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consequences of this humane information, 
turned out very different indeed from what 
the poor woman looked for, or any benevolent 
person would expect ; — for the old gentle- 
man became outrageous on the occasion- 
accused her of caballing with his nephew 
against him — reprobated his conduct in rile 
most unjust terms— and having dismissed 
her from his service, he immediately altered 
his- will, and left his estates to a distant^ an 
upexpecting, and unworthy relation : so 
that when he died shortly after, the young 
man, instead qf that affluence to which he 
had been educated, found the whole jof his 
fortune to consist of a legacy of five hun-* 
dred pounds^ aiuian annuity of fifty pounds 
a year. . 

** The disappointment he suffered on the 
occasion; disqualified him from attempting* 
any active profession ; he, therefore, after 
remaining some time at the university in: 
a state of studious solitude, took orders,. 
and retired to bury his superior talents and 
qualifications in the curacy of a country 
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village. — He lately came up to town, to 
solicit a vacant living, the patronage of 
which was annexed to that estate whidi had 
been bequeathed from him ; and with a 
degree of cruelty for which the indignation 
of justice cannot find a name, this reason- 
able solicitation was peremptorily refused. 
He is, at present, consoling himself for the 
injustice he has received, by writing a ser- 
mon on charity, which he is engaged to 
preach in behalf of a public institution on 
next Sunday ; when his Christian eloquence 
will obtain that good for others, which will 
make him some amends for the having 
succeeded so ill in procuring it for himself/ 

" This seems to be a house of students,** 
said Don Cleofas, " for, in the apartment 
beneath, there is another gentleman deeply 
engaged in some literary pursuit ; but 
whatever may be bis propensities to study, 
his exterior appearance marks rather the 
man of pleasure than the philosopher. 
Kot that I can discover any reason why a 
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man of learning may not also be a man of 
fashion." 

** These are the very characters," an- 
swered the Demon, " which this gentleman 
wishes to unite ; and though he has talents 
equal to the attainment of his object, he is 
too idle to take the pains necessary to his 
purpose. His application to books is like 
his application to dress ; — he applies to his 
tailor, when he wants new clothes ; and 
he has recourse to his library, when he 
wants- new thoughts. 

" He is going to a snpper, where he will 
meet with some very clever people ; and, 
as a reformation in the slave-trade is a sub- 
ject that, at this time, very much engages 
the attention of the public, he very natu- 
rally concludes that it will become a topic 
qf the evening's conversation ; he is^ there- 
jfore, preparing himself for a little occasional 
display, by reading a part of the history 
of Jamaica which describes the circum- 
stances of negroes in that island; so that 
he will be qualified to speak with some 
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degree of infonnation on the subject ; and 
may^ perhaps, gain the credit of possessing 
a superior acquaintance with a matter of 
which he knows nothing, but what he is 
getting by rote for the occasion. This is 
by no means an uncommon trick ; and 
many have acquired the character of general 
knowledge^ by their precaution in never 
^liveringtheir particular sentiments on any 
subject for which they have not prepared 
themselves. Indeed, among these occa- 
sional readers, even men of celebrity might 
be named, whose reputation is founded on 
the belief that the labour of study has been 
the occupation of their lives/* 

I beg your pardon," said the Count, 

but my attention has been for some time 
engaged with two beautiful young women, 
who are playing at cards with an elderly 
gentleman ; and, from what I see of the 
business, I would not give him the smallest 
piece of coin in this country, for all his 
winnings of the evening." 

^ You are greatly mistaken/' answered 
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the Demon ; *' the party is not engaged 
in play for money, or even for amuse- 
ment, but for their instruction. The 
yoiing ladies, are actually receiving lessons 
from a master, in the different games of 
cards now in fashion ; and by the particular 
desire of their father ; who thinks very sen- 
sibly, that since young persons of their 
situation in life/ cannot always avoid play, 
it is by no means improper that they should 
be so far acquainted with this branch of 
fashionable amusement, as to secure them 
from having their pockets picked, when 
they may be obhged to engage in it." 

" But we will now,'' said the Demon, 
" change our situation :'* and he had no 
sooner made the. proposal, than the Count 
found himself seated perfectly at his ease, 
and by the side of his conductor, in the 
cupola of a fashionable chapel. 

'^ This is a place of public worship/* 
continued Asmodeus, " where people 'of 
fashion subscribe for pews, as they do for 
boxes at the Opera; but where they are 
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not, perhaps, so regular in their attendance. 
There are many of these places of traffick- 
ing devotion in this quarter of the town. 
But in order to explain myself, I must in- 
form you that several parishes have become 
too populous for their churches, so that it 
has been absolutely necessary to erect con- 
venient chapels for the supernumerary inha* 
bitants ; and this has been generally done 
by private individuals, on a principle of 
trading speculation. — ^The sacred edifice on 
which we are sitting, is the property of 
three people,— a wine-merchant, a builder, 
Jmd a parson. — The first purchased the 
materials,* — the second found the labour, — 
and the third performs the duty : — The 
wine- merchant, for his share, takes the 
vaults, where he deposits his liquors; 
while the builder and the parson share the 
nentage of the pews between them : — All 
three find the undertaking to answer ex- 
tremely well, and do not hesitate to men- 
tion it as a very profitable job." " I can- 
not but observe," said Don Cleofas, smiling, 
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*^ that you seem to triumph in a circum- 
stance which lessens the dignity of reli- 
gion." " By no means," answered the 
Demon ; " for the love of gain, is, per- 
haps, in another way,- as prevalent in a me- 
tropolitan church, as in one of these pro- 
visional chapels ; and you may be assured 
that the interests of our confraternity, are 
attacked, with equal success, in the one as 
in the other. 

" But such considerations as these, are 
not of sufficient importance to arrest your 
^ attention from the gay party in the house 
opposite to us.'* " It is very true/' said the 
Count, ** and a very fine woman, who is 
lolfing on a sofa, aod rallying with great 
spirit the young men about her, had already 
attracted my notice: — she appears to have 
passed the bloom of youth, but still has ' 
charms sufficient, I should imagine, to 
retain a considerable suite of admirers.'* 
*' She is a singular character,*' replied As- 
modeus, ** and "her history will aitiply re- 
ward your patience in attending to it. 
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** Paulina is well born and well bred ; 
was very handsome and very accomplished ; 
her vivacity, pleased, and her manners 
charmed : but Paulina had an ear very open 
to flattery, and was vain enough to let any 
thing flatter her. The instructions of her 
mother had never been neglected ;' and 
while she was easy with all, and would 
coquette with any, she was determined 
never to give her hand, unless she 
received a coronet in return. — As for her 
heart, — that she was determined to keep to 
herself. 

' " Adorned as she was by nature, and 
qualified by education, it cannot be sup- 
posed that she Could remain long without a 
conquest ; and a young man of fortune and 
iashion soon became her slave. He re- 
turned from his travels at the latter end of , 
that winter in which Paulina first made her 
appearance in the circles of fashionable 
life. 

*' Hortensius was every thing a woman 
of sense could wish to possess in a hus- 
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band. To a very entailed understandmg, 
he joined the most polis^hed manners : all 
the fruits of a superior education were 
ripened in him, and he returned from the. 
completion of it with all those advantages^ 
which foreign travel is calculated to bestow, 
and without any of the nonsense, foUy^ or 
vices which too often associate themselves 
with it. He was rich, and his estate wa& 
bc)rderecl on that of Paulina's brother^ 
with whom she had been invited to passr 
the approAclving summer. 

" Though he was very deeply enamoured 
of this lively beauty, Hortensius^ was not 
deprived by his passion of that sober reflect 
tion which led him to consider marriage a& 
an engagement that ought not to be entered 
into without some degree of precaution^ 
however amiable the object of his afiectioii 
might appear: and, as he had only seeci: 
Paulina since his return to England, in the 
gay scenes and fashionable societies of the 
metropolis, where all is glitter and decep- 
tion^ he resolved to defer the declaration oi 



his passion till he had made a further dis- 
covery of her character, in the tranquillity 
of a conntry residence. 

'' His vicinity to her gave him every 
opportunity he could desire ; and tlie inti* 
macy which had long subsisted between the 
two families, was e^erly renewed on his 
taking possession of the estate of his an« 
cestors. — On this occasion he gave several 
elegant entertainments, at which Paulina 
appeared with a deeided preeminence. 
But, however flattered she might be with 
his attentions^ as she had never thought oi 
him for a husband^ it did not enter into her 
mind that he had ever thought of her for a 
wife; while her easy, good-humoured man- 
ner of conducting herself towards him, 
which arose from this circumstance^ was so 
fer interpreted by him as a prepossession in 
his favour, that he determined to make 
immediate proposals of marriage to her, 
which he flattered himself would be ac* 
cepted without the least hesitation. 

^' Paulina had so little expectation or 
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desire of such an intention on her part, 
that when he made the declaration, on the 
success of which, he assured her, the hap-: 
piness of his future life depended, s^he 
treated it as an agreeable, gallant badivage ; 
called him her shepherd, and emplo}ed such 
a lively flow of ridicule on the business, as * 
disqualified him from renewing his preten- 
sions; so that, io order to save himself 
from the disgrace of having been refused 
by the lad) , he was obliged to follow her 
example, and to declare that the solemn 
proposal he had made to her, was nothing 
more than a sally of animal spirits, for the 
purpose of their mutual amusement. 

" The pride, as well as the sensibility of 
Hortensius, received, however, a very mor- 
tifying wound : he loved the frolic fair one, 
r—and enjoying no pleasure in his native 
groves, since the divinity he adored refused 
to inhabit them, he returned to town ; but 
finding that her idea continued to haunt 
him there, he made anotlier visit to the 
continent, with a full determination to 
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remain abroad till his unfortunate passion 
W9S extinguishecl. 

*' It was not. possible that such a woman 
as Paulina should be without a train of 
admirers even in the country ; and various 
proposals of marriage succeedtxl each otheri 
.but, as none of them were accompanied 
\vith a coronet) she treated them all as she 
had done that of Hortensius; — and being 
convinced, in her own nund. from the 
number of her rural lovers, that her tri- 
umphs, in the succeeding winter, would be 
equal to any that had been known in the 
annals of beaut v, she was determined to 
wait till that period, to make her choice 
from the numerous titles which, she fully 
expected, would then solicit her .accept- 
ance. Her brother, indeed, had engagecj 
to use his influence in behalf of a youn*. 
enamoured Baronet, of ancient family anc 
large fortune; but he could obtain n*. 
other answer from her, than that, if si 
lived to be thirty, without possessing 
i^ronet, she might then, perhaps, lool 
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irtth some degree of cotnplacency on a 
bloody hand. 

*^ At length the winter came, and the 
offer of a coronet along wi h it, which met 
with an unhesitating and cordial accep- 
tance: — nor did Paulina retlect, for a. mo- 
tnent, that the hand which presented it^ 
was part of a frame emaciated by those 
diseases which are the fruits of intem- 
perance, and containing a heart long, since 
corrupted by the habits'of a vicious life; 

** But she was not destined to be a Coun- 
tess : — Death stepped in between her and 
her wedding day; — and, instead of the 
nuptial bed, her lover took possession of 
his family sepulchre. This event, however, 
was so- far from throwing a damp upon her 
spirits, that it seemed. to give them new 
animation ; and she returned the condo- 
lence of her friends with wishing that the 
poor Lord had lived a fortnight longer, to 
Iinve left her a titled widow : though, after 
nil, she would add, fate, perhaps, had been kind 
enough to prevent her from being a Goun- 
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te^s, in order, at length, to make her a 
Duchess. 

** All this PauHna imagined very dever, 
- — and so it might be ; but such a want of 
feeling and decorum, convinced all vi^ho 
knew her, that, however calculated she 
might be for the charming companion of 
an hour, she was essentially deficient in 
those qualifications which can alone. render 
a woman a charming companion for life. 
The consequence of this opinion was, that 
though the young men of fashion flocked 
about her, and dangled after her, to be 
amused by tlie lively sallies of her conver- 
sation, no more offers of marriage were 
made, which her pride would suffer her to 
accept ; and Paulina has passed on through 
many a succeeding winter, always having 
a visionary coronet dancing before her,— • 
but never obtaining a real one. 

" She has now, indeed, attained that 
period when her condescending ambition 
had declared that she might, perhaps, ac- 
cept a Baronet's proposals without derision ; 
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but the trial has not yet been made, and 
Paulina^s next birth* day will announce the 
thirty-first year of her life. The vivacity 
of her temper still supports her> and she 
continually declares her resolution not to 
die an old maid ; and from some circum- 
stances that happened, in an unlucky melt- 
ing moment, last summer in the country, 
which cannot very well be related, — if 
Paulina were tbdieto night, — Paulina would 
keep her word.'* 

" The vivacity of this lively fair one's 
temper," said the Count, *^ is finely con- 
trasted by the appearance and widowed 
habit of the lady in the next house. She 
might really sit to a painter for the figure 
of Melancholy. I do not, . indeed, see a 
tear upon her cheek, but she seems so ab- 
sorbed in sorrow, as to be quite insensible to 
the charming notes produced by her com- 
panicJn, who is endeavouring to amuse her 
with the most pleasing music I have ever 
heard. A young widow who was fond of 
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her husband, is, at least during her first 
'Weeds, an object of real pitj/' j 

«^' " I cannot but compliment your Lord* 
»hip," said Asmodeus, " on thatiittle plea-- 
>§ant. sally of severity : —The lady, however, 
is a chaste virgin ; and her widowhood, for 
«o, indqed, she considjers her present situ- 
ation, is a sentimental whim of her own. 
She is a very amiable and accomplished 
woman, and is engaged to be married to a 
curious man of largei fortune; w4io, pre- 
vious to. his nuptials, has thought propci' 
.to make a voyage round the world on dis- 
coveries, in navigation and natural history. 
He has been gone near two years, and the 
ship in which he sailed, has not been heard 
of for so long a time, that it is universally 
believed to be lost. In consequence of 
this general opinion, she has clad herself^ 
as you see, in the deepest mourning, and 
bewails, with a widows lamentation, the 
loss of her lover, whom she imagines to be 
sleeping in a watery grave of the other 
hemisphere, , And^ to say the' truth, it 

VQL. III. c 
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Would be happier for her, if fiite had M 
disposed of bim :-^^e might then have 
Gontitiiied to grieve v^th the nootbiBg ten- 
derness of a faithful cffiection ;^^iiv bereat 
she will shortly be doomed to mdum in the 
bitterness of unmerited mortification ;- -for 
he will retiirn home, in a few weeks, aUve 
aiKi well; and, forgetful of hi& plighted 
vows, will immediately make his addresses 
to another lady. 

" Look, I beg of you,*' continued As- 
modeiis, " into the parlour of the house 
adjoining, and you will see another exhi- 
bition of female sorrow.** " The young 
lady, however," said Don Cleofas, " does 
not afibrd us a very striking example of 
patient grief; — she seems rather to be ex* 
pressing herself to her female companion 
\vitb all the resentment arising from a 
recent injury." " It is even so,** answered 
the Demon ; " she has been for some tim^c 
addressed by a very sensible young man^ 
to whom she had made an unresisting sor*- 
Tender of h«* afiections; but happenings a 
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few days ago, ta treat her father and mok 
ther with symptoms of an acaimoniout 
vivacity in the fA'esence of her lover, he 
took it into his head to imagine, that an nn* 
datifol daughter would prove a termagant 
wife ; and therefore^ without further cere- 
mony, or any notice whatever to the lady^ 
he Bet out the following day to pay a visit 
in a distant part of YorlLshire,~-Her elder 
sister is,, at the same time, con^ling her 
on her disappointment;~*and rejoicing at 
it. 

. ^' But cast your eye a little further, and 
you will witness another scene of matrix 
inonial disappointment, but of a very dif- 
ferent and curious description. — The gen* 
tldman ivhom. you see sitting before the 
fire, with a letter in his hand, ^nd laughing 
BS he peruses it, is a worthy but singular 
cbaracta*. He employs a considerable 
'fort*hne in doing a great deul of g^ood in an 
nncommon manner.^ The usual ways of 
proceeding have no satisfaction for him, 

liow:a it is,, that his congtant wish to 

c 2 
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establish himself in domestic life^ though 
he has attained his thirty-fifth year,* haS; 
never been gratified. The ordinary con- 
duct of others towards him, or the extraor- 
dinary conduct of himself towards others,, 
have hitherto . kept him in the uncheery 
solitude of an unmarried state. . ■ \ 

"It was, however, no longer ago than 
yesterday, that, on reading the newspaper, 
during his breakfast, he observed an article. 
in the benefactions to a Society esta- 
blished for the Payment of Small Debts, 
which marked the charitable donation of. 
fifty pounds from a young Lady unknown* 
The idea of this humane incognita struck 
forcibly on his fancy ; and, by a very rapid 
transition,, commanded an interest in hiis 
heart. He thought that such a person 
was exactly the ch^iracter which he had 
)leen so long searching after ; and to obtain 
a wife -in such a singular manner^ was, of 
all things, the most congenial to his dis- 
position. He, therefore, began immedi- 
ately, for he is very much in the habit of 
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"talking to himself, to soliloquise in the fol- 
lowing manner :— 

•* * This sudden prepossession of mine 
for an object I have* never seen, may be 
considered as singular by some, and even 
ridiculous by others ; but I am, neverthe- 
less, convinced, that it is by no means un- 
natural. Love at first sight, is a very 
common circumstance: — and if it is ac- 
knowledged, which, indeed, cannot be de* 
nied, that a man may become enamoured 
of a womap from beholding her person, 
without being in the least acquainted with 
her • character,-^ why may he not be af- 
fected in the same manner by knowing her 
character without ever having beheld her 
person ? — I may, therefore, be said to hftve 
Mien in love with a lady at first sight,-^ 
"that is to say, at the first sight of her cba^ 
cacter, as pourtrayed in a single line' of 
the paper before me* 

. ** ' 111 the first place, she is rejpreseYited 
tb be young, which is a very desirable .cir- 
cumstance in any woman. Secondly, l>er; 
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httTnanity is evident, from her^-donatfoa of 
fifty pounds to a charity, whose indiYidoal 
tontributioi^s seldom amount to more than 
a very few guineas. And^ thirdly, she 
proves her mind to be superior to all osteo* 
tat ion or idle vanity, by not suffering her- 
self to be known, and disdaining the silly 
parade of having her name inserted in a 
public list of what are called charitable 
benefi^^tors. My ooncktsion, therefore, is 
f)Ot only logical, but natural, that a lady 
who is ycrnig-y himane^ and without vanity^' 
is certainly an ol^ject formed to inspire the 
purest love, and qualified to bestow that 
happiness with which it has ksig been my 
most annions wish to crown my Kfe. 

^ * She may not be handsome ;-^bat 
what of that ?-^She may not po8|^ that 
glare of beauty which is cskutated to in^ 
apire an instant passion ;-^bat she is, moat 
assuredly, the mistress of those qualftiea 
liirhich will create and cement a solid afftc- 
tion. What is mere personal beauty, but 
tf gaudy flower, whidfi is worn for a few 
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liours, mod is thought (d do foore ? fa the 
moment of grati6cation, it has often been 
known to satiate; — and how ofttii <loes lie 
who possesses it leave its unaviulii^ charms 
to be admired by others. The beaiities of 
the mind have a very difierent and supo* 
rior influence ; they maintain a firm pos- 
session of the heart they have gained, — tili 
k becomes a dod of the valiey^ 

*^ ' But even if I take the liberty to sup* 
poae that the unknown lady is not adorned; 
with a superiority of external' cbanns, I 
may venture to determine^ at the same «;^' 
time, on the impossibility of her being ugly 
or unpleasing. — ^The smiies that lu-e occa*^ 
Moned by a benigiiant h^rt, as well as the 
wishes and ito timet its that proceed from* 
it, mK»give a winning and irnesistibkr 
^ari^ to any kind or arrangemet>c of 
fe^tures*^ — Every one has experieiitjad howr 
soon any little etterior imperfections wear 
away, and in how short a time they are no 
losiger perceived,-*- when swectnt&s of dis- 
position, exQ&Qeuce of hearty and au ^stt*\ 
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larged understanding, turn the attention 
from tliem. ■ At all events, I would engage 
to marry this young, unknown, behevalent 
woman, be she what ^he may, as to per- 
sonal appearance; and most readily con- 
sent not to see her face, if it could be so 
contrived, till we had retired from the 
Hymeneal altar/ 

** Thus did this curious' gentleman ha- 
rangue himself into a dd:ermination to get 
a wife, if possible, from the tablet of be- 
ne&ctions to . a charitable institution :— *• 
nor did he lose a moment in employing ait 
active agent to discover the unknown idol 
of his afFections.-<-The search was not 
made in vain ; and the letter which he • is 
now reading, and at the contents whereof 
you may hear him laughing, ha&lfeist in- 
formed him, that the ytmng, unknown lajdaf^ 
who gave the donation oi fifty pounds^ is 
very well known to be an old maid of 
fifty years of age."' 

^* And I can join most heartily io the 
laugh with hjm," said the Count; "but 
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disappointment does not, I trust, in^t the 
whole quarter : — There- appears to be, at 
least, one party within my observation) 
who, as far as I am capable • of judging) 
may bid defiance to it. That fond young 
csouple of lovers, in the apartment hung 
with blue^ I should hope, may be permitted 
to attain the consqpimation of their wishes.^ 
" Yoar wish in their favour," answered the 
Demon, " will, most assuredly, be grati- 
fied ;{ their nuptials, will meet with no ob« 
stacle,-^for a few guineas have already 
arranged them. 

- *f It is the profession of that lady to get» 
if she cau, a husband every night of her 
tife ;'^na}'i I believe it is not beyond the 
power of my art, to procure your Lord- 
ship ^very favourable reception in that 
character. The smart ]'Oung man who ia 
now with her, is one of her reigning fa- 
vourites^ because he is one of the most ge- 
nerous of her admirers. He is a quaker>, 
^hosc father is a very opulent, if erchant^ 

and a leading member of that persuasion ;. 

• • ' c 8 . 
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his mQ|her is also a celebrated preacher of" 
it :-^But the son possessing a genins very 
ill suited to professional restraint^ either 
temporal or spiritual ; yet, at the same 
time, being unwilling to be the cause of 
scandal in his family, has a convenient* 
apartment at this end of the town, whither 
he resorts, as opportunity offers, to trahS^' 
form himself into the figure of a gay man 
of fashion.^r-He then appears in the circles 
of pleasure, or visits some amiable Dul* 
dined ; and at the shrine of such a yielding 
fair one, he devotes the hours of the pre^' 
sent evening.— But his insurable disguise 
is f|ot of long duration ; for, at an earl j 
hour of to*mon'ow, he will disrobe him^lf 
of all hisfKppery, and return to his father's! 
eountihg*hou$e in all the prim simplicity of 
ftle sect to which he belongs. ^ 

" In the lai^ge house to the left of u#,» 
you must see a very fine W)man superbly 
dressed, who is besfrtditig the drawiiig-tooflS 
with that predptate itep v^liicH irtai^d larf 

agitated mind. She is preparing for « 

« .it 



skchmI voy^g^ cf matriiDoiiy : her agita- 
tionkj howeter, does not arise from any ap« 
prriieiBion diat it can be intemipted or will 
not be prosperous.' — Bat to iDtroduoe the 
cause of her present emotioas, I riiall give 
yoa the bi^ory of her life. 
• ^ It sorprised all the feshionaUe world, 
when BtaiildOf who had been educated in- 
the loxory of a great fortune, and had 
revised the oflers of wealth and titles, ran 
away with a ooontiy cnrate. 

^ The money raised by the sale of a few^ 
jewels, and five hundred pounds left her by 
an sunt, supported the happy couple for 
near two years, in tolerable comfort ; but 
at die moment when Matilda was brought 
to bed of her second child, she found her* 
self reduced to love, a cottage^ and sixty 
pounds a year. She now, for the firstf 
time, applied to her father ; but he was in-' 
eiorable, and seemed rather to*triumph in' 
fief distress, than to encourage any hopesf 
l9&it he would tver condescend to re^ 
Keveit. •• 
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neighbouring market- town, where shepro-^' 
posed to enter on some sort of business,^ 
that might enable her to support herself, 
and bring up her children in humble 
decency and comfort. 

" She had, however, all the merit result- 
ing from such a virtnous resolution, with- 
out the pain of putting it to the trial. For, 
m she was sitting one evening alone in her 
husband s study, ruminating with an anx- 
ious and afflicted mind, on the little plan 
she had formed, a messenger arrived with ' 
an account that her brother had broke his 
neck in a fox-chace, and a request from his 
steward, to be present at the opening of 
another will. 

" Matilda had no great reason to expect 
any testamentary benefit on the occasion. 
Hoveever, she thought it right to obey the 
sommons; and on her arrival, once more, 
at the seat of her ancestors, she was sur- 
prised to find it her owtt : for it proved 
that her brother had died intestate, and, of 
^urse^ all his fortune devolved upon hen— ^ 
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When she was iofiMrined of this very un- 
expected event, a melandioly idea rested^ 
for a few moments, on the memory of her 
hnsband, which was succeeded by a con* 
solatory reflection on he^-isix children ; but 
^tke sodden accession of prosperity over- 
powered her spirits, and , she fainted in her 
chair. Indeed it was soin6 time before she 
reoovered a tone of mind equal to the en-^ 
joyment of her fortune. 
-. *^ Matilda was still very handsome, and 
was now become very rich ; so that within 
twelve months after her brother's death, 
she received proposals of marriage from a 
fiobleman of amiable character and large 
fortune, whose estate is contiguous to her 
6wn. In shorty such is her present si- , 
tuatiofi ; and, lolling carelessly upon her 
sofii, — * Well/ said she, * it is true I 
was educated in all the luxury of high life, 
i^fesed great ofl^rs^ and ran away at Ilist 
liipith a country curate. I starved with hiBf 
for two years on a stipend of sixty pounds v 
vegetate with him for upwards of twic» 
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lat-period, on an income of three hun- / 
dred^ and, at his death, was. on the point 
of becoming a country shop keeper, to 
support myself and six children : and here 
am I, at present'ijt an handi^ome widow of 
twenty-nine, with three thousand pounds 
a year, and on the point of becoming a 
peeress of the rettm. Well,' said Matilda; 
rising from her seat, and taking that active 
sweep across the room which you have just 
seen, ^ the most unpardonable folly of the 
human mind is, to despair. 
. ." I should almost imagine," said, the 
Count, " that you rjelated this fair lady's 
contempt of despair, in order to heigh tea 
my surprise at the r^al appearance of it,— • 

, fbr surely nothing less coukl form the 
strange spectacle on which I now look 
down .with a mixture of horror and 
astonishment, • ' • 

« « « My present attention -is fixed on a - 
room hung with jblack^ while the feint light 

" Qf glimmering tapers discovers, to my view 
a female figure^ robed in the s^ble garb of 
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woeful widowhood, and leaning on a table, ^ 
with an air of the deepest dejection. There 
really wants nothing but a scull, a pair of 
bones, and an hour-glaSs, to give her apart- 
ment all the dismal appearance of a living 
sepulchre.'" j 

"This theatrical exhibition, for it. de- 
serves no other natne," answered the De- 
mon ; '* is of a very curious nature, and 
aiFords.an high- wrought example of that 
art which women have so often employed 
to dupe the fond affections of the other 
sex*-'. . ,' 

** The actress of thescene was first made 
^nown to the world as a public singer of 
•great professional merit ; from which situa^ 
tion she was taken to be the mistress of a 
very amiable and accomplished nobleman^ 
whose attachment to her became "so. serious, 
astooccasion no small apprehensions among 
his friends, that it might produce an union 
oi an indissoluble nature. To turn him 
aside, therefore, . from a connexion which- 
might be atteilded vvith such disgraqeful 
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. consequences, tbey employed afl th&r n> 
fluenceto promote his marriage with a 
beautiful young lady of very great fortune ; 
and they, at length, prevailed on him to 
make his proposals to her. They liave 
been accepted, — and preparations lu^e now 
making for the solemnization of the nup- 
tials. 

^ Hb Lordship being unwilling to suffer 
the pain of a personal declaration of his 
new arrangements to his mistress, a friend 
was ccmimissioned, on his part, to inform 
her of them ; and to present her, at the 
same time, with the settlement of a very 
anif^e provi^on during her lrfe^^<*-The teans^ 
fits, and fain tings which took place on the 
occasion, are not worthy a relation : — they 
were things too much of course, to bd 
attended with any consequential effisct; 
No one could be more sensible of thete 
inefBcacy than . herself :-*-She therefore 
meditated a much deeper game; and ac^ 
cordiogiy wrote a letter to^ her late ndbie 
(>aramour^ to congratulate him on an ev^t 
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90 "■■•^l» to OB cBgmcT ami 
faoBoury-*— to b^ his aocrptance of her 
iDQii coiAsi wsfaes for ius perfect np* 
piness^ — to hint at the wiiiing sacrifice she 
siade of every thio^ that aras clear to her, 
and to implon^ as her last request, aid 
faeibre he tlunr her from hjs heart for e. er, 
to (avoor her with an interriear of a few 
mniotes. 

^ His aff ec ti on, wfaidi he was endea* 
?ooring to lose in the ndvantages and 
hoooor of his new engagement, could not 
least this affecting entreaty ; and he has 
^pointed this evening to gratify her re* 
qoest The preparations which are mada 
for bis reception, are now beneath your 
eye. He will, within this hour^ be intro* 
duced into this unexpected scene ;«— he will 
there be told, thnt in this mournful and 
dismal abode she mea»s to pass the very 
short time her sorrows will suffer her to 
Hire : In short, she will so work upon his 
feelings, and give such a powerful rennima* 
tion to his afiections^ that he will, without 
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(dease fron the chwms ^ ber person^ or 
the capacious exertions of bet' exterior 
quaIificatk)Qs; but the pleasure she affordf^ 
\%y at best^ as transitory as her appearance, 
and leaves no impression of delight be<» 
biiKlit. ^ ^m 

>*^If you should feel somewhat of sur- 
prlse> that beauty^ heightened by accom«> 
plishmentSy should fail of conciKating 
esteem, I must assure yon, that without 
the harmonious composition of the mental 
elemients, which produces what is called 
^ood temper^ beauty is a gaudy, unscented 
flower, scarce worth the plucking, but, by 
no means worth the wearing ; and all the 
embellishments of education are like so 
many brilliants set round a comtnon peb* 
ble, whose lustre serves only to expose the 
deformity of tlie object whit4i they were 
designed to adorn* * ; . 

" This henigmty of temper^ which is the 
basis of ^very solid power of pleasingi is 
not to be found in Luciila's breast. She 
cannot chann, therefore, beyond the mo^ 
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fsieit, when her pride oonitesoends to de^ 
nand adolatioiu As a cbikt, she vets iro* 
ward, pecnrish, and petolaiit ; — ^as a woman, 
idle ia prood, iriolent, and uniorgiving.**- 
Her commands are gtVien with haughtiiiesSi 
A*»-delays in obejing them are chid with pas*- 
sioQ, — and disobedience is punished with 
Bnrelenting persecution. — Her inferiors 
find her tyrannical,«^her equals are never 
favoured with confidence, — while her so* 
periors are treated with an unwilling ho* 
titege. — It was but yesterday that her maid 
offended her, and as she would i>ot con* 
descend to forftnt her word, in withholding 
a gown she bad promised her, slie wore it 
once more, to have the rev<»nge of pur- 
posely throwing her ink stand over it, in 
order that it might be of no service to the 
oiiending Abigail. 

" Sensible that the forms of good breed- 
ing must not be violated, she vents her 
anger against anyone who has displeased 
feer, by interlarding her conversation with 
those secret strokes of satire and pointed 
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he do, or not do any thing which she 
eh uses to construe into neglect, he is sure 
of being punished by the most pointed in- 
diiFFerence to him, and the most agreeable 
attentions to every one besides. When, 
after having well tormented herself with a 
variety of forced exertions to torment him, 
she detests him for the vexation she feels 
on the occasion ; and it does not always 
happen that a night's repose evaporates her 
spleen, or brings her even to tolerable good- 
humour in the morning. 

" This poor, infatuated young man, 
however, fancies all the while, that these 
airs and humours are the pardonable co- 
quetries of the mistress, which will soon 
be lost in the dijities of the wife. He, alas ! 
does not perceive that this unpleasant con-, 
duct is, as it were, a part of herself, — that' 
Hymen will not change her nature, and 
that she will bear to his arms all those 
wretched dispositions, for which the , pos- 
session of her charms, the occasional gleams 
of her good- humour, and those affected 
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sootbings, which may sometimes be put on 
for whole days together, in order to gain 
some point of interest or vanity, will but 
ill compensate. 

" It is, however,*' continued Asmodeiis, 
" high time to relieve you from contem* 
plating this unpleasing picture of a male- 
volent beauty, to direct your attention to 
the other sister ; who, dressed with siaiple 
elegance, is embroidering on the other side 
of the fire-place, and in whose character 
every virtue quickens into luxuriance. 

*^ Amanda is one year younger than her 
sister, — and very much her inferior in all 
the external charms of natiH-e. She has 
no claim to beauly of person; but, at the 
same time, wears a form which is suscep- 
tible of grace, and a countenance which, 
without possessing any striking feature, 
produces a most agreeable result to the be- 
holder. There is nothing in her appear- 
ance to captivate the gazing eye at a first 
glance ; though, when once examined, she is 

never more passed with inattention. But 

Da 
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were the exterior cfaarms of her person alt 
that fancy erer feigned, they would not 
tkoel the interior beauties of her mind. 

** The object of Amanda's life is to 
please, from those motives which alone can 
afibrd any lastingor solid pleasure. — It is 
not to triumph during the diort reign of 
jrouth and beauty ; — it is not to exult over 
wounded hearts or despairing rivals; — ^but 
from a desire of communicatii^ happiness 
to all whom it may be in her power to it^ 
fluence for the purpose of bestowing it.-— 
The same principle regulates her mann^^rs, 
— disposes her toilette, — inspires her cha* 
rity, — awakens her smiles, — or distils her 
tears. — To see others pleased and happy, 
is to herself pleasure and happiness* — In-i 
deed, this spirit is so difFiised through hel^ 
character, that it there should be an c^ett* 
siTO particle in it, the diminutive evil is 
rendered inactive by the pow«r of heft 
philanthropic virtues. She thinks tib of- 
fices of kindness beneath her duty^ and no 
condition loo low for the ecqploDrusuent ^ of 



them. As for the domestic servants, they 
may be said to adore, rather than to love 
her. 

" Though her attentions are universal 
to all who frequent her family, she knows 
how to distinguish between the friend and 
the acquaintance, by those little secret 
touches of behaviour, which are felt by the 
former, and cannot be observed by the 
latter* She studies the characters of those 
who compose her society, that she may be 
qualified to call forth the characteristic exp- 
edience of each individual, and adapt their 
particular dispositions to each other. Thus 
every body finds a rcvi pleasure in ber tamr 
papy, from no other cause than the skiH 
she employs, — by avoiding, or giving a 
happy turn to whatever might pique, per- 
plex, or offend^r-rto make her company sa- 
tisfied with tbesnselves. Her father decIareB 
to ev)epy cnae.he sees, that the pains of ^ 
ffooted disease are .cnkigated, and the laiv- 
guar of defiliiiiflsg life cheered by her atten^* 
tiKmsiH-aa bld.aodia fcactjous n^aoideQ aunt 
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cannot indulge her spleen against Amaindir; 
— and the haughty, envious^ ill- tempered 
Lucilla finds, in the submissive, assiduous^ 
and patient deirieanour of Her younger 
sister, the only subject of her sincere praise; 
She has frequently been heard to say, that 
there is not such a girl in the world as 
Amanda.*' 

" But how has it happened, my good 
friend," said the Count, with a tone and 
look of astonishment, " that a woman pos- 
sessing so much excellence, and such a 
power of pleasing, should not be exerting 
all her superior qualities as a wife and a 
mother? — I should imagine that Hymen 
would have prepared an altar in his temple 
for her alone.'' 

** That she is unmarried,'* answered As* 
modeus, " is a matter of her own choice. 
She has had .offers, but she did not think 
proper to accept them ; as cectain essential 
qualities, in her opinion, were wanting oa 
the side of the proposing parties. ' Besides, 
the beauty of her elder sister has hitherto 
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carried every thing before it; while the 
amiable and unfashionable humility of 
Amanda has kept her, as it were, in the 
back- ground of the picture. — Her heart, 
however, is not without its favourite, — 
and her partiality is directed to one 
who well deserves the treasure he pos- 
sesses. Fortune, however, has hitherto 
forbidden their union. 

" This untoward circumstance, and the 
uneasiness arising in her family from the 
temper and conduct of her sister, oppress 
her, at times, with very painful sensations ; 
but she knows how to keep them to her 
closet and herself. Her smiles are for 
others, and her tears are for the solitary re- 
flections of her own bosom. Her sister, 
however, will soon leave the business of 
tormenting her family, to plague a hus- 
band; and J have the pleasure to inform 
you, that relenting fortune is preparing 
a blessing for Amanda, which will make 
her the happiest^ as she is the best, of 
women.'* 
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" I could now heave a sigh,'* said Don 
Cleofas, — " and a deep one too ; for the 
history of these two sisters turns my me- 
mory to her who possessed the beauty of 
the one, and the virtues of the other." — 
" Such, I will acknowledge/* answered As- 
modeos, *^ was your Seraphina ;*— but no 
more of that subject, I beseech you/' — 
" You shall be obeyed,'' replied the Count; 
** and we will, if you please, direct our 
regards to a lady in the next house, who is 
reading a letter, and weeping at the con- 
tents of it." 

*' She shall not escape us/ said the De- 
mon ; " but I must bespeak your more 
immediate attention to a little ceremonial, 
which it is impossible for me to pass by, 
and is taking place in a very handsome 
drawing-room, of which, by turning a little 
to the right, you will possess a very com- 
manding view.'* " I perceive,** replied 
Don Cleofas, " as it appears to mfe, a sober 
family party rising from a large card- table; 
and if there is any thing extraordinary iii 



m ENGLAND* 57 

the bosia^iss, your worship will be so kind 
as tx> explain it to xne ; for I must confess 
that my sagacity is not equal to the disr 
cx)very of it'* 

^' That Uttle assembly/' said the Demon, 
^^ consists of a bishop and his family, with 
two viaiting clergymen. The but]er has 
just interrupted their evenipg amusement, 
l^inraoanciog the hour of evening prayers 
and his jLiordahip is now describing, with 
great preoision, the present state of the 
^me, tbcit there may be no disputes when 
thejr return from their pious devotions to 
fioiah :ti, 

" I see," continued Asmodeus, " you 

^re disposed to be witty on the occasion ; 

tnd I-shaM pass bii, without hesitation, to 

the amiabie woman, in whoise sorrows your 

gaiUnt iiuuaiianrty is so naturally interested* 

The letter she is reading was written by a 

yrSryin^im^ate friend of her own sex; who 

b&ving lost B hu9b^tiid ivt-iom she adored, 

ret^i^^ immediately into the country, wher^ 

she nottvcsfa^s htir afiectibii for his memory 

J) 3 
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with an enthusiasm that fills her friends 
with the most painful apprehensions that 
her reason is affected. She inhabits an 
elegant cottage, in a solitary valley, which 
had been the dwcUiiig of her husband, be- 
fore her marriage with him ; — she has sur* 
round(;d it with weeping willows, and 
erected among them a sepulchral urn, in- 
scribed with the name of him whose loss 
she so deeply laments. There she ofTers 
tip her morning orisons, and solemniaeai 
her evening vigils. She adorns it' with gar- 
lands of the fairest flowers, decks her owh 
hair with chaplets of cypress, — and calls 
herself Myra of the Dale. 
: " The lady whom you now eontemplatey 
ha^ been the* friend of her life*.— They 
were both of tbehj born in the sanie year,' 
and the friendship of their parents were 
communicated to thiem^ It began in their 
earliest days ; — ^ it grew with their growth, 
— it strengthened with their strength ;' and 
has continued, without any interruption 
from folly or rivalry, to the present mo- 
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ment. — It was this friendship that dictated 
a letter to the widowed mourner in her 
solitude; which, with the mbst earnest 
remonstrances of reason, and in the 
warmest language of affection, urges her 
to leave the unavailing retirement she had 
chosen, to check the romantic grief she en- 
couraged, and to return to the world — to 
her friends — and to herself. 
: ** The answer to this is very long, and 
very affecting, but as it offers a very beau-^ 
tiful picture of a superior mind, whose rea* 
8on is drowned in desponding sympathy, — ^ 
whose happiness is sorrow,— and whose 
luxury is grief, — I will, in justice to the 
feelings of your excellent hearty repeat to 
you the concluding part of it. 

"* After eighteen months, my friend, of 
such perfect happiness as. I have described 
to you, — the fatal hour which took my 
William from me is never to be forgotten 
for a moment, and can never be remem- 
bered but with anguish ; nor is the wound 
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which his lofts has made in my pedice^ to be 
healed. 

** * The bosy worid is not an abode for 
me,— its pleasures disgust, and its occupa- 
tions disti^ss me. In it^ gay and gilded 
scenes, I shoold ticft snatch a joy ; on its 
r<>sy couches I shooid find no rest; and, in 
k« most secret bowers, my s|>trit would 
search in vain for a tranquil moment. 

" ^ Friends were kind j — you the most 
beteved of them— ^the friend of all my 
diay^, took your sham of my afilictiba t 
fortune 8ttiiled,-^am) flattery has assumed 
the most #risu^pected form to woo me fixmi 
Jfny feolitude;— Nay, love, insidious loro^ 
dtew his bew, and aimed an arrow at me t 
but my poor heart is so consolidated imo 
otie affection, thM the poisoned barb re- 
boiandetl from it. -Yet it ia love alone that 
iuiimafes my fVamle, and e^vKvens my soul ; 
••—but it is tiCil that ardent, warm, expand- 
ing passion, which lives only wilfti . the 
living, and gMyse in the oomm^nication 
with its object : — No, it is love weeping 
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beside a grd?e, with his bow unbent, and 
his arrows broken. Remembrance alone 
sustains it into life^ and makes it struggle 
with existence. 

*^^ I turned my back on the busy world, 
which was become a desert to me, and 
retired to this social soUtude. Here is 
William*8 cott^e,' — here he dwelt in all 
the elegance of rural life, and gilded hum- 
ble fortune with 4ibe charms of taste and 
sdence. Here he nursed a tender, a faith- 
fill, an unsuspected passion ; and his mo- 
dest, unassuming nature, would have inad0 
it the unknown companion of his life :-— ' 
But I perceived his transcendant virtue^ and 
foraed the unwilling secret, that he loved 
me, from bis bosom. I returned bis love ;' 
and seo^og at Ibrtnne, elevated bim to a 
station be was formed by nature to possesa; 
and to which he gave ^ brilliant, but shorts 
lived lustre. 

** < To William's ^^tage I am now come^ 
to fass the rdst of my widowed days. ^— Be 
planted these trees, — he reared these 
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shrubs, — he courted yonder stream from its 
fountain, and turned it to the rock over 
which it tumbles in ceaseless roar. The 
Doric porch, where I sometimes sit, waS: 
the work of his taste; and the emblems of 
love and friendship which decorate, nay, 
sanctify its walls, were the offspring of his 
pencil. I cannot stray through the walks, 
or wander in the grove ; I cannot seek the 
coolness of the thicket, or follow the 
meanders of the stream, but I behold the 
traces of a pure, an hopeless, and unaspiring. 
passion, of which I was the honoured 
object^ and which I was so happy as to^ 
reward. — Alas ! I have added but one orna- 
ment to the melancholy scene — but one 
decoration to this sequestered spot> — and 
that is the monumental urn, beside which, 
the poplar grows, and over whose marble, 
the willow weeps. There I pay the vigils 
of morning light and evening shade; 
^re I enjoy that luxury of grief, which 
is better— £ur better than the proudest 
joy. 
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. ** ' Know their, my friend, that even youc 
anxious entreaties are vain. . Never— never 
will I quit the sad, but dear abode. If I 
have, as you say, been the idol of the 
world, — I will be its idol no more. — The 
period of my existence cannot come too 
soon,— but v^rhile I live, I will be Myra of 
the Dale: 

** I would most willingly make a piU. 
grimage," said Do» Cleofas, " to thjs ami- 
able, but visionary mourner, surrounded 
with all this fanciful mechanism of sorrow,; 
I should feel a melancholy pleasure \xk 
being ttie invisible cotnpanioQ of her walk ; 
^nd when she adds her tears to the foun- 
tain,- my. heart would sympathize with her 
affliction." > 

" I, who have conducted your Lordship, 
hither from Spain,' said AsniodeutS)^'' with 
the rapidity of a whirlwind, mort certainly, 
possess the power of accomplishii^ig your, 
wish ; nor should I hesitate to do it, if the^ 
journey would answer your expectations.: — ^ 
But be assured, my good friend, that these 
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things are only pleasing in the description ; 
and if I wished to cure you of your sym- 
pathetics, it would be by sliewing yoa the 
reality.'* 

** But to satisfy your longing for a whim^ 
sical woman^ you have only to look into 
the adjoining house, and you will see a 
lady whose character will gratify your caria^ 
sity, witiM)Ut a single jar of your sen- 
sibility. 

*^ She is, as you see, reclined on a sofa^ 
and in such a delicate state of nerves, that 
she has not strength to raise herself up ta 
felura the salotkions of her visitors. This 
kdy, you must know, has two characters, 
Oiie for the town, and the othir for the 
country. — In the former, she is all delicacy, 
softness,' dnd languid s^ectation; in the » 
kttei*, she is an hoyden rof the 'VeHy first 
dass. The elegant, refined woman of 
fashion in the winter,^ is, at another ^easoq 
of the year, traf^sforcn^d into the rustto 
Ama^oii and huntref^s^ of the - w3(K>^. Thet 
lioddirig plumes and guttering JgasiMf ar6 
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exchanged for the sportsman's hat: — The 
hair, no longer tortured into curls, or 
frizzed into shape, hangs in unpowdered 
negligence. That form, to which the 
muslin and taffeta gave new grace, is en- 
closed in drab and drugget ; while the well* 
turned ancle, and pretty foot, yield all the 
elegance of silk, satin, and spangles, to the 
rude covering of the boot, and the glitter 
of the spur. Her face, which, during the 
spring, the zephyrs of Kensington Gar- 
dens were thought to visit too roughly, en- 
counters the cutting wind, and laughs al 
the insulting blast. Those spirits, which, 
in the winter, are agitated by the motion 
of a carriage, are now invigorated by rising 
boldly to the hill, and sinking rapidly to the 
plain ; — and that voice, which, but a few 
months before, coUld har/lly be persuaded, 
by the united efforts of flattery and fashion, 
to warble the softest melody of Sncchini^ 
will strain itself in animating the hounds, 
and aiding the cry of the huntsman* 
Nor is this all : — ^The stomach that sick- 
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houses to the stre^. The hackney- ooach 
that has stopped just below us, contains 
something which, I assure you, is well 
worth the looking at." ** It is very true/* 
said the Count, '' for I see a most beautiful 
woman now descending from it, who is 
dressed as if she was going to ask admit- 
tance into Mahomet's paradise." " It is a 
little in that way,'' observed Asmodeus ; 
*• for she is come to pay a libidinous visit 
to a very wealthy gallant ; and, which will 
appear, perhaps, rather extraordinary to 
you, she is conducted thither by no less a 
person than her own husband. But this is 
iMt all t'-^for it is agreed between them^ 
that he shall prosecute the unsuspicious 
iouer for the illicit conversation which this 
very visit produces j an4 no inconsiderable 
ipecuniary advAfttage might be the nesolt of 
such a measure-- but an hair-dresser, whom 
they employ to assUt them in their honoun- 
able arrangement, will be dishonouraUe 
enough th betray them ; so that this wor- 
thy Btst^dlct^as he well deserves, willlose 



m BNGLAKB. 69 

bis cau9e, — '' ^ And his character, I 
should imagine, into the bargain/' said the 
Coont. ** As for that little family move- 
able," answered the Demon, ." he has con-' 
trived to get rid of it long ago. 

" But I perceive," said the Spaniard, 
^* two gentlemen, who appear to be ex- 
amining a manuscript with a very serious 
attention ; and ds the room where they are 
sitting is a very elegant library, I must 
prettime that it is some performance in 
Ktera;tut^ which engages their investigating 
criticism. I am further disposed to expect 
that you^will confirm my conjecture, from 
the gravity of their countenances, and the 
€Oiitro\*ersial air which accompanies their 
Conversation. — Whatever the contents of 
the paper may be, they certainly do not 
^gree upon the subject of it« 

" Your Lordship ftas formed no Very 
vague notion,'' replied the Devil upon TwJ3 
Sticks, " of the busirress which is now 
^tating by those gentlemen.-^They are 
certainly examining a fflairujcript with very 
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minute attention ; and it is the cause of 
some little altercation between theni : but 
it is not on a subject of" literature or.of sci- 
ence ; unless you may chuse to consider ai\ 
account current, that is, a bill of charges 
for work and labour done, as comprehended 
in the latter denomination.- — Your Spanish 
pride, however, will be disposed to revolt at 
it, when you know its cohtents, which 
are very curious, and truly original; for, I 
believe, even in this busy country, where 
money has such a powerful operation; 
whose commercial concerns embrace every 
known object on earth, in the air, or under 
the waters, and where all the faculties of man 
are more or less subject to the god of gain, 
such an article of bargain and sale was 
never before exhibited. , 

** You must know then, that the little 
man who is pointing with his finger to a 
particular part of the paper,- and accom- 
panies, that significant action with a look of 
unpleasant remonstrance, is another wealthy 
citizen, who is anxious to be introduced 
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mto fashionable life ; while the gentleman 
who appears to repel the remonstrance with 
so much volubility of speech and in a de- 
cided tone of displeasure, is a needy sprig 
of nobility, who has undertaken this office 
upon certain terms of remuneration, and 
from his connections and rank in life, is 
perfectly qualified to perform it. — The 
citizen has plenty of money to pay for his 
gratification ; rK)r could he have found any 
one who would be more ready for the sake 
of that necessary article, . to assist him in 
attaining it. — This, indeed, he has done 
with all due effect, and they are now met 
to settle the account. But though, where 
his vanity is concerned, he grudges no ex- 
pense, — this mercantile personage cannot 
get rid of a certain city habit of chusing 
to be convinced, when he pays his money, 
that he has had what he conceives to be a 
valuable consideration for it ; that he has 
not been imposed upon by overcharges ; 
and that, the errors which may be excepted, 
lie may have the opportunity to discover* 
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-—That is the precise situation of the par- 
ties at the present moment when they are 
honoured with your Scrutinizing attaitknu 
* — The one expects that his account will be 
admitted^ without the least reserve, and the 
bakince immediately paid, while the other 
is very ready to pay it ; but insists on tba 
propriety of a previous e3tamination, and a 
correct statement. * Come, come/ said the 
former, * do the thing like us men of 
fashion, and pay the account without any 
vulgar attention to the miserable itcms/-^ 
* Perhaps,' repHed the latter, ^ if I wer-e to 
adopt the practice of you men of fashioOi 
I should not pay it at all.'-— You, will there* 
fore, have the goodness to let me pursue 
my own way. — When I haw a party, or 
give an entertainment, a ratige of life in 
which you have been brought up, I may 
apply to you ; but, when I bavfe money 
malttens to transact, a kind of business in 
wtiich I have been brought up, I shall beg 
leave to act for myself. — We will proceed, 
therefore, to^naminethe account.^ ^^ What 
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the articles of it can be/' said Don Cle- 
ofas, " remains to be explained by your 
worship; — for neither my understanding, 
oor my imagination, can conjure up even 
a conjecture between them/ — ^* It will be 
my office," observed Asmodeus, " to sa- 
tisfy you. — The structure of your opinions 
and prejudices, as well as the habits of 
your life, require such an authority as mine 
to render the purport of that piiper-writing, 
which I am about to repeat, with the curi* • 
ous occurrences of its settlement, crediblo 
to you : — but you may depend upon itj 
that I shall be literally accurate in both. 

" The Honourable Mr. A under- 

took, upon certain stipulated conditions, to 
be the Arbiter Elegantiarum to Mr. X. 
Y. Z. Having fulfilled his part of the 
agreement, — he has presented the follow^ 
ing account in due form, that the other 
part of it may be completed : — 
*^ To the expenses of a party, 
consisting of fourscore per- 
sons of rank and fashion, pur* 

VOL. Ill, B 
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posely invited "by theHonoM- 

able Mr. A. At his house, m 

order to introduce Mr. X, 

Y. Z. — — ~ ^<10 O O 
** To a supper for a select num- 
ber of twenty — •-*- 30 O O 
^ To contriving to place Mr. 

X. Y. Z. bet#een two ladies 

of rank — *■ - — — 5 6 O 
** Extra, as by ag^-eement, one ' 

•of them bring a Dudhfess 2 2 

^ i^revfOtts and preparatory puflS 

•of Mf. K. Y.>Z. — -- a^<) 
-" Managing the conversation in 

Btkki TL Tiranner as to gl^ 

Mr. X. Y. 2. 'an oppbrtmilty 

Ho invite' the compariy pl-esenl 

Mto a ^private plarty and suppeir, 

^at day se^tiriight — — - « 5 » 
^ Iwcertiin degant flippa^ic^s, 

in order to ^engage <hfem *o 

accept the Invitation, ^v^hich 

they all did, hvkhoul « feirtgle 

exception >-^ -*-- - — % ^ O 



<c 



<" TIhs vtide,'^ aontinued the Devil, 
was the first suiiject of dapaCe: — Mr. 
X. Y. Z. Hisfsltiig', Ikfll no jmi er .eon^ 
trivance were mecoMary to iodnoe the party 
to accept the kivitetioB^— **«« tbe oicanent 
he had given Jt^ tiiese was aa iostantsneous, 
tiniversal, and soea^iujig I&e a.<Jaioaf9us, 
assent to it.*«x*^^^TJiS8 dxag^ Iherefoce, ai^ 
ter some Ktde flkQrcitson, iwas dkutiowod. 
"** To-disposiog tbe-compaDy to 
pay tbe nwwt iimifced pcBsoprf 
attenti<H]s to Mr. X.Y.Z. :2 S O 

*' This item was alae <:0Bteatoi -mikd dis- 
missed, on 4ni 4ibieni!tttioa made .by Mr. 
X. Y. Z. that ^e reoetved Qcee lof liiose 
^marked persoiial civilities itom rtlie iodivi- 
^a^s f^Am compoaed ibe pMiy, till be had 
wafted "tbe vAuAe x]f tbem to isiqpper ;r^tD 
>«^hich »?itatioiH therefirae, be h^^gd 
4ea¥e to attribute the attODtioDs; and.not 
4o >^iiy imiimatiiig kiterpgsiiion of tiie 
Honoiudbde Mr. A. 
"^ To a^yeiy handsome and com- 
plete4aUo awmce of the Coal* 

£ 2 
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brook*- Dale nianuikctore^ 

which the Honourable Mr. 

A. had ordered, to enable him. 

to give kclat to the entertain- 
. ment he was to provide, in 
. order to forward the elegant 

views of Mr. X, Y. Z. and 
• which that gentlemaa had en- 
gaged to pay for, and present 

to the Honourable Mrs. A. 65 O 
" Toalargesuit of very beautiful 

Hamburgh table* linen^ for the 

same purpose, — and which 

Mr. X. Y. > Z. also requested 
' to present to the Honour-, 

able Mrs. A. — — 38.0 O 

« This present Mr. X. Y. Z. readily ac^ 
knowledged ; — but he begged leave to in- 
form the Honourable Mr. A. that he bad 
purchased and paid^ for the suit of t^ble* 
linen him§el4 having an opportunity of 
procuring articles of .that nature at the 
wholesale price; and which did not cost 
him any thing like that sum: — be, there- 
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fore, without another word, drew a line 
through the figures which composed the 
latter charge. 

^' To a large carpet of the Per- 
sian pattern, for the Honour- 
able Mn A^'s eating-room, 
for the same purpose, and to 
be presented in the same 
manner as the foregoing ar- 
ticles — — — l6 16 O 
*' Mr. X. Y. Z. did not recollect a word 
about the carpet of the Persian pattern ;— 
but as it had been purchased, he was very 
willing to suppose himself as having laid it 
at the Honourable Mrs. A.'s feet. 
** To breakfasting with Mr. X. 
Y. Z. the morning after the 
supper, in order to inform 
him that he must refresh the 
memories of the party, by 
sending them all * distinct 
cards of invitation, and leav- 
ing his name at their respec- 
tive doors — — — 2 2 
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** Writing a rongh draft of the 
. card to be sent oi^ the ecca^ 

sion — — — * 1 1 O 

" Attending to aetitie thebtR of 

fare — -^ -~. a 2 O 

" Dining with Mr. X. Y.Z. i» 

order to insbnict him io pro*^ 

nouncing the vmtne» of the 

dishes — • •*— — ^ a 4 O 
^ Bfeakfasting with liim on the 

n»ocnimg of the paifty^ id bear 

him Ttheapst agoinst the 

evenyng — — -^ .110 
^^ Atteradsng the supper, keep^ 

ing up the eonverasrtion, and 

assisting Mr. X. Y. Zi. in dol- 
ing the boDotars of the table 5. O 
^< Calling ifpcxn him the next 

mornings to htfcxtm him how 

delighted all the companjr 

were witih \ the preceding 

evening ^ and faEOw anxiously 

they expccsocdr tkiear viiahe^ 
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that be would delight them 

with just such another — • 3 2 
« To ih9 procuring Mr. X Y. 

Z. a card of invitation to ^ 

Lady C/s ball ~ — 10 10 O 

'^ To introducing him to dance 

with Lady E. B. — — 5 5 
*' Ditto with Lady M. S, — 5 5 
" Ditto with Miss M. — — 5 5 

" This was the subject of considerable 
altercation.— ^Mr. X. Y. Z. insisted that 
the latter lady was not titled, which was a 
peremptory condition :-^while the Honour- 
able Mr. A- stated, on his part» that she 
w^s a.BaroBet's daughter, who possesses a 
legal- rank, and that as the agreement was 
to introduce Mr. X- Y. Z., on such occa- 
sions, to ladies of title and rank Miss M. 
was included in it, and thdrolore worth 
five guineas. — Thus he justified liis de- 
mand. — On the contrary, Mr, X. Y. Z. 
^jonteoded, that as for Baronet's daught^ers, 
he could find plenty of them, in the city, 
,half the Aldermeh being Baronets; and 
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that he could find many Misses of that 
rank at the city assembly, and, therefore, 
had no notion of coming to the West-encl 
of the town to pay for any article, which 
he could have at the East-end of it for 
nothing. — Accordingly, without waiting for 
any reply from the Honourable Mr. A., he 
drew his pen at once through the Baronet* 
daughter. 

" To introducing Mr X. Y.Z. 
to a party at the Duchess of 

' 's — — — 10 10 6 

*' To Ditto, given by the Mar- 

chioness of — iO 10 

" This charge was also debated : — arid 
Mr. X. y. Z. insisted on taking ofF half, 
as he was not asked to stay supper, 
** To bringing three men of 

fashion to breakfast with Mr, 

X. Y. Z. — ~ — 3 3 
** Extra, one of them being the 

son of a Duke — — 2 2 
" To taking him to pass the 
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day with Lord L. al his villa 

at — — — 10 10 O 

^ This chai^ was not allowed, as the 

DoUe Lord H'as not al. bom^ and JLady L. 

did not invite them .to slay. 

*' Attendmg Mr. X. T. Z. on 
an iptroductory nx^ming visit 
to the Dow2^er Lady M. who 
invited herself with a party 

. of twelve, to sup with him 
after the opera on the Tues- 
day following — — ]^ ]y O 

^' To contriving that Lady B. 

: should hang on the arm of 
Mr. X. Y. Z firum the pit of 
the opera. to her carriage • 3 3 

^' To introducing liim to Lady D. 5 5 

^< Extra, for his being askied to 
acooinpany her in her ba- 
rouche to the exhibition of 
paintings in water colours 3 3 

f To presenting Mr-X. Y. Z. 
to Lady T. at the Constan- 
tinofde FuuHvma «-^ — .. 5 5 
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^' This he resitted tnd rsiiised to aiHbw, 
•^b^caase, instead of conrersing^ on fltth- 
ionable topics, she a^edbmi if he was tick 
ft TuHtey Meiohmt. 
'' To giving Mf ; X. Y. % 

a letter .of Hitr^uctiom' to 

Miss ■ ' — — • SO O O 

*' It is on this articfe thet yoa hav^ j4i8t 
seen them engaged. — It was agreed, it 
seems, that the Lady shouM reoeive Mr* 
X. Y. Z. ah>oe \ — and be ibnnd another 
gendem^n with her; in his ro^e-dehchimbre 
and slipper^j-^xAio asked hiro the j^rice of 
stocks. — AceopAngly, he has )ast seired 
her as he did the Baronet's ^ughter,-^He 
Mas given her a stroke— -of his pen. 

^ There- is a loftg s«cces8iott of similar 
articles, with which Z shaffl Hot contStine to 
trouble you j and when Mr. X» T^^ 2^ has 
examined them, be wiR dedUcfe tbe exci^p- 
tionabte articles^ strike "the^baltine6i4nd 
pay the bilh— Ife w91 ibeii^iiifet^m lh6 'fid- 
nourable M^. A. tAat ' ho ba'^ Ho Ail^lher 
bceasion for bis service jtts he^fatf^ now 



pweHa^ed a suificusDt acquaintance with 
the £ii&hionat>te wcrlU to know, that whea 
he i^usefr to {ive elegant entertainments, 
he can, witbourt ai>y extraordinary con- 
lrivance,.ar his honourable friend's assist- 
ance,, oay, by employing the most simple 
iMeaK^,. procwe plenty of fashionable peo- 
ple to puiftake of them/' 

<' J am by RO cleans Qualified/* said the 
Coimt^ ^* to judge of thfi» eccentric nego^ 
tiatioQ i and shall, therefore, transfer my 
ii^y attention to any other objects you 
saay be disposed to unfold to me/' 

" We will, then/Vsaid the Infernal Crip- 
ple^ " rt€ip over to tlie veranda on the 
O^r side of the street :--and now your 
I«0t4s^ hkpa a very distinct view of three 
l^e3 of high idink, who are met to have a 
' Httle omversatioi^ on th^ world of fashion, 
ki which they pusfs so m«ch of their (iine, 
: Sefof e thcty dep^trate fortbeevening to take 
.^ic r^pf^^tife roiates in it*. The last to 
^ip^riWi^ieb fh§ye eogag^d them are very i . 
t^ciRi^fil^ .0i)es^-t-for tiUe^ are no less in a 
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their husbands.— It so happens, that each 
of their noble Lords keeps a mistress : — 
and it also happens, that these noble 
Ladies are e(jually acquainted with that do- 
mestic irregularity. They are, as you see, 
young and handsome^ nor are they without 
plenty of suggestions from very attractive 
and insinuating gallants^ that th^yehav^ 
an undoubted right to imitate the fathily 
example of infidelity, without beitig liable 
to any painful reproaches from a certaih 
intruding monitor, called conscience, — In 
this opinion they are agreed; — but they 
are, at the same time, inclined to suspiect, 
that a husband who keeps a mistress is 
tind of his wife; and, consequently; may 
have no objection to get rid of her, which 
a discovery of any lapse of chastity would 
enable him to do. . The consequence of 
such a step, thfey well knpw,' would ^ 
the entire loss of their r^nk 'and figure 
in the world, which th*y have fully de- 
termined to keep, though at the expense 
of their resentments and their wishes. — 
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They are^ as yon perceive, rising to depart, 
and one of Ihem gives the foHowing brief, 
but emphatic, finale to the conversation : 
' On the j(Mnt determitiation we have made 
to preserve our characters, I congratulate 
both you and myself; — but I shall not ask 
dther of you, nor do I mean to ask myself, 
whether it is to our inclinations or our 
pride that we are indebted for the wise re^ 
solution we have made to continue honest 
women.'** 

" They are, at all events, very sensible 
women," said the Count, ** and I hope 
they will maintain their resolution.-— 
But could not you, my good friend, con- 
trive to unsettle it ?'* — *' If their deter- 
mination,'* said the Demon, " had arisen 
from the connnon notions of virtue, it 
might require no great exertion, on my 
part, to shake their purpose;— but the 
fortress of pride is not so easily diamantled'; 
at least it would require too long a.sieg^ 
for n(ie> at present, to attempt it. 

*^ I shall oi&r bat one object more/ 
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QoatiMed Afimodew^ ^' ta yo«ir n^tiee? m 
%}m quarter ; and wb^n you haye t^€& a 
peep at him, we will ifiwkedia4;eky cbangp 
oiMT sUuatioD* Yottr will, ther^ce, be so 
good as to direct your attdi^tioQ to what i$ 
goi^g foi^ward in the lower story of the 
eofaer-hovse to the leit of us. Yaxk^ iHi«^ 
tbere peseeive a little old ipaii, m a i[ed 
B^y-^^p, wilh two persons ^(^ the i^URoe 
8ga with hkdseJf, M^ia are es^a^^ini^g 
through their spectacles, with all the^eagejc- 
sessof aanious cmiriosity, the contenits of a 
l^rge phi4» They m^ three of thx^yse pto- 
ieissed aatiqiuUfiaHs, whot i^gaifciks% of 
l^muty, tsast^ oc ufiteful GQf)triv^i)ei9» eon- 
oeotnate^ ail theie itteigs of esf^^lknce ^n^ 
I9sier^ antiquity. An pld maimscri^ whqse^ 
f^haracti^s ar^ no! leg^, o«, if leg^JU^. 
4^Sr nqt m^tsiii^ a $er>t^i«J4 wqrti^ th^ 
ri^adiagl will ber prefesriyl hjj(^ them to; the 

eloquencej0Ci Ct^4r0, i^fir.diotiaited ,b]p t^ 



bit of copper^ ym& a h^de&oed %uee or 
toperscriptioQ on it, wbidi has been focwd 
\^ a workna. ia digging a y^ or putting 
dowtt ji wall) wooU be considefed by these 
curious people of far greatev value thaui 
the lai]gesl: piece of current gold cooi m 
tbis or any other kiogdom. 

^^ Their present meeting iis eocasioned 
by ft very singuhr drcum8tance» the secret 
af which is only knowo to these three 
adentiSc characters.*-^rPbr an explanation 
of the business, I mast inform yoo> that 
the Antiquarian Society of London oh* 
tained permisBion, within these few day^ 
to examine a tomb in Westminster Abbey^ 
which wa& supposed to contjui» the remains 
of one of the most ancient kings of this 
country. The eeremony of opening this 
royal sepufohre wa$> accordingly attended 
by a depotlitioyi of the society; and tht 
body of the sovereign was founds aflev i 
sepotto^of severaT< btiadred y«SFS) tto pos- 
«ii6S the Qpt)6airatiee ' of hai^i^iig h^il but 
httely hwkfii This tni» a ntosl kiMreMMif 
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object for the profound lovers of antiquity: 
but as the exposure of the corpse to the 
air,— an iniire exclusion from which occa- 
sioned its extraordinary preservation,-f-be- 
gan to produce a very visible change in its 
appearance, tl^e Dean of the church, who 
was pre^^ent, command^ the violated rights 
of burial to be immediately restored. In 
the interim, however, the little old man ia 
the red night-cap, who was one. of the an- 
tiquarian deputation, had contrived, with- 
out being observed, to twist off the fore-*- 
finger from the right hand of his Majesty; 
awd it is that fore finger, secured in a phial 
of spirits, which he is now discovering^ 
with no common exultation, to two of his 
most particular friends, who are themselves 
sucli determined antiquarians,* that they 
would willingly take upon them the sin of 
his sacrilege, to possess such an invaluable 
treasure, 

" It is rather cruel,** said the Demon^ 
*' not to allow you time to enjoy a little 
mirth on the occdsion ; but you most ei;* 
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cuse me, if I desire you to prepare for an 
instant removal/ This request was no 
sooner made, than they cleft the air, and, in 
a few moments, were seated on the roof of 
a house in the neighbourhood of Soho. 

*^ I shall not detain your Lordship long 
in this situation,'* said Asmodeus, " as I 
have a very particular spectacle in view for 
your further amusement, in another part 
of the town ; but as the preparations are 
not quite completed, we will, in the mean 
time, just take a view of what is going 
forward in the district immediately around 



us.** 






My curiosity,'* answered the Count, 
is already directed to the garret opposite 
to^iis, where I perceive several young wo- 
men, who are exchanging the rags of po- 
verty for all the elegant decorations of 
fashionable life. I should suppose that 
they must be actre^es, who are preparing 
themselves to appear in some public exhi- 
bition/* " They are actresses, indeed,'* 
replied the Demon^ " who perform their 
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patte in a tragic draw^ which is eqjaalfy 
calculated to prcx^irce the emotim^s of 
itoiToi: and pity io^ the breast o£ every 
hutnaoe spectator* 

" The house which they inhabit is a 
notorious brothel ;> ai^d th(;se poa>r creatures 
are now decorating themselves to receive 
the evening visitors who frequent it. After 
passing the day in the filth and steneh of 9 
kitchen^ they are driven up to the garret, 
where you now see them, to be dressed out 
as victims for the nocturnal sacrifice of 
pcostitution. The woq^n who receives aU 
the gains of their abandoned life, is enjqy- 
if>g bors^lft ia th4^ parK«ur^ ovei; a.bowl of 
punchy, with a notorious gambler, whoca 
abe supports to. be^ her buify ; or,, as she 
i&xpresses it,, to pi:eservci the character of 
'her bouse/ » 

*' Tbia, I pFesuree," said Dqo Cleofas^ 
** b the hour of sacrifice ; . for I *ee^ in the: 
court to the l^ft of us^ another vii^tim,. ai^ 
fautaisUcally adp^ned with ribboes^ aijui: 
flowersi «$• if shei were destinteii .tp^ ^^^Uaf 



oi p8ga& idoktfiy/ *' Her sacrifice is 
already past,** assweved the Demcm ; '^ the 
poor ^rJ's hoacMir has bean (^red op at 
tiie sbriae of brutal lost, aad ber under* 
akandiiftg; could not surrive the loss : She 
13 no loiter ia ber fight mind^ and is 
confined m the boBse where you now see 
her.'^ 

'^ Her fine form and melancholy aspect, 
interest Bse deeply ^"^ replied the Count; 
'^ and» if her history contains any circum^ 
stances pacUccdarty afl^cting, I shall request 
Ibe CDDQiniHiieatioft of it/' *' The stoiy is 
iMit to the honour of your sex/' replied the 
Demon; ^ Bor will it serve as a iBOsal 
lesson to yoo, who are superior to the cruel 
artifice whidi it di^ay s ; but as it o&rs an 
example of the human passions which has 
iiot yet occurred t& us, I shall, withoot 
beailation> comply with your desire. 

^ ^umn'is (he dau^hlfisr of a worthy man, 
who was steward to a Mr* B- ■ , ^geor- 

tkmaii c^ considerable fortune in the west 
of EngbndL She ims adorned with some 
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share of beauty, and possessed a most ami- 
able disposition, which, from the accidental 
circumstances of her situation, were im- 
proved into elegance and accomplishment. 

Mr. B . had an only daughter ; and 

ais Susan was of her age, she was her con* 
stant play- fellow and companion. — Mr. B, 

being of opinion, that a spirit of 

emulation might incite his daughter to a 
more rapid improvement in the different 
branches of her education, ordered the 

masters who attended Miss B , to give 

their attentions also Susan ; so that she 
became, ia a great degree, as accomplished 
as her friend, for whose sake she was 
instructed. \ 

" Several years had now passed on, and 
Susan was the favourite of all who knew 
her, but of notiemore than the amiable 
young lady, whose* inseparable companion 
she was. The time, however, drew nigh, 
when they were destined to part. A gen- 
tleman of large fortune, whose name was 
Freeman, made proposals of marriage to 
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Miss B ■ ^ which were immediately 

accepted ; and she soon after quitted her 
father's house for that of an husband. 

'^ Susan grieved in sincerity and in 
silence, at this separation from her kind 
patroness ; who^ soon after her marriage, 
set out with her family to make the tour of 
Europe. She remained abroad three years, 
and though Susan loved her father, and 
lived ir^ the continual exercise of duty and 
afioction to him, the letters she received 
from Mrs. Freeman were very principal 
soorceg of happiness to her^ during all that 
tiqie. 

*5 At length, however, her friend returned 
to J^gland, and Susan received an invita- 
tipn.tq pass the following winter with her 
in ..London. It was not long, therqfoi'ei 
before she enjoyed a situation, whicb^ for 
^me tiipe^she thought the happiest npon 
earth. But Susan^ as I have already 
observed^ v(as, handsome, and her person^ 
charms were accompanied with that soft- 
ness of manners, and sensibility of cha- 
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racter, which tend to awaken an ititefest 
in the breast of all who are mthm Iheir 
influence. 

" Thus endowed, Susan waas so wrfbrtu- 
nate as to attract the'Kliertme attentions tif 
Mr. Freeman Tiimself. Though he had 
every reason ^to he attached to ^rs wife, -he 
had not been t^e constant husb^pd 'she 
merited to possess ; and *he was now •en- 
gaged rti the project dfnrAmg another and 
a \Try cruel offering at the ffhrine of mfr- 
dellty. His assiduities, however, did not 
appear lo the Irmfocent, tmswspectang 
Susan, but as the warm attentions of a 
jfriendj— *and'he'wais^<4bIigedto spealc very 
plain indeed, '"beforesho could be^^ei^vraded 
totdiev^thcTeality and extents his'de-' 
ttgrrs. But ^hen, «lt 4«ngdi, ttte • vdl * was 
Brawn aside, and tihe could no longer 
tnisunderstand 'Mn Freemah^i ^ban*- 
doned' proposal,— ^er isStt»tion became 
trtfly deploratife. To inform her hest 
friend of £^11 this cruel tmsiness^ would be 
to-^stcA a dagger in her hosom; andi^ 



remain in her present alarming situation^ 
VlHhoiit taking some eflectaal -method to ' 
guard a^inst the dangers of it, wonld be 
to risk ail that was most dear to herself. 
She, therefore, wrote a precise state of the 
tinhappy circumstances with whidi she "Was 
mirrouttded, to her feflier, and implored his 
immediate presence to isnatch her from 
them. 

. '**In Uhe intenral, however, Mr. Free- 
man, who'had been baffled In his more 
Open advances, *laid a secret pSan, in whfcb 
be tirueHy succeeded :-*-for when u man is 
«6 lost io principle, and so profligate in rtie 
inidkilgence of hiB passion,; as to employ an 
^latte, that he may take the br«tal advan- 
tage of insensiKlity,— where is the inno-^ 
eenee : th&t - can withstand iiim ?*^Poor 
Sttsan awakened from 'lier delirinm; and 
fomid hersetfm a strange apirtthent; and 
in her vroktdr^ wms. She became in- 
stantly outrageous, and on hearing %ef 
situation explained, her frenzy augmented; 
Afererimnaiediately ensued^ ^ndher'sehsfts 
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wretched female, they are like those la- 
fernal fiends who are permitted by heav^ 
to make poor Susan mad, — and kec!p 
her so.' 

*^ As for Mrs. Freeman,'' continued As- 
modeus, ** she was so sensibly affected with 
the iniquity of her husband's conduct, that 
she insisted on an immediate separation, 
and is retired to live with her lather m the 
country ; where an increasing nervous dis- 
order serves to heighten her affliction, and 
will shortly pat an end to it/ 

** I not pnl}' expected," said Don Cleo- 
fas, ** but sincerely hoped that your story 
would not have finished here. I longed to 
hear that the author of all this misery, 
though he may have eluded the vengeance 
of the law, has found an ignominious and 
mortifying punishment in the avowed con- 
tempt and abhorrence of all mankind."-r~ 
^* Alas !*' my good friend," replied the De- 
mon, ** y u are most woefully mistaken. If 
you imagine, that a man with an estate of 
ten thousand j;6unds a year, who lives in 



Splendour and hospitality, and acts, in the 
language of the world, like a gentleman, 
will lose his character or his friends among 
people of fashion, — because he has broken 
the heart of an amiable wife, or, in any 
way, violated the hi aour of a country 
steward's daughter. 

** But we will now, if you please, turn 
away from such an unpleasant object ; and 
to relieve your attention from the horrors 
of human depravity, I shall transfer it to a 
very uncc^mmon example of human in- 
dustry ; I therefore recommend that busy 
person, in the lower room of a large house 
a Kttie to the right of' us, to your very par- 
ticular notice. The table at which he is 
writing, is covered with books and papers, 
and the room is surrounded with piles of 
printed works in sheets." " He is then, 
I presume,'* said Don Cleofas, ** an author 
of great reputation.*' ** I cannot absolutely 
allow that,*' answered the Demon ; ** but 
if you will prepare a tolerable stock of 



F 2 
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patience and recoUection> I will give you a 
catalogue of what he is. 

He is — ^ Printer^ 
A Publisher, 
A Bookseller, 
An Author, . . 
A Compiler J 
A Translator, 
An Editor, 
An Orator, 
An Almanack'Makety 
And— -^ Parson. 

^^ His wife also, for he suffers no one 
that belongs to him to rest in peace^ with- 
out attempting to turn. the penny^/is ready 
to teach persons of her own sex, vocal and 
instrumental music. 

" To give you an adequate idea of the 
various publications which have proceeded 
from the versatile* labours of tjiis indefati- 
gable man, I shall astonish you with an ac- 
count of the general subjects of them. — 
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"They arc, — iChronology, 

History^ 

Lawy 

Geographj/y 

Biography^ 

Travels^ 

Manners^ 

Morals, 

Novels, 

CEconomy, 

Farmings 

Gardening, 

Horse- Dealings 
And — Divinity. 
' ^^ But his most celebrated publication, 
and that which possesses the greatest share 
of originality, is a work invented to sav^ 
his brother parsons the trouble of making 
their own sermons, without being suspected 
of peaching those of others. 
* " For this* purpose he has invented, or 
somebody for him, a species of printing 
types, imitating that kind of crabbed cha^ 
racters, which may be supposed to flow from 
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the pen of an orthodox divme. With this 
curious letter he ha^ printed, at various 
times, a great number of sermons, selected 
and compiled from the works of celebrated 
preachers, which, at a very small distance, 
possess the appearance of a manuscript. 
So that an idle parson may place one of 
these discourses on the cashio!) of his pul- 
pit, with full confidence, that any part of 
his congregation who may be so situated as 
to overlook it, will give him all the credit 
he can desire, for a sermon of his own 
composition, and written with his own pen ; 
and as every emphatic word is <iBrefully 
marked in these discotn-ses, the clergy ^re 
equally indebted to him for his instruetiona 
in reading, as well as his assistance m 
preaching. 

•* But this is not all: — The reverend 
gentleman is too zealous in any of his im*« 
provements or produettons, not to eictend 
them to every degree of utility to which 
they can possibly be adapted. He has, 
therefore, composed a certain quaiHity of 
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beginniogsand endings, which, bdng tacked 
on, under his written directions, to any of 
these sermons, will render them suitable to 
all times, seasons, or occasions, to which a 
sermon can be applied. 

" For instance, — a discourse for Christ- 
mas day, by a proper introduction of be- 
ginnings and e.ndings, will serve equally 
well for Good-Friday, or Easter Sunday, or 
the Ascension, &c. ; so that the SAOie ser- 
mon, by an appropriate change of th<$ 
occasional and convenient additions, mpy 
be preached, with equal propriety, before^ 
the King, or the Lord-Mayor ; the Judges. 
of Assize, or the Apothecaries' Company i. 
the Sons of the Clergy, or the Convicts in 
Newgate. — By the same transformfition of 
spenery, it will suit a feast, or a fast i— an 
inauguration, or a fifth of November ; — a 
rpusic- meeting, or a funeral;— the Con--. 
stitutional Society, or King Chsirle^-s Mar*. 
tyrdom. 

" This industrious divine, of various^ 
callings, is, without doubt^ a niost useful 
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character, by diffusing so much important 
knowledge in the world, and adding, in so 
great a degree to the ease and convenience 
of life. Nevertheless, envious witticism 
has been known to indulge itself on his 
subject ; and while some have described 
him as an ass laden with books, others have 
represented him as an harlequin, arrayed in 
a party-coloured garment, every patch of 
which is covered with a title-page of one 
or other of his publications.- 

" But from the slavery of learning," 
continued the Demon, " permit me to in- 
troduce you to the dignity of it. For this 
purpose, you must look across the street to 
a drawing-room, elegantly illuminated, and 
observe a company of gentlemen seated 
round a table, who are examining, with 
rhicroscopes, an object that seems to excite 
their utmost curiosity, and to occupy all 
their attention. 

"The house, where this party is assem- 
bled, belongs to the president of a very 
learned society ; and the gentleman who 
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ats with his back towards the chimney- 
piece, has the honour of possessing that 
ch^acter. The subject of their accurate- 
investigation and laborious discussion,, is. 
a very curious butterfly ; in whose organs- 
of generation a defect has been discovered, 
which renders the sex of the insect very 
doubtful. The important question, there-, 
fore, that has arisen, is, whether this defect 
is accidental or specific. But the opinioms 
of these scientific men are so opposite, and 
maintained with such obstinacy, that na- 
tural history will not, at present, be en- 
riched with a decided opinion on this very 
interesting subject." 

4.*^But who is that grave- looking person," 
said the Count, ** whom I see sitting in 
an unnoticed state of tranquillity, at the 
other end of the room ; and is, to all ap- 
pearance, excluded from any share in the 
solemn discussion r*' i 

" He has been waiting there these two 
hours," answered Asmodeus, ".for. an audi- 
ence of the president ; and, in one more, 

f3 
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he may be able to obtain it. Some foolish 
people might be disposed to think that he 
did not merit such neglectful treatment ; 
and he himself, perhaps, may be weak 
enough to be of the same opinion ; 
but his mind has long been habituated to 
the practice of patience, — for he is one of 
the first mathematicians of this age o# 
ODuntry." 

" In the very next house," said Don 
Cleofas, ** I perceive an elderly gentleman, 
and who, from the employment that now 
engages him, I may presume, adds another, 
liteniry character to our evening observa* 
tions. Permit me to enquire, my good 
friend, into the subject of that manu* 
script which now occupies his studious 
labours." 

^ ** It is,'^ answered the Demon, " a cer- 
tain treatise on mortality, called a last will 
and testament. He is a fanciful old ba«: 
chelor, and is possessed of considerable 
property. For sonie years past, he hai 
nexer failed to alter his will, and change bis 
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heir, at least every three months; but 
fioding that the moment he has made any 
one the inheritor of his fortune, he con- 
ceived so violent an aversion to him, as to 
he very uneasy in his company ; he is de-. 
termined, at last, to leave thp whole of hia. 
eistate to a man whom he has nev^r seen, pr 
is likely to see ; and the business of this 
evening, in which you see him so an^^iously 
employed, is to make a testamentary ar- 
rangement for that curious purpose/' 

"But my attention isalready transferred," 
said Dotn Cleofas, '' to a jovial little com- 
pany, in a tavern to the right of us ; and 
who do not seem to be employing their 
thoughts on any tiling like mortality. 
On the contrary, they appear to be enjoy- 
ing their bottle with so much satisfaction, 
that the very sight of them makes me 
thirst)/ 

** That- party/* answjered the Demon,, 
" consists of two naval and twp military^ 
officers, all of whom enjoy vt ry lucrative, 
employments or prolituble rank. You, 
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may, perhaps, on that account, be disposed 
to consider them with an eye of pleasure, 
as men who possess great professional me- 
rit, and have deserved highly of their 
country : But be that as it may, — they 
Owe their present situation to otherand more 
fortunate circumstances — ^The first sings 
2ln excellent song, — the second has been 
useful to a great man's pleasure, -^the third 
haST a very handsome wife, — and the fourth 
a very beautiful sister. I perceive,*' con- 
tinued Asmodeus, " a very lively expres- 
sion of astonishment arising in your Lord- 
ship's countenance ; — but such, my dear 
friend, is the way of this wicked world in 
which you live;— and such are no very 
uncommon means of advancement in it. — 
Nor will it lessen your surprise, when I 
bring to your recollection, that this very 
evening, we have seen a naval officer, of 
great merit, who keeps a lodging-house for 
his support. But were I to take you to 
some of the remote parts of the kingdom, 
where the necessaries of life are cheap,- 
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you would there behold many a brave man, 
who has lost half his limbs in the defence 
of his country, just able to sustain the 
remainder on the miserable pittance which 
the gratitude of that country allows him. 

" But before we take our flight from' 
this quarter, I will indulge you with a more 
satisfactory spectacle. 

" For this purpose," continued the De- 
mon ; " I must solicit your attention to 
the lady who, in an upper story before us, 
is looking with an affectionate attention on 
two children, who are asleep in the bed, 
the curtains of which she has just opened. 
With what an air of vigilant tenderness 
she regards them.'* 

" The watchful spirit of maternal ten- 
derness has, I presume/' said the Count, 
*^ conducted her to this amiable office."— 
" It is even so," answered Asmodeus; 
*^ though she is not their mother by na- 
ture — but by adoption ; and as it is my de- 
sign to unfold to you the operations of the 
mind, in all their various influences, I shall 
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make no apology for introducing you to 
the history of the person who if the ob* 
ject of your immediate attention.— It i^ as, 
follows : 

<< Meretilla was originally a maid-servant 
to 9 gentleman of family and fortune. He 
had lost a wife whom he loved, was left 
\vithout children, and from certain circum- 
stances, which it would interrupt my present 
subject to explain, he was rather disgusted 
with the world. He lived much at home, 
and generally passed the greatest part of 
every day in the occupations of his library* 
He was, however, still of an age to be sen- 
sible to the charms of beauty, and to 
feel the superior pleasure of female society ;. 
— ^aud having determined never to marry 
again, the design of forming a' con-, 
nexion of a different and less obligatory, 
nature, had qlten occurred to \i\\\\ : suclv 
however, was the turn of his disposition,, 
and the retirelnent of his life, that the dif- 
ficulty of arranging a bu^iiies?of this kind, 
to his satisfaction, was almost insuperable. 
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At lertgth^ he cast his eyes on Merettlla :-^ 
she was rather handsome, possessed a very 
pleasing manner of behaviour, for one in 
her station, and was remarkable for an un- 
common sweetness of voice, which disco- 
vered itself even in the most ordinary oc- 
casions of speech. Her master, therefore, 
made proposals to her of a very liberal na- 
ture, and she did not long hesitate in ac- 
cepting them. 

" With this gentleman she lived during 
the few years he lived himself, and had so 
won his regard by her amiable and pleasing 
demeanour, that, at his death, he left her 
a very comfortable provision.— However, 
such had been her conduct, and m) much 
was she improved by the instructions of 
her late friend, that it was not long before 
she was solicited, with offers of great ad- 
vantage, to receive a successor to him. 

** Meretilla possessed a very good under- 
standing ; and she could not but knoWjj 
that the way of life in which she had been 
lateiy engaged, was Qonsidc^red with coqi- 
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tempt by the greater part of mankind, and 
with a distant pity by the rest ; she deterr 
mined, therefore, to make some amends* 
for this disadvantage, by paying a very prin- 
cipal attention to her own interest ; and as* 
she was in a situation to despair almost of 
becoming respectable, she was resolved ta 
employ every prudent means of incrieasing^ 
her independence. She accordingly, in 
direct opposition to the conduct of the 
greater part of her unfortunate dass, took 
care to avoid all extravagance of fashioiv 
and pleasure, and to practise the saving art 
of a judicious economy; so that she was^ 
niever quitted, from the caprice or lassitude 
of any of her protectors, without havings 
made a considerable addition to her fortune* 
When her last friend died, who left her 
five thousand pounds, she found herself 
not only in the possession of an ample 
independence; but in a comparative state of 
affluence. 

" Thus situated, she made the prudent^ 
and^ it surely may be called^ the virtuous 
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resolution of bidding adieu to her former 
mode of life. With this view, she took 
the house she now inhabits, in a part of 
the town very distant from that where she 
had hitherto lived ; and as she had been ac* 
customed to appear very little in public, 
she now flattered herself with the hope of 
passing the rest of her days unsuspected 
and unknown. 

" It so happened, that her landlord, who 
is a man of some property, is a very zealous 
methodist ; and as she had formed an inti* 
macy in his family, it may be natural to 
suppose that she could not escape without 
being, in some degree, infected by the en- 
thusiasm of the tabernacle. This was really 
the case ; and, under such an influence, 
she soon began to look on her past life as 
stained with a crime, that could only be* 
done away by the propitiations of that 
'which remained. To obtain this important 
and consolatory end, she determined- to 
employ the gains of prostitution in works* 
of charity ; and her methodistical friends 
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did not fail to furnish her with continual 
opportunities of fulfilling b^r pious resolu- 
tions. Such is her present situation ; and 
the particular example of benevolence, 
which has quickened jour attention to her, 
will conclude my story. 

*^ A confidential clerk to an eminent 
banker^ having entered into engagements 
for a false friend, which he could not fulfil, 
was compelled to change the enjoyment 
of a comfortable home for the miseries of 
a prison. As thq maintenance of himself 
and his family entirely depended on that 
personal attendance which was now im- 
practicable» distress spon began to priesi. 
hard upon them. He grew d^spondeqi^ 
and his children cried for bread ; but hi& 
wife was handsom<^ ; and, on applying to 
9ne of her female friends, whom sha 
thought the best woman in the world, she, 
was kindly advised to prostitute her charmsi^ 
in prder to relieve her distress, and thgi 
means of doing it with secrecy and advan* 
tage were readily suggested. The poor, 
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womah trembled at the unexpected propo- 
sal ; — but her babes would soon want food, 
and their tinhappy mother was on the eve 
of sacrificing herself for their sakes. — With 
the last trifle, * however, that she could 
raise, she made her deplorable case known 
to the public; and the advertisement, which 
related the stofy of her distresses, happily 
met the eyes, and awakened the compas* 
sionate attention of Meretilla ; who imme* 
diately sent for the unfortunate woman, to 
give a particular account of her sorrows. 

» 

They were no sooner explained thaa 
refieved. Her husband was shortly restored 
to his former situation, and the &mily re* 
instated in its former comfort. Meretilla 
has since taken the children to her own 
house, to superintend their education ;•*«-« 
and, when she dies, will leave her fortune 
between them. Thus> by saving an ami- 
able woman from prostitution, Meretilla 
trusts, and surely without being guilty of 
presumption, that she has made some 
atonement for her own. 
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" And now,'* added the Demon, " we 
will proceed on the progress of the even- 
ing. 

'^ But before we depart,'* 5aid the Count, 
" be so tind as to satisfy my curiosity re- 
lative to a small group of gentlemen in the: 
parlour of that large house at the corner 
of the street^ who seem to be debating 
some important subject, and are so eager 
in the business, that they are all speaking 
at one and the same moment/ 

" They are three physicians of . emi- 
nence/* answered Asmodeus, " who haite 
been employed in a consultation on the 
disorder of a sick man of fashion, who is 
dying in the. room over them.** " Then, 
I suppose,'* said Don Cleofas, " that these 
learned sons of Galen do not agree as ta 
the nature of the remedies to be prescribed 
for the patient.** '* You never were more 
mistaken in your life,*' . said the Dempn ; 
'* their professional business was dispatched 
in a very few minutes, and they are now 
engaged in a violent dispute on politics t 
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but to cx>inplete the scene, — their political 
altercation will be interrapted and cut 
short, by the information that their patient 
has breathed his last. Thus it is that me- 
dical men habitually trifle with death, till 
he knocks at their own doors." 

** But I beg of you/' said the Count, 
** to arrest our progress for a few minutes, 
to give me some account of a man I see 
in a small room to the left of us, who has 
a large quantity of papers before him, and 
appears to be perusing one of them with 
peculiar satisfaction/' ^* Nor is he' alto- 
gether unworthy of your attention," ob- 
served the Demon. *' He is a man of 
some talents; but, in his own opinion, 
they are not, never have been, and never 
will be, surpassed by mortal intelligences^ 
He is writing his own life, which, he iflat- 
ters himself, will be so universally read and 
admired, as not only to establish his fame, 
but- fill his purse. — In the hope of awaken- 
ing the public curiosity to his wprk, he 
contrives to introduce a variety of well- 
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knoim cbaraeters, all of whom be treats 
with greater or less severity* — There is bat 
one person mentioned in this piece of bio- 
graphy, whom he flatters^ and that per- 
son is himself. 

" He is at this moment reading an ai^- 
connt which he has written of the private 
failings and characteristic weaknesses of a 
very distinguished person, now no morfe, 
whose warm friendship and confidential 
regard enabled him to become acquainted 
with them. — He is quite delighted to think 
^hat pleasing novelties they will prove to 
the envious and malignant part of man- 
kind,— lo hearts of the same texture as 
his own. 

^^ But is not sach an act as this a viola- 
tion of the most sacred rights of friend- 
ship ?! — Is it not the basest kind of ingra- 
titude, to be let into the unsuspecting 
heart of a good man, and to, expose those 
weaknesses, from which the best are not 
exempt, to the curious eye and ready de- 
rision of the Wu.rld ? — That 4:onsideratioii 
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has no weight whatever with this wortfiy 
gentleman. His only object is to satisfy 
his vanity, and to nnake the public pay for 
it. — But, by way of gratification, I do not 
hesitate to inform you, that he will be dis- 
appointed in both. — Very few of the vo- 
lumes, which he is preparing, will travel 
beyond the warehouse of the bookseller 
who may publish them." 

The Demon now seized Don Cleofas by 
the arm, and, in a few moments, they were 
seated on the top of St. Giles's Church, 
from whence they possessed a very com- 
manding view of the various scenes and 
engagements which are appropriate to that 
accomplished part of the town. 

*^ This quarter," said the Demon, *^ is 
notorious for being the resort and habita- 
tiofi of the inferior class of rogues and va- 
gabonds who infest this city ; and tii pre- 
senting them to your attention, I infringe 
upon the province of a Spirit who is ap- 
pointed to preside over them ; of course, I 
run some risk of being called to an account 
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by my superiors for the intrusion ; more 
especially as he and I are the least con- 
nected of any of our confraternity. Love 
is the passion assigned to my direction ; 
and poverty and roguery are, in general, 
its most inveterate enemies. We must, 
therefore, dispatch our business here with 
all possible expedition." 

" Do then, be so kind/' said Don Cleo- 
fas, " as to begin with communicating to 
me the meaning of a figure which I see 
in the garret opposite to us. It is dressed 
in the common habit of a man, and is 
suspended by wires from the ceiling: — if 
I mistake not, there are a great number 
of small bells slenderly hung on every part 
of it." 

" You now look," answered the Demon, 
" on an academy for teaching the sublime 
art of picking pockets, with a motley 
groupe of ragged pupils, who are taking 
their lessons in it ; and when any of those 
boys have attained the dexterity of purloin- 
ing an article from the difterent pockets of 
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t^ figure^ without producing a sound from 
any of the bells, — they are considered as 
being sufficient adepts in their trade ; which 
they are then dispatched to exercise in 
tlie streets and public places of this metro-* 
polis. But I must intreat you to observe, 
that while the master of the school is 
busied in giving his instructions, one of his^ 
pupils affords a very sufficient proof of the 
advantage he has received from them, by 
conveying a tobacco-box from his pocket, 
without his being sensible of the tlieft^ 

" In the floor beneath, there ar^ three 
well-looking, stout young men, who ^re 
feasting luxuriously, on a fine piece of 
roast beef, and washing it down with plenty 
of good liquor. As soon as they have 
finished their banquet, each of them will 
get into a good bed, and sleep in comfort* 
tin the morning ; when, after having 
taken a plentiful breakfast, they will sally 
forth in the character of maimed and 
wounded sailors, to solicit the charity of 

'VOL. iiJ. a 
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the public, with scarce a sound limb among- 
them.*' » •. 

" In the very next house, however/' said 
Don Cleofas, " I perceive two women, 
whose limbs appear to possess all the 
strength and activity necessary to tear each 
Qlher to pieces. They are fighting with 
such a degree of savage fiiry, that if some 
©f their neighbours do not interfere, it will 
surely end in the death of one or other of. 
the combatants. What, in the name of» 
wonder, can be the object of such an inve-f 
terate contest ?** 

'* A very innocent one,'* answered As-' 
tnodeus ; " for it is a poor little babe, who. 
is now sleeping in a cradle, which you may 
see iti a corner of the room, and happily in-, 
sensible to all the discord it occasions. One. 
pf these women is the mother of tFie infant, 
and the other is a beggar, who hired it, at 
a Stipulated price, for the day, as an addi-- 
tioruil . incitemt^nt to the charity of the. 
charitable. 

•^ The parent, however, having observed 
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Some marks upon its neck, which the 
other aeknowtedged to have produced by 
pinching it, in order to call forth those 
cries which might compel, as it were, the 
compassionate relief of the passenger ;— ' 
the former made an immediate demand of 
8om<e extraordinary gratuity for such an use 
of the cditld, for which the latter had not bar- 
gained ; and the absolute refusal to comply' 
with such a reasonable requisition, has occa« 
sioned this furious combat; which will 
not cease, till the enraged parties are no 
longer able to continue it. » 

- " And now, by one hasty step/' con- 
tinued the Demon, "'I must descend with 
you to the cellar of the same mansion, and 
shall beg the favour of your Lordship to 
inform me, whether you see any thing that 
merits your particular attentioh in that 
agreeable cavern ?'' 

• " Besides certain preparations for eating 
and drinking,'* answered the Count, " I 
perceive a long table, without any cloth or 
covering v/hatever, with a number of 

G 2 
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wooden trenchers, placed ]n $s regfiW 
order as if tbey were nailed upon it^ a|;id ^ 
proportionate quantity of knives ^nd forks^ 
fastened bj small iron chains to thiQ spot/* 
^^ All this various arraqgement," said tb<& 
Semoni " proceeds from the very necessaqr 
circumspection of the honest landlord of 
this subterranean banquetting-room; For 
s^ch is the well-known disposition of bis 
guests, that if he does not take care to be 
paid before-hand, he will nev^r be paid at. 
all ; and if he did npt employ the precau^ 
tion of securing his implements of eaungy 
as you see them, he might Iqok in vain, at 
t^ie close of the. evening, for a single knife 
cm: fork, or one solitary tn^cher, to employ 
ip the service of his own supper. 

*^ I must now desire you to let ypw eye 
run a little down thcj alley itpfimediajteljr 
opposite to us, and you cannot avoid seeing 
a company of very ill-looking men, who 
are at this moment debating a matter of 
some importance, with a smart young fel- 
low, in a blye great-coat, and a silver Jaced 
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hat, with a cockade in it. They are a gang 
of house- breakers, who are settling a plan 
to enter the hotel of a nobleman who is 
knovm to possess a very superb service of 
plate ; and the young man, ^ who is one of 
his Lordship's faithfal servants, has agreed, 
upon tertain terms, to leave a lower win- 
dow of the hon^e in such a defenceless 
state, as to afford them a very easy entrance. 
V^He, however, rnsi^ts up'oii being paid in 
tr^vance; arid they refuse to rev\^rd hirA 
for liii iniquity, till his fidelity to them is 
proved by the success of their operations ; 
so that thi natural suspicion, which thes6 
"villairis entertain of each other, will pre^ 
serve the noble Lord's plate on his side- 
board,— at least, for the present.^ 

«* There is, however, in the cellar of the 
tt^iniwg house,* said Don Cleofas, " ti ; 
p6or laborious man, who appears to have 
dther Views of c^taining the precious mes* 
t^ls : for, from his actual occupation, I 
Should suppose him to be one of those ^ 
Jhiser^blfi philosophers, who console them* 
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selves in present |x>verty, with the fancifisl 
expectations of fallacious alchymy." 
, "Be that as it may," answered the De* 
men, " this evening, at least, will not gra- 
tify his hopes ; for the furnace which he is 
now preparing, is intended to ni.clt down 
the beautiful and laboured fornns of that 
massive booty with which his honest neigh- 
bours had fully expected to supply him. 

** On the opposite side of the alley, you 
may see a man, and a very sturdy fellow 
too, who is threatening to chastise a poor, 
submissive, trembling woman, with a very 
unmerciful beating. He is a beggar by 
profession ; and, after a very successful day, 
—for a gentleman, from the warm inattenr 
tion of charity, gave him a guinea instead 
of an halfpenny,— ^ordereid a repast of the 
best tea, with double- refined sugar ; and is 
now nienacing his wife with a severe bas- 
tinado, for having buttered his toast only oa 
one side.** 

" While you were speaking,** said the 
Count, " my atltntion has been engaged bjr 
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two very old men, in shabby apparel, in the 
first house^ in a kind of court opposite to 
us. They were conversing, with great 
gravity, though with an apparent ear- 
nestness, by the light of a very dim taper, 
stuck in a piece of clay ; — when, before 
I could well observe what they were about, 
one of them put out the light, and I can 
see nothing more of them/* 

" They are two very wealthy misers,'* 
answered the Demon, " who are conversing 
together upon a little plan of usury ; and, 
as the business requires the exertion of no 
sense but that of hearing, they conceive it 
to be an unpardonable extravagance to 
waste an inch of a farthingx candle, when 
their business with each other can be as 
well transacted in the dark. , ' 

" But I must now intreat your Lordship 
to^ ascend two pair of stairs, that I may 
have the honour of introducing you to a 
person of some rank, and no little import- 
ance in this metropolis. You will there 
«ee two men very busily employed in ex- 
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amining a quantify of wearing apparel.-— 
The elder of the two is a reputable dealer 
in old clothes, and the other is a very 
lionourable gentlenaan, pretty generally 
known, in this country, under the title of 
Jack Ketch. He is the public executioner 
of this city; and, having hanged half a 
dozen convicts this tnorning, is now ccme 
to dispose of their clotlies, which are a 
part of the fees belonging to his respectable 
office.** 

" What a wonderful encouragenaent,*' 
cxcTairaed Don Cleofas, " do the wants and 
vices of this town afford for industry, and 
ingenuity !' *' It' is very true," said the 
Demon ; *' and in the first-fioor of that 
very house, there is another curious ex* 
ample of it. You must there see a wo- 
man surrounded with as many baskets of 
linen, of varions kiiwis, as would be Mffi* 
dent to stock a considerable warebousa^ all 
ef which are stolen goods; and her ad-* 
mirable occupation consists in unr^veUing 
the marks with which their former owners 
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had distingmshed them ; in order that they 
may hereafter be offered to sale, without 
risking a discovery of the honest people 
who stole them. 

• " I shall propose another character to 
your attention," continued Asmodeus, " and 
we will then quit a district of which you 
have, probably, seen enough to satisfy 
your curiosity ; and where, to tell you the 
truth, for reasons already explained, I am 
not quite at my ease. 

" Cast your eyes, therefore, on a small ' 
chamber, in the adjoining house, where 
you will see a very old man blowing a fire, 
with an earthen ptpkin upon it, in which 
he is preparing a little broth for his ^upper. 
As you must perceive that his little apart- 
ment is furnished in a very neat, though 
humblfe manner, it will call forth your sur- 
prise, perhaps, when I tell you, that his 
daily business is that of soliciting alms in 
the streets. He has actually followed the 
trade of a beggar near forty yeafs ; and it 

will add to your astonishment, when I teU 

G 3 
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you I that the business has answered sa 
well, as to enable him, if he thought 
proper, instead of receiving charity on footj^ 
to distribute it himself from a coach. 

"An humble demeanour, cleanly rags, 
tin occasional cough, an infirm gait, a 
trembling hand, and .an affecting modesty 
of salicitation, with a ready story, .full of 
Uncommon misfortunes, have combined to 
the acquisition of greater gain, tlian many 
a man finds from the employment of active 
diligence, and the exertion of superior 
talents. 

" He has a wife of his own age, ^nd a 
(laughter who has not yet reached her 
twentieth year, both of whom are sup- 
ported by him in all the decent comforts of 
life. His. wife had formerly followed the 
occupation of her husband;, and, at the 
time when a daughter was added to them, 
the} had contrived, by their industry and 
oecoDpmy, to amass a very considerable sum 
of money. The good man, therefore, de- 
Uvmn^dy though he was a beggar, and hoA- 
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formed the resolution to continue his trade 
as long as he was- able, to bring up his 
child as a gentlewoman. His wife, there- 
fore, in a short time, assumed the character 
of a widow ; a convenient house was taken 
by her in a retired part of the town, where 
she has resided ever since, and the daugh- 
ter has received an education becoming the 
fortune she is destined to possess* As 
they conduct themselves with great pro-- 
priety, they . are considered with much 
respect by the small circle of their ac- 
quaintance; and the father visits them, at 
stated periods, as a poor old man, who iS| 
in a great measure, indebted for his sup- 
port to their benevolence. Nay, so per* 
fectly does he understand his character, 
that he receives very frequent donations 
from the visitors of his wife and daughter ; 
abd it was but the other day, that he ac- 
cepted, with humble gratitude, an eleemo- 
synary half crown from a benevdent man, 
whois.the music*master of the latter. 
, <^ Thus he pursues his! successful voca- 
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tion ; aiid^ as o|:^x>rtunity serves^ conveys 
U>e fruits of his perseverance to bis wife^ 
vi/ho acts the part of a fiiithful steward; 
and in whose name a smn of no soiaU ac« 
count is invested in the public funds." 

** This is one of the most extraordmary 
histories/* said Don Cleofa s ■ ■ ^* Do 
not interrupt roe, if you please/' replied 
Asmodeus ; '^ far the most interesting part 
of the business h yet to be related. 

" The gains of the day, £br some time 
past; have not been the only objects of this 
dd man's consideration. His child is of m 
age to be settled in the worlds and the 
father is in a condition to command^ as far 
as mcxiey will do it, a very comfortable 
situation for her. But how to arrange 
such an^important purpose, so as to prevent 
his being deceived on the gg^ hand, and to 
preserve his daughter from bang disgraced 
on the other, has been of late so continu- 
ally in his tlioughts, that he has frequentif 
suffered the passengers in the streets to 
cgcD pe his habitual solicitation. At lengthy 



however, aa idea oeCQUred to him, which, 
^ter some refiecticMiy grew into a project 
that he determined to put in immediate 
execution, — and he has this day fulfilled his 
design. 

" Ijt has, for many years, been his orcli* 
nary practice to attend, on Sundays, /at the 
door of siKne or other of the numerous 
places of pubUc worship in this metropolis, 
to solicit the charity of their respective 
congregations. Among others, he has 
frequently visited a chapel, at the weft« 
end of the town ; and, for some time past, 
however casual the contributions might be 
of the people who frequented it, he never fail- 
ad to receive a small piece of silver, accom* 
paniedwith kind expressions of consolation, 
from a young clergyman, who officiates 
as the preacher of it* ^ 

<^ No longer ago than Suuday last, he 
attended there on his accustomed business; 
and it being a very rainy day, the clergyman 
doubled his lisual benevoleoce, — ask^ed him- 
several questions concerning his age and 



} 
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his distresses, and desired the niendicant to 
call upon him on this morning, to receive 
further relief; as he had a sum of money 
entrusted to his discretion, by a charitable 
lady, that it might be distributed among 
such objects as appeared to him deserving 
of it 

** The old beggar, who had every reason 
to bless the benevolent spirit of this ami- 
able dergyman, conceived a desire to know 
something more concerning him ; and 
talking an opportunity to make enquiries 
in the neighbourhood, he was informed 
that his benefactor was a person of most 
exemplary character, and that his prefer- 
ment in the church was very inadequate to 
bis superior merits. Or^ receiving this 
information, the old man determined to 
avail himself of the opportunity he should 
shortly possess, of unfolding the whble 
history of his life to the young divine ; and,' 
at the same time, to make him an offer of 
all he poas^sed^ if he would consent to 
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receive it 09 the marriage-portion of his 
daughter. 

" On this morning the worthy clergy- 
man was astonislied with the premeditated 
proposal. He, at first, conceived that th§ 
poor age4 mendicant was, in addition to 
his other afflicttuns^ deprived of his right 
underslapding, and he could not. help dis*^ 
covering somewhat of his very natural sus<- 
picions on the occasion. He was, however^ 
after 9pme further conversation, fully con- 
vinced that this extraordinary beggar was 
soifipiently wealthy to realize his proposals ; 
which were no less than to give him twelve 
thousand pounds, as the marriage- portion 
of his daughter ; and to secure him, at 
leastj six more on the death of her 
mother. 

** .This was an offer which the young 
divinp could not, with any degree of pru- 
dence, either hastily accept, or perfgmpto-. 
rily refuse. He pro^nised, however, to pay 
a visit that very afternoon^ to the female 
part of the family ; and the-old man^ hay-. 
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^S g^^'cn him a written introduction for 
that purpose, took his leave, to pursue the 
usual occupation of the daj. 

** I shall not enter into a detail of the 
Various operations of this strange event 
upon the reverend gentleman's mind ; nor 
shall I undertake to determine, whether 
Curiosity or interest, or what other motive 
prepondt^rated, to induce him to pay the 
promised visit. It will be sufficient for me 
to inform you, that he fulfilled the promise 
he had made, — that he found all the old 
nian*s representations to him fulljr con- 
firmed, and that the daughter was a wo- 
man of such a pleasing appearance and ami- 
able manners, thai; he would not have 
hesitated a moment to have led her to the 
altar,- -if she had not been the offspring 
of a beggar. 

"While this idea' was working in his 
tliind, a very gentle stroke of the knocker 
Announced the arrival *of the father. The* 
maid-seryant Wak immediately dispatched 
6A some premeditated errand, and tho^ ^ 



subject 6{ tbe morning was renewed asid 
enforced ; — Tiil, at length, tbe pecuniary 
advantages wbich were offered, tbe cbarms 
of the yonng woman, and the bard-wrang 
promise of the old man, that he would im*> 
mediately quit his trade,, assume a becom- 
ing appearance, and retire to live in the 
country, — determined tbe clergyman ta 
marry the beggar's daughter. 

" In a very short time the nuptials will 
be solemnized, and the newspapers wil] an- 
nounce, in due forfn^ the marriage of the 
Rev. Mr. ■, morning preacher of 

■ ■ , Chapel, to Miss ■ ■ ■ '-^ daughter 

of Mrs. — , o( Street, Mary- 

te-bon^:— and I do not know of a matri- 
monial engageinent that promises more 
solid happiness, 

^ The old man i» now taking his last 
au^per in a chamber, which he has inha-i* 
bited so many years, and will leave with 
some regret, to pass, what he considers, 
»R idle and onprofituble life, in a village at 
a atnall distance from totrn ; from, wlience. 
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however, he will occasionally steal to pay a 
short visit to his daughter: — and, which 
his reverend son-in-law by no means sus- 
pects, to indulge hioiself in an eleemosy- 
nary stroll in some of the less-frequented 
streets of the metropolisir 

** The pious clergyman will never fail to 
treat him with all becoming regard ; but, 
at the same time, according to the princi- 
pfes of that religion whose doctrines it 13 
his profession ta teach^ he will be most 
sincerely rejoiced when the old man has 
exchanged this world for a better." 

My astonishment/' said Don Cleofas, 

at this history, which I hav^ heard from 
you, is equal, I believe, to that of the par- 
son, when he heard it from the beggar 
himself." ^^ That is very possible," replied 
A^modeus: — " I must, however, be so un- 
polite as to acquaint you, that there is ho 
time, at present, for your observations/' 

^' But what elamorous shoutings," et- 
clatmed Don Cliepfas, " ring in my ears ? — 
It must proceed; surely^ from some violent^ 






IN BNGLAITIX 139 

I — 

popukr commotion t — and now I perceive^ 
at the 'end of the street, a tumultuoos as^ 

• 

aemblage of people, which^ from the ap- 
parent, cofitest of (he parties engaged, 
ferebodes no little mischief. — A very for- 
.^rridable attack, if: I bvA not: mistaken, is 
made upon a houses which seems, however^ 
to possess a garrison determined to de- 
fend it;* . 

^* This is a part of the town," replied 
the Demon, " where, from the character 
and circumstances of the inhabitants, these 
disorders are morC; frequent than in anj 
<Hhen 

./".Some of the members^ of a club in 
this vicinkyf having been insulted by per* 
sons who belong to a similar society, now 
assembled at a public house in this street, 
the whole body of the former have sallied 
forth to revenge their mislieated br^hren^- 
by the attack which is now the object .of 
your attention»*^-^w(M^ds not. being in .this 
country a civil weapon,, cu^ with you in 
Spain^ no other mischief wJH ensue:than a 
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km broken fanda, and some broken whi^ 
4owft»*^The pohct will sodn interfene,. and 
peace be shortly i^tored. Toir are dis^ 
|iosed, fM-obably, to arraign the inefficacy 
of the law% whidi sofTer such intasion di 
the pbbiio traiiqirilbty:«^bet they consult 
Jtfaeir rdasDn as Kttle as their piety, who 
-suppose that any of the blessings of I(& 
are pure and unmixed. That libfertj^,' 
SKrfaid) is the boast of tihis^^ coufitry, dnd 
the €S)vy of e?ery other^ has^ its eKdtie^ 
acehcesand irruptions^ and this is one ^ 
them.-^-^Bttt the evil it not great, and it 
arises^ in the common, course of htunan 
AingSy out of erne o( the brightest ar- 
nmgeniehts of sod^ happititiss^ whi^h cbaft 
been et^^ by vitan from th^ ^nod 4£ 
bfs dilation to the present ;hoar.'* 
. The Count was about to add an opinSoA 
of his owa on the -sub^ett, wh^n t^ie De^ 
mon intermpted him.*— " t rinist beg^-teav* 
to repeat," said hej " that I eannot, at 
present, aflfcrd you the* attention WWbh 
youi? ot>BerFtitibns would ^^de^rve,-^- catt 



IN ©If GLAND* til 

<m\f vembtre to atey a iirw moansiits bng»^ 
in this quarter, to inform you ooncemhig 
that jovial feast which you see in the pub- 
lic house tcx the left of us/' ** There are 
no beggars, I believe, in that compafiy,'* ob- 
served the Count ; *^ for the table seems 

^ ahsiost ready to sink beneath the abun- 
dance of good things which are placed 
upon it/* •* Your ccmjecture is right,** 
said the Demon ; ^^ the guests are all pros- 
perous people ; nevertheless, it is the beg- 
gars who furnish this entertainment, while 
tbcjr. themselves are starving. 

^* You must know^ then, that it is a 
meeting of the parish officers, to settle the 
accoimts of the pardchial poor; a duty 
which cannot be fulfilled, with propriety, 
without a pretty deSl of good eating and 

'drinking, ^nd for which the poorVbox 
finds the supplies. This evening supper 
was ready l)efore the business was com- 
pleted ; so that, to the great joy of the 
party, another similar banquet must be 
provided^ in the ensuhsig week, m order to 
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conclude it ; for which aho the poor tndst 
be the paymasters. 

" Having now/* added the' Demon, 
*^ shewn you some of the lowest of the 
people, I shall immediately introduce youv 
to a sight of the highest/' And he had no 
sooner declared his intention, than they 
changed their situation for a balcony in a 
more fashionable part of the tdwn. 
. " What splendid company/' exclaimed 
Don Cleo&s, *^ do I now see in the apart* ; 
ments of the large hotel before us ? It 
must surely be some festival of a very : 
solemn nature, that is celebrating with so 
much magnificence/* ' " It is the bap- 
tism/' answered Asmodeus, " of a child 
of one of the first families' in the kirig- 
<iom; and no less pefsooages than their 
Majesties themseln^s attend as sponsors oh 
the occasion. 

'^ In presenting the King of this counr 
try to your * view, I shew you ' ope of th6 , 
best monarchs and best men in Europe.— 
He unites the power of a great eiftpire 
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with the virtues of a good inan. The 
"possession of a most extensive dominion^' 
with all the pomp of splendour and wealth 
of the British crown/ has . not corrujpted 
his mind. He is a faithful husband, — a 
tender- fether, — an indulgent master, — and' 
a pious man. His throne is to be envied 
by the potentates of the earth, not so 
much from its political elevation above 
them, as from the peculiar supports of.it; 
-^the ardent loyalty and affectionate devo-. 
tion. of a great, and enlightened people. . ^ 
' *^;The lady who stands opposite to him,! 
is his royal consort.. I shall, not remark: 
on, the benignity of her aspect^ — on the- 
grace of her manners,^or on the number: 
of her. virtues;—! shall only observe, that: 
she. is worthy the heart she possesses, and 
the crown she wears. The Princesses who, 
support her, are, if I may use the expres-. 
sion, unfortunately pre-eminent, — for theret 
is not a prince in Europe who is deserving; 
of them." ' •' 

" This IS a spectacle,'* said .Don Cleo&s,' 
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^ which I behold wtth equal awe diid dt« 
light; nor caa I well express the sensar 
tions of my mtndy white I regard the ele« 
valed objects before me." ** Nieverthe- 
less/' replied the Demon^ ^^ there is a ridi* 
ouiods cinSumstance belonging to this 
magnificent ceremony, which I cannot 
bring myself to withhold from you. I 
will for^ve your surprise, when I assure 
you, that the infant who is now receiving 
a name from the lips of the Sovereign, is 
no longer to be found in the register of 
life. It bi-ieathed its last at the very mo- 
ment when the rc^al sponsors entered 
the house ; but the honour was too great 
to be resisted, and the preparations were 
too costly to be thrown away. It was, 
therefore, determined by the noble parents, 
that the ceremony should proceed accord- 
ing to its original design, and <he puhlica- 
tioQ of the child's dearth be put v^ till 
tp-morrow." 

" It is surely impossible," exclaimed E>on 
Oeofasj-^** what, christen a oot:p»et** — 
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" Be not quite so hasty, my good friend," 
replied the Demon; " if, as you well 
kixow, it is an aUowable practice, among 
you Papists, to baptise a child before U is 
bom, you cannot be ofTended, if, under 
such circumstances, and to preserve courtly 
etiquette^ a Protestant child should, for 
once, be baptised after it is dead. 

" But we must now quit the scene be- 
fore us ; and to finish the evening of this 
busy day, we will just take a peep into one 
of the theatres ; which, I think, will form 
a verj characteristic conclusion of it." 



CHAR XIV. 

The second Visit of the Devil upon Two 
Sticks and Don Cleofas to the Theatre. 

As tl^y entered the pliayhouse, — '* Graci- 
ous* Heaven !" exclaimed the Count, " if 
the avenues are so crowded, I must be 
indebted to your extraordinary power, I 
should suppose, to procure a se^t in the. 
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,body of tji€ theatre.'* ** Be not alarnteS," 
aiiswered the Demon, " for we shall fifid 
room enough within, tl^u^h we -are j50^ 
jostled: without. Besides, thk is a place' 
where our fraternity possess a very pecu- 
liar influence : it is, indeed, tire only one 
where we can meet in common ; for there 
is not a Devil of us all, who does not find * 
employment in a playhouse^ 

" The part of.it where we* now are, H 
called the Box-hhby; and is nightly Jri-,^ 
fested by a crowd of young men, who are 
a disgrace to society. Acnong all these 
smart, powdered, gallant youths, »\vho are 
contintially disturbing the audience *y their 
frequent exits and entrances, there is not 
to be seen one single gentleman. The 
present mode of dress, like the robe of 
death, levels all distinctions, anct in passing 
&long, it would be rather difficult to <iis- 
tinguish an attorney's clerk from a peef of 
the realm, but by the decency and unas- 
suming appearance of the, latter.^ — Ihe 
pi ly IS i;ovv drawing towards a condt^sion^s 
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we will, therefore, in the mean tiiM, oc- 
Gupy this corner, to take a cursory view of 
the agreeable* people who are slruttiDg 
about before us. 

" That young man/' continued the De- 
mon, " in a blue coat and a bufF waistcoaty 
is a young taylor, who must be allowed to 
possess some merit, — for his clothes are of 
his own making. * The person who fol- 
k)ws, in a dfj^ss of the same colour, with ^ 
^^white waistcoat, is a shoemaker, who is 
stretching a new pair of boots on his own 
kgs, by order of one of his failiers cus- 
tomers. The acquaintance whom he sa- 
lutes iti^ passing, follows a branch of the 
same trade, with this difference indeed, 
that the one makes shoefi for men, and the 
other for horses. He who comes next, is 
a haberdasier ; and he who fallows, is a 
pickpocket. That blustering hero, who 
looks as if he would knock down every- 
body who meets him, is a dangerous kind 
of fellow, and is used to the handling of a 

very? powerful weapon, — for he is journey- 

h2' 
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man to a draggist, and passes^much of his 
time in the exercise of a pestle and mor* 
tar. That gallant figure who is addressing 
himself to a couple of ladies^ is a young 
surgeon^ who walks the hospital, and is, at 
this moment, offering his service to cure 
them of a disorder, of which he has not 
hitherto been able to cure himself That 
tall, thin figure of a man, who is old 
enough to be the grandfather o( all 
around him, is a German Baron, and by , 
profession a pimp : — his present business 
is to provide half a dozen of the hand- 
somest prostitutes he can find, to sup with 
an old goatish lord at an adjoining 4|rotheI. 
The man in a long great coat and dirty 
boots, with a whip in his hand, is the soq 
of a confectioner, who does not mount aa 
horse half a dozen times a year ;%ut has be- 
daubed his boots with his own hands in an 
alley as he came along, in order . to have 
the credit, among some of his female ac- 
quaintance, whom he will mee^ here to- 
night, of having hunted this morning with 
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the King's bounds, in the neighbourhood of 
Windsor. The well-dressed person who 
entered inomedtately after him, and whose 
white silk stockings and glistening shoes have 
not a speck on them, has, nevertheless, rode 
very hard indeed within these few hours : 
for this very afternoon he committed a rob- 
bery on the highway, about ten miles from 
town, and saved himself from being taken, 
by the speed of the animal on which he 
was mounted, 

" Observe, I beg of you/' eontinuej 
the Demon, " that plain-dressed man with 
his hat in his hand, who is now passing by 
us. Take notice of his unassuming ap* 
pearance» and in what a quiet way he is, 
as it were, threading the crowd. That is> 
nevertheless, ^ baronet of high character, 
and a member of Parliament, who has an 
estate of at least, ten thousand pounds a 
year. - His la^y and daughter are in a side- 
box, and he is come to conduct them 
home. The Herculean figure who follows 
him, and looks as if he had been sacrificing 
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too liberally to Bacchus, assumes that, ap- 
pearance in order to produce a little dis- 
turbance in the course of the evening, 
which, by confusing the company, will give 
some of the gang of pickpockets, with 
whom he is associated, a more convenient 
tjpportunity of adding to the nocturnal 
spoil of watches, purses, and pocket-hand* . 
kerchiefs. That comely man, with a hat 
*o fiercely cocked, and with ribbon enough 
in his cockade to supply half a dozen 
general officers, was originally a serjeant, 
'V/ho, by prostituting his wife to the colonel 
of a regiment, obtained a pair of colours 
in it. His advanced situation, however, 
not proving agreeable to the corps, an<J 
b^ing^ consequently, uncomfortable to him- . '* 
self, he obtained leave to seli the commis^ 
sion which he had not bought ; and, after 
a variety of hair-breadth escafpes, is, at 
length, become a respectable member of a 
society of gamblers, who support them- ^ 
•selves by decoying such young men ^s you 
see here, into their company, and pilfering 
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' ihem of theft- mowy. The young fellow 
in mourniog, whom he is now shaking by 

« the hand with so much warmth^ is a gro- 

^eer, who assists his mother in carrying on 
4he trade of his tatc father, and consoles 
•himself for havirvg lost, last night, a week's 
profits of the shop, because it has intro- 

.duced him to the society of gentlemen." 

^* But I see a person/' said Don Cleofas, 
-" who is looking over a large volume 
^hiob lies open on a desk in the corner, 

«and taking minutes from it with a pencil. 
He possesses, I suppose, some literary ofBce 
4hat is attached to the theatre." "He 
i%J* ancwered tlie Bemon, " one of those 
people who are- employed to collect the- 
atrical information for a newspa[)er, and 
4s now extracting, from the box-keeper s 
book, the names of such persons of cha<- 
racter ^ad oonsequenoe, as compose a part 
of this evening's audience; a list of whkh 
will form a very interesting article of a 
morning paper of to-morrow. Kfe will 
then infomi . himbdif concerning .the pro- 
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gress of the play, of which lit has not te«* 
held a single scene ; and when the farce is 
oyer, he will retire to write^an account of - 
the plaudits which have been bestowed,-— 
,the encores that have been denianded,^— and 
any little stage-blunders that may have beea 
committed ; to which wilt be added a few 
complimentary hyperboles on an actress 
who occasionally invites him. to dinner; 
and a little distant severity on an actor, 
who, in passing him this morning in the 
street, unluckily forgot to give him the 
walL — The gentleman who has just quitted 
-the box before us^ and is** wiping his brow 
with a white handkerchief, — not, as it may 
appear, from heat, but agitation, — is a gay, 
wealthy merchant of the city, who keeps 
an elegant mistress, in a very fashionable 
style, at the west-end of the town* He is 
returned this afternoon from Bristol, where 
he has been on a commercial business, and 
has just received the pleasure of discover- 
ing his faithful. Dulcinea, who did not ex- 
pect him for some days to come, in one of 
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the upper-boxes, aooompaoied by a gallant 

Hibernian officer of the Horse-Guards. — 

That consequential figure which now passes 

us, is one of the magistrates of this city 

and county, . who have a salary from Go<> 

vemment for executing the- duties of the 

police ; and you may, perhaps, very .natu« 

rally imagine, that he attends here, to 

check. by his presence, or to punish by his 

activity, the enormities of the place. On 

the contrary, his business, at present, is 

rather to encourage than control them. — 

He employs the severity of the laws only 

against those vulgar prostitutes whom cruel 

necessity compels ta walk the streets, and 

they meet with no mercy from him : — But 

M for the harlots who live in elegant lodg« 

ings, or maintain an hospitable house, or 

keep their carriages, he has too much 

politeness and gallantry to interrupt the 

progress of their useful occupations. Nay, 

he is now come to wait upon the favourite 

mistress of a nobleman, who, during his 

absence at Newmarket, has consigned her 

u a 
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4o hi^ protection; and his warship fii^s 
the charge, by supplying, as well as he is. 
iabte^ the place of his noble friend. Bist as 
the play is now concl«dedj we will avdil 
ourselves of the interval, before theafter- 
•piece begins, to take a view of the interior 
decorations of the theatre.*' 

On entering the boxes, which are tiistin- 

« 

guished by the name of the kaahst^ the 
Count could not refrain from expressing his 
astonishment at the number of b«a«tifaL 
tiell dressed women, whom he b^eld on 
every side of him. " They are," said the 
Demon, " all of them votaries 'd the las- 
civious divinity, who come here, as to a 
public mart,' to tempt the purchaser of the 
evening ; arttl the greater part of them, 
with all their decuratioa and gaiety, depend 
on tJie prostitution of to- night, Ibr the 
fe-read of to-morrow. It is not possible for 
you to coMCeiw uhat ignorance, vulgarity, 
tonpudendc^ wretchetiifiess, ami xiisease^ 
\mk beneath the g;airx^ frippery, and &U 
kseiidiss beauty Mrbich attract your uotioe* 
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Xho^ two who oocnpy the Imck-seat to 
the ri^t of us, vhoBe pcnonal charms are 
set off with the moBt studied adjustment of 
&8hionable attire, were, bat last year^ nm- 
p\fi seryant-matds, of the lowest denomi* 
Dtftioa. * Widii aU their degance, tfaqr 
C30 nerdier read cxir write; with all their 
9ppearabce of modest demeanour, they 
could silence a carman by their Tulgar 
tociferatioa ; and with all that bbom on 
tfaeir dieeks, they will shortly be forced to 
make application to the puaif} ing discipline 
i>[ an liospital/' 

>^ Heavens!" exclaimed tlie astontdied 
laniard, ^^ I believe you have instantly in* 
spired them to prove the truth of your 
description,--^ What* violence in their 
actions^ what malice in their looks, and 
bow disa>rdant are the sounds which isaue 
from their lips f " And it woiild end," said 
Aamodeus/ ''!in an. Amaaonian combat, if 
kfoetr rospective protioctoj-s did not gaUantly 
interfere to prwent it, by taking theqaarrel 
up^si th^tpseires : botrtt will have no olhet 
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consequences than harsh words, foot nrnnes^ . 
and the interruption of the audience. The 
appearance of a constable wiH soon quiet 
them. — The gallants are not of a very 
heroic cast or. calling; for the one is,.2r 
journeyman man-mtlKner, at the sign o€ 
the Three Pigeons in a fashionable street $ 
and the other is a master band-bco! maker^ 
in a dark court of this vicinity ."^ 

** But, elclusive of all mora^ motives/* 
said Don Cleofas, ^^ would it not be^r the 
interest of those who piossess the property 
of the theatres^ to discourage the unreserved 
appisaraiice of this class of women ; which, 
as it must besoeffensiveto modesty, will, of 
course, prevent numbers, of prudent peo« 
pie from suffering, at least, the youthful 
part of their families, to become &,iniliarized 
widi such a shocking picture of female 
depravity.'* 

^ So &r from it,^ replied the Demon,, 
that they construct their theatres,, with 
a' view to facilitate the objeets^ of prostitu* 
tdon> or^. which amounts to the saxne 
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tnin^, to afibidl an istitin^ affMWBP* 
dttton to the pmtitaie. — The part 
mhkik we h«fe jost cnboBd k 
ated to their ns^ ami the fine saloon 
have JQSt paaed, is aiungiJ fix* the 
porpose* ano possesses om spnnMirMie 
Badie of the Fksh^anrket, where thejr am 
pennitted by thdr iyficjijacCj conduct 
and langoage, to shock deoenqr, sedooe 
yonth, and distorb the andienoe. — ^Toadopl 
the langos^ of moral polii^, it is a na« 
.tibnal evil, but, as that ia not the policy of 
my fraternity, I regard the eflfects of it with 
peculiar coni[daoen(y. — Besides, oonsider*^ 
hg the theatres, in a eoramercial pcMnt of 
view, it is natural for a theatrical proprietor 
to encourage prostitutes, who not only pay 
ibr their places, but decoy others tapay for 
theirs. Besides, with what grace could a 
theatrical mani^r attempt ^^ ^rive a cer» 
tain class of females from any part of his 
theatre, to which he is obliged to have a^ 
continual recourse for the business of the 
stage B It would certainly be no more 
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than commoQ justice, if a theatrical oia<* 

^ager refused to admit women of infamoU 

"character, as , spectators, tMat ' h^ should 

equally exclude hiaisdf ^froin engaging 

persona or the sai^e class, as performerjT ; 

and «nder ' such a regulation td drafnatiif 

eotertainments, they would become cutio* 

sities of \he ^nst reifarch If ivetSuppoae^ ' 

iov instance, that by aome superior inter^ 

venticn, every fallen female should bexnade,^ 

«t4hi6 moment, to vanish both from before 

and behind the jeuriafn, what a sudden > 

diminution there would beoF the audience :r - 

while the part of it which remained^ mnst 

b5 content with what they had alreadj^ 

sfeen, from the impracticabiKty. of contifiu^ 

. ing the promised amtisemenrts of ;the eiren«- 

mg. Luxury springs from weakh, and 

corruption is the offspring of luxur^ 4 and- 

tJie theatre has a very powerful ,tendexKy 

toaidthjit oonruptron. I do not the^n,'' 

*iabntinued the Demon, ^ to propose any 

meaos^of improving the public manners^ 

which aa you: may believe^ is not a part oi 



« my ofii^ ; — but to guard you agatnst tho 
G«MiiiQ0n-place declamations on the niprality 
of theatrical efitertatnmenta, which has no 
foBndation in truth or experience. Nay, 
the dramatic performances which are the 
best calculated to display the beauty of 
virtue, and the <leformity of vice, are pre- 
cisely those which are favoured with the 
kast attention. The entertainment of 
jViis evening, which is yet to come,Ms % 
reask, written by one of the first poets^ of 
this, or any other country, ancient or mo- 
dern ; and, in language that would scarcely 
ho thought to disgrace inspiration itself, 
eonveys the purest lessons of moral instruct 
tion. Nevertheless, with all its sublime 
• poetry, with all its moral teudenoies and 
. virtoous Qnergy, it would be performed to 
€mpty benches, if it were not clothed in 
the tinsel garb of music, and accompanied 
with those decorations which at once 
destroy the moral effect intended to be 
produced by the powers, of its langviage, 
and tl)e construttioos of its scenes. In 
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diort, there is no exqrnple of pedantie 
error which furnishes folly with a^lnore 
triumphant laugh, than the impracticable 
theory of playhodse morality : And they 
who are in the habit of frequenting the 
theatres will be extremely fortupate^ if it 
affords them nothing worse than an harm- 
less amusement Any thing betted, wouM 
be an ignorant, a^ well as a ridiculous ex- 
pectati6n. But we will now descend^ if 
you please, towards the front of the box^ 
where we shall breathe, p^haps, aless in^- 
cent atmosphere. 

** The three young- ladies/' contitiued 
the Demon, ^^ who occupy the first seat> 
lA the boxes immediately before us, are the 
daughters of a tradesman in the city^ 
whose particular connections with the the- 
atre, in the way of bu^ess, enable htm to 
procure a free admittance for then^, when;^ 
ever he requires it. — ^This man, who— ac* 
cording to the trading principle, that any 
thing which can be got for notbnng, is an 
advantage^ — is ever ready to indulge the 
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indlnatibn of his girls for a pleasure with 
wb]«h he pan gratify them at little or no 
expense. They accordingly are acquiring 
all the improT/^meift which is to he gained 
by a very frequent attendance on the 
amusements of the play-house. What 
advantages they expect to derive from such 
a communication with this scene of fashion- 
able life^ is very perceptible to my pene^ 
trating faculty ; but I very much fear that 
their expectations will not be fmally satis- 
fied. The qualities which render a young 
woman truly amiable, may not, perhaps, be 
obstructed by- an occasional visit to the 
theatre : but I . will venture to rest all my 
•knowledge of the youthful female heart on 
the truth of this assertion^ that a continual 
•atteifdanc^ there will forward the corrup- 
tion Qt 1t^--^bey who very seljdom see a 
play^Svill be solely engaged by Us represen- 
tation ; but they who see plays every week, 
will soon consider the operations of the 
stage as « secondary object of their 
attention. The - citizen s ' daughters, for 
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example, have, during: i^e yi4K>!e of this 
evenrng, been tnach moi'e attentive U> 
what . was passing behi^, than what was 
acting before them'*; ahd woen the hack^ " 
ney-coach is conveying them home, their 
conversation will not be on the mimic 
scenes of the stage, but on the real scenes > 
-of life; nor -Mill their 'chamb^^^ discourse 
cf to n%hC embrace the stupid morality 
xtf'.the drama, bat the more interesting 
morality of the boxe§ behind them.'' 

*^. You will not, however,'* replied Don 
Cileofas, '^ with all your rigid prudence^ 
exclude youiig women from sudi opportur 
fiities asoQer, to hdd themselves fbr4li to ' 
the admiration of the other sex?' " Yo« 
may ob^prve,*' aiisweped the Demon, ** to 
what objects the youog men whp fr^^en^ 
this place, -devote their reg^)ds. * Be $&- 
isured, my good friend, that in their i^teqi 
of ethics, the diity of attending on .modest 
women at, a playhouse, is not'tQ be found ^ 
and the fair ladies before i3s, whose fiujier 
is prevented by businesa from comiing to 
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attend them home, will get to their fiacrt ^ 
with no- other 4ittendaace than that of a 
gallant young man who carries a link. — * 
But, after all, those young women who 
frequent public diversions iu expectation 
of Carrying happily, set out on the worst 
principle in the world. The men, who 
are themselves the most foYid of these 
amasements, despise those of the other sex^ 
who are continually seen at tbem. The 
virtues of a retired, not the gaiety di a 
jpublic life, are the best recommemlations 
to an husband ; tbe person who is qualitied 
to promote his happiness at home, not one 
who is anxious to seek for her own plea- 
sure abroad, is tlie woman whom a man of 
Judgdfien^ will select for the companion of 
his U£e. — But the curtain fises, and we rtiust 
ohang^e the object of our animadversion. 

** The actor,^' continued Asmodeus, 
^^ who h&s opened the scene, is delivering 
a soliloquy, replete with the finest morality, 
aftid heightened by the most beautiful po-- 
etry rand^ in respeot to it, you possess fxa 
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equal advantage with the greater part of 
the aodieoce : — yoa do not understand it, 
and thej do not attend to it. The music^ 
however, will make'you all afive ; and here 
it comes, with its Bacchanalian uproar. — r 
The crew that have just taken possession 
of the stage, represent, under various cha* 
zacterSy the intemperate passions of love 
«id wine, and the poet formed them with 
a view to create displeasure and disgust ; 
but the manago- has so contrived the mat* 
ter, that their appearance rather operates 
as an inciting example, than a deterring 
antidote.*' 

Asmodeus now requested the Count to 
excuse bis absence for a short time, and 
immediately quitted his seat. In about^ 
half an hour he returned, and informed his" 
friend, that he had been beckoned by one 
of his confraternity, who presides over the 
department of thievery, to give him some 
assistance. " One of his principal eleves^"^ 
said the Demon, " has this evening made 
an unfortunate attack on a gentlema.n& 
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purse^ — for he waff taken in the fact : But 
as my g^od "brother could not yet spare his 
favourite, he craved my aid in procuring his 
escape ; and we have so dhanaged the matter 
with the ofiicefs who had him in custody, 
as to complete our purpose* In the m€an 
time, it may be presumed, you have seen 
and heard something that was not wholly 
unentertaining/' •* It may, indeed," an* 
swered Don Cleofas ; " for a charming 
little woman has, been singing with the 
voice of an angel, and much have I re- 
gretted, ^tbat I was not acquainted with the 
language of her song." " If you knew 
it," apswered the Demon, " as well as a 
native of the country, your Lordship would 
have, an equal cause of complaint ; for . 
your little Syren,-*g/id a Syren she isj ia 
every application of the term, is too fine a 

ginger to be intelligible. r-The lady who 

now occupies the scene, is delivering . a 
'succession of fine sentiments, which, 
thanks to the folly of mankind, are. very 
little regarded.— ^She is, in fact, declaiming, 



iW DLYll^'V fas. TWO STICKS 

in H soblime strain of m eaw u ed eloqpcDce, 
i^inst my honest calling. — ^Naj^ she is, 
at this moment, addresang herself to 
Chastity with a dsgree of energy ^almost 
sufficient to persuade one, that she herself 
practised the virtue." 

The Demon now expresseii his wish to 
be gone, as some very particular commis- 
sions required an immediate execution : — 
and Don QeoTan wte instantly conveyed to 
his hotel. 



GHAP. XV. 

The Devil upon Two Sticks coliducts 
Don Clbopas./o fVestminster- Abbey. < 

It was eleven o'clock .the^ following morn- 
ing before Asmodeus was at leisure to visit 
the. Count. And soon after they sallied 
forth from the liotel in search of nevir 
scenes and subjects of speculative amuse- 
ment. 

•\If I -do not exceed the limits pre- 
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scribed to inorlal curiosity,** said Don 
Gleofas, permit me to enqufre Wliat prp- 
cious mischief has occupied your worship 
^hice our separation," *< My principal at-^ 
tention/' answered the Demon, " has been 
paid to a widow l^dy of quality, of very 
large fortune ; and you will thmk my com- 
mission ratlier difficult^ when I inform you,^ 
that it was nothing less than to influence 

* her ladyship to quit the bed of one lover, 
in order tq go immediately to church to be 
.married to another : but her temper, con- 
stitution^ and principles, were so well dis- 
posed to my purpose, that the business 
was executed with a degree of ea^^ whicb 
forbids me to attribute any merit to my- 
self, in the successful ai;fanggmen^of it. — 
For the future, I shall leave this Tacly tor 

/the entir6 guidance of her own projects : 
she really wants no assistance of arty kind 
from me.'* 

•^But I thought,'' said Dofi Cleofas, 
** that churches were not within your de- 
jjarunentj and here have you led me iuta 
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one without ceremony, at the very time" 
aUo^ when difierent services are performing. 
This, however, • I presume, is a day of pri- 
vate devotion ; for there appears to me to 
be more priests than worshippers/' 

*^ It is not a place," auswered Asmodeus, 
with a smile, ** set apart for the celebra- 
^tion of religious rites, but political ones. 
This large room contains the different 
courts of justice, which are now sitting ; 
and all these sauntering people in black, 
"gowns, whom you supposed to be engaged 
in the forms of religion, — are pleading 
advocates, who would be very glad of a 
little »eroployment in the^ forms of their 
own profession. 

" I cagnot, however, but observe to you, 
that the laws of this country are founded 
on the principles of private security and 
^ public happiness ; and are administered 
with great ability, as well as pure justice. 
The pracCitioners, indeed, like those of 
every other country, are ■ but this is 

a subject on "which I cannot, at present. 
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enlarge. The particular member of our 
fraternity, who presides over this body of 
men, is the most wicked, litigious, and 
crafty spirit of our whole corps, and I 
would rather risk a quarrel wilh a secure of 
my brother Demons, — than wilh him. — I 
really would not venture, on any account, 
to particularize even a cobweb in this hall, 
without his consent first had^and obtained. 
However, as he has been very nuic4i obliged 
by me, on several occasions, I have not the 
least doubt bijt he will give me pr^nnissioii, 
at a future period, to erect a little court of 
judicature of our own, with sufficient 
powers to try the lawyers themselves, whom 
we may summon to the bar. — We will, 
therefore, for the present, quit this busy 
scene of human c6ntemion, and pass on to 
a place where all contention is at an end ; 
-r- where the client,— -the advocate, and the 
judge sleep together. 

" This magnificent building," continued 
Asmodeus, as they entered Westminster- 
Abbey, " the solemn beauty of whose ar- 

VOL. III. I 
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chi lecture, with the profusion of itsponu^^' 
mental sculpture, is so calculated to inspire 
the contemplative mind with devout 
thoughts, is the royal mausoleum of Great 
Britain, and a receptacle for the remains 
and memorials of great mep and eminent 
characters.** 

*' 1 presume then,'* said Don Cleofas, 
** that they alone are permitted to moulder 
into dust beneath this pavement, or to be 
celebrated on these walls, who have been 
pre-eminent for birtb^ taler>ts, science, or 
virtue ; or whose superior services have 
been thought to deserve the sepulchral 

« 

eulogiutn of their country/' 

" That is not absolutely the case,*' re- 
plied the Demon. " Vanity, you must 
well know, is ofteniimes so very weak, as 
to extend its folly beyond the Kmits of 
life ; and wealth can always command the 
posthumous honour of a distinguished 
grave. The very first monument to the 
right of us, is of this kind. It covers the 
remains' of a rich old man, and was erected 



at the expense of his handsome ydung wi- 
dow, whom he married about two years 
before his death. On the top of it yoa 
may see an urn, with a weeping Cupid be* 
side it. If, indeed, the sculptor had made 
him laughing, it would have been more in 
character; for before his chisel could bring 
the urchin into shape to personate her sor- 
row for her first husband, she had formed 
otie, of a better sort, in her own mould, 
with the assistance of a second. 

** The marble tablet in the adjoining 
space, points out the grave of a country 
gentleman, and a member of {!)arliament; 
who, on account of something he did 
which was personally obnoxious to the late 
King, was forbidden to' appear at court ;— 
but, to satisfy his wounded pride, he deter- 
mined to attend his Majesty in this with^ 
drawing-room, where no Lord Chamber- 
lain waits to refuse admittance. 

" Beneath the next stone repose the 

ashes of a wealthy brewer, whose father 

drowned himself in a vat of his own beer, 

I 2 



L 







tr : ▼> r-.-rr—ri zc me Ijnnvs v^oe. To 

''-."^ v: '.".ft '.'.^ir.K 

« . ". -e p •: . i-e cf 'Ljzjz p.cr. ckar grand- 
j.. yv, 'i _% > :^an.td :g Wcsiir.iuater-Abbey, 
Jt '.; », '.:::.v-*t dojbt, m^ke yoa laugh, 
\'/,/ \ y/u are- i :'ornr.ed of iheir being so 
bahiUii^i'd to the honoar of this circum- 
^>\AU('i% tliat orie of them has absolutely 
rcfu^C'd to rnarry a very amiable man, for 
no oilier reason, but because l)is father was 
not buried iti a church : — for he was a brave 
olficer, niul found his grave where he lost 
hiM life, in ihc field of battle. 

•* A liille further on, a very superb mo- 
mul»onl t^Urs itself to our attention: — it 
pvM|Vt(u\les the nunnory of a^ man who 
hNuK^ a vow oonslvloiahlc figure in his day, 
i\)\vi \)v >'xx\l\»0 whioh ^o:n}^ i< pa:t of it, is 
x^ vU ki c usijn' \^^xv of r.v.a His lirce 
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ter where public benefit could he aided or 
administered by them. What hospital 
does not bear his name on its tablets ? — 
What contributions were ever proposed, to 
\vhich he did not present a ready subscrip- 
tion ? — What list of benefactions was ever 
published, in which his generous bounty 
was not distinguished? — Where was the 
artist of merit whom he did not encourage? 
— And genius was never recommended to 
his protection in vain. . 

** Nor was his taste inferior to his "bene- 
volence. His town- house was the temple 
of elegance, and his country-seat exhibited 
all the beauties which art and nature could 
combine to produce ; — while a splendid 
hospitality was to be found in both. His 
dress was the envy of fashion, and his cha- 
riot rolled through the streets to arrest, by 
its eclat^ the attention of those who beheld 
it. But* this was not all ; — his poor neigh- 
bours blessed him as their benefactor, and 
some of them were daily fed from his 
table. I nfiust, however, disappoint your 
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sensibility, by informing you, that this 
iT)nn*s heart had DOt the least concern in 
the business of his life. He knew nothing 
of tenderness or sympathy. One sole 
principle or passion, and a very powerful 
one it proved to him, governed all his ac- 
tions, and that was ostentation. He loved 
the homage, — the flattery, — and the public 
attention which his conduct was so well 
ralculated to acquire. He never visited 
the secret corners of misery, where bum- 
ble, blusbiing merit sits despondent, and 
dares not* tell its sorrows. The trumpet, 
as it were, proclaimed his good deeds, and 
all the pride of the Pharkee accompanied 
his charitable ofierings. The artist whom 
he rewarded, must s iind forth the praiaes 
of his protector; and the man of genius 
must ofler the fulsome dedication to his 
patron, in return for his patronising favour. 
His hospitality may be traced to the same 
source, and all his varied elegance de* 
rived from the same origin. They who 
asked favours of him in pub^ were set- 
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dom deniedj — and ihey who sought his 
kindness in private^ as seldom obtained 
their wishes. 

" Such was the spirit of this singular 
man ; and, strange as it may appear, while 
it encouraged hivA in extravagance, it saved 
him from ruin. It had a two- fold object, 
present ec/ii^ and posthumous honour;— 
and the idea of leaving a large portion of 
his wealth to build a college that might 
^rpetuate his name, prevented him from 
intruding upon that fr rtune which was to 
form a fund for such ati interesting pur- 
pose» 

** The statue vou now see was executed 
during his life, in order that the likeness 
might be better ascertained, and was des- 
tined by its origihal to occupy a vestibule 
of the building which was to crown his 
fame. But with all his care and attention 
to this object, his posthumous project was 
disappointed by a legal decision. His heirs 
opposed the design, — some particular defect 
in the expressions of his will were so in-* 
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terpreted, as to favour their claim, and the 
Jaw confirmed it; so that the favourite 
object of this man's life, the thought of 
whose completion consoled, in some mea- 
sure, his dying hours, was entirely defeated; 
and this statue, which was to have been the 
subject of classic orations, and to have re- 
ceived the grateful homage of eleemosynary 
science, will be suffered to moulder away 
in the niche of a sepulchral monument, 
instead of gracing for ages, an emblematic 
pedestal beneath the stately dome of col- 
legiate magnificence. 

" Ju^t beyond, is a monument of small 
dimensions, but elegant design, and whose 
only decorations are a mask, a dagger, and 
a wreath of laurel. Its inscription inform's 
the reader, that an adjoining grave incloses 
tlie remains of one of the most celebrated 
actresses of the British theatre. But the 
fine lessons of virtue v;hich she was wont 
to repeat on the stage, did not influence 
her conduct off it. She quitted her hivs^ 
band at an early period of her life^ and 
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Jived with another man to the close of it. 
This circumstance so far prevailed over all 
her theatrical talents and personal accom- 
plishments, as to keep her at a distance 
from any society but of her own profession. 
Death, however,, seems to level the moral 
as well as civil distinctions, and she now 
sleeps undisturbed with Queens and Du- 
chesses, and Dames of Honour. 

** At the foot of that pyramldical mar- 
ble, with an extinguished lamp at the top 
of it, lies an old maid of fortune and dis- 
tinction. It was her daily boast, that she 
had refused some of the first and hand- 
somest men in the kinij^dom, being deter- 
mined to live independent of tnat tyrant 
monster, called an husband. Other evils, 
however, overtook her, andf at the age of 
forty five, vshe was afflicted with a dropsy; 
which, according to the report of the time, 
she caught of her gr )oni of the chambers. 
At the end of nine months the disorder 
grew to such an height, as to require sar- 



I 3 



179 DEVIL UPON TWO STICK!^ 

gioal aid ; and this chaste virgin absolutely 
died under the operation. 

" An urn profusely adorned with flowers, 
emblems of the transient pleasures of life, 
marks the sepulchre of one who was the 
victim of them. His father died when ha 
was very young, and a mother's foolish in* 
dulgence encouraged him in all the habit» 
of self will> vanity, and extravagance, till it 
was too late to destroy ihem. While he 
was a child, the servants had orders never 
to contradict him, and his preceptor was 
forbidden even to threaten any ofl^nce 
with punishment. At the university he 
disdained all n^le and restraint; he dressed 
well, drank hard, kept his hunters, and 
gave a ^ery promising prospect of the^ 
pa-rt he would fill when he shoukl etiter 
upon the theatre of the town. His foreign 
travels were productive of no improvements' 
but a smatteimg of French, the manners 
pf a dancing master, and ^ lose of all. the 
liitlo principle4:je carried with hiaap. 

** IXi his ret 1^0 home, he commenced 
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the character of a fashionable debauchee. 
His house became a seraglio of every class 
of prostitutes ; he had an artful procuress 
constantly in his service^ and he emjiloyed 
his fortune, his time, and his attentions, in 
varying the modes and inventing refine- 
ments of sensual pleasure. His wealth was 
virasted in purchasing them, and his con<* 
stitution was ruined in the excessive enjoy*- 
ment of them. At the age of thirty-one, . 
hebecime the victim of his foliiee; and 
Miving left a thousand pounds to a club, 
which he had himself instituted, the mem- . 
hers of it very generously voted a part of 
it to purchase him a grave in this distin^ 
guished repository, and to erect a monu-* 
ment to his memory, whose inscription 
kindly gives him every virtue lie did not. 
possess* 

*< That reclining figure, supported by an 
angel, represents a character who may be 
aaid^ in some degree, to redeem the depra- 
vity of his worthless neighbour. He per- 
formed every private and public duty o# 



180 DF.VIL LPOX TWO STICKS 

N, * 

life in a manner to gain the respect of 
men, and the applause of Heaven. He 
employed his understanding when he was 
young, to acquire that knowledge, ^and 
possess himself of those qualifications 
which would gi(^e utility and grace to his 
more advanced life. 

" When he entered upon the theatre of 
the world, he considered that he had a 
part to act, which it became him to perform 
with honour to himself and advantage to 
society. He was a faithful husband, a 
kind parent, a sincere friend, and a humane 
man. As a companian, he was cheerful 
and instructive ; as a senator, firm and 
independent; as a magistrate, just without 
severity ; and as a Christian, pious without 
ostentjtiun. liis failings he had laboured 
to correct and conceal, thev were known 
only to himself and that all- seeing Power 
who will pass them over, to reward his 
virlues. To their reward he is gone; and 
an only. son," ut.o followed him with inex- 
pe&sible affliction to his totnb, commanded 
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this momiment to be erected, for the pur- 
pose of recording those virtues which it is 
the object of his life to imitate. 

" Immediately to the left of us," con- 
tinued the Demon, " a vast expense of 
sculpture, and a long strain .of inscriptive 
compliment, has been thrown away upon 
the nnbst arrant shrew that ever blasted the 
happiness of matrimonial life, and who 
died from breaking a blood vessel, as she 
was venting her passion against the best 
husband in the world. That worthy man, 
being asked by one of his friends concern- 
ing .the motives which had induced him to 
be so splendid in decorating the grave of 
one who had so cruelly embittered his days, 
replied, without hesitation, VThat it was 
the custom of all civilized nations to be- 
stow on thJr enemies, who fell in battle, 
the rites of an honourable sepulture.' 

" The tomb which you see so highly 
enriched with emblems of loCe and of learn-p 
iog, 'where the bows and arrows of Cupid 

• 

aite blended with books and bay-leaves, 
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has been erected by a charming, disoonso^ 
late widow ; but who has too many dhaFms** 
to remain long without a troop of com- 
forters. The excellent man whom she has 
thus honoured in his grave^ will soon be 
forgotten in the arms of another.— -You 
may perceive that tlie urn is so placed as 
to have a very awkward appearance, and 
seems to want another in order to complete 
the uniformity of the design ;— which, 
however, will not be completed till the re- 
mains of the lady shall be interred beneath . 
the costly marble. This is a very fine 
pensive idea ; but alas ! it will never be re- 
vised,— as she will be deposited, a good, 
old woman, in the family vault of a third, 
husband, at two hundred miles distance.- 
from the sepulchre of her first/^ 

" But this superb .monument^'* said ^Don^ 
Cleotas, " in which all the skill of the 
cjiisel seems to have been> exerted, has- 
escaped your notice. From the costlioess^ 
and variety of its decorations, some one, I 
should suppose^ of superior f ank or excd^ 
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lence is interred beneatli it.** ** your 
conjecture, my good friend," answered th© 
DeiHon^ " is equally natural and erro^ 
neous» The object of all this useless pa- 
rade was a low*bbrn^ ill-bred, and a very 
despicable character, who raised aconsider- 
able fortune by all the practices of legiti- 
mate villainy/ Nor would his remains hdv^ 
been suffered to disgrace the spot wherd 
they lie, had not his heir employed a sculp- 
tor, who being a nc^r relation to the wife? 
of a Prebendary of the chur(:jh, the lady 
prevailed on her husbatul to obtain permis- 
sion to prostitQte this consecrated place, ini 
order that her Cousin might secure a pro- 
fitable job. 

** The mitre, the crosier, attd an ex- 
panded volume QXi the Adjoining tomb^ 
denote the ecclesiasticail rank of him \^hov 
sleeps b^ieatlr. He was raised-, by a com- 
bination of fortunate ciycumsitfnces, from* 
Ihe lowest claas of priesthood, tot4ie higlv 
est dignity of the church. But neitfeef a' 
9e£ise*of ha Wumble origin, ner thd do<K 
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trines of that religion it was his duty not 
only to teach but to practise, could preserve 
him from rendering his dignity odious by 
haughty demeanour, exterior pomp, and 
private avarice. His character was divided 
between pride and meanness ; and though 
the former might have been wounded at 
the reflection that one of his female rela- 
tions was a servant in a public charity, 
near the place of his residence, the latter 
would not suffer him to place her in a bet- 
ter and more honourable station. They 
are, however, both gone where the dis 
tinctions of this world are at an end ; and 
as the Bishop cannot travel to heaven in 
his coach and six, I am rather of opinion, 
that the poor neglected woman will get 
^here before him. 

, "Justbevond the Bishop, the remains 
of a well-known \x\\f>er are honoured with 
the mockery of a costly sepulchre. The 
extravagance of his whole life, and it was a 
very long one, did not equ.tl the expense 
ot the. marble which coverS: him. The 
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cornucopias that adorn it, are not the em- 
blems of his character, but of the pro- 
fusion with which his weaUh is now lavished 
away. The young man who was his heir, 
and erected tliis elegant memorial to his 
benefactor, is living in all the extravagance 
of fashionable life. In a very short time 
his cornucopia will be exhausted. 

" The blue stone in the pavement, with 
a coat of arms engraved on it, marks the 
. burying place of a jovial younger brother, 
of good family, whose frequent libations to 
the God of Wine, hastened his retreat from 
the world. He was used to justify his in* 
temperance by the declaration, that when^ 
ever he went to bed sober, he never failed 
to dream of the Devil : so that the appre- 
hension of this nocturnal vision consigned 
him, at an early period,^ to that place of re- 
pose where no dreams will infest his 
slumbersr 

** One might be disposed to think that 
this vast display of military trophies crown- 
ed the gate of an arsenal. They are, how- 
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ever, as you see, appropriated to a different 
pnrpose, and adorn the tomb of a general 
officer in the British service. - The inscrip- 
tion tells you that his regiment performed 
bonders in Germany, and that to its ex- 
extraordinary exertions and unparalleled 
bravery, on a particular occasion, a very 
complete victory was obtained for its coun«- 
try. Bat it does not tell, that, while bis 
jegiment was snflfering extreme bardships 
abroad, he was living in great comfort at 
home on the pay of it. 

** That nrn, with a serpent twining 
round it, perpetuates the memory of a: very 
celebrated physician. He practised, for 
many years, among the first people of this 
metropolis, with great success and reputa- 
tion ; his death, however, was occasioned 
by a medicine which he prescribed for 
himself: so that the line of the Latin 
poet may be well applied to this disciple of 
" JEscuIapius. 

' Kon prosunt Domino^ quae prosunt omnibus artes,* 
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I 

'' The tablet before us, adorned with a 
lyre, entwiiaed with laurd, is sacred to the 
memory of a man, tvhose superior talents 
qualified htm for the highest station, while 
the simplicity of his character, and the 
goodness of his heart, kept him in the 
lowest. Having been cheated out of a 
small patrimony, he was obliged to depend 
for support by becoming a drudge of the 
press. But as his earnings were but little, 
and bis improvidence gi^eat, he lived in a 
comparative state of penury ; and when he 
died, did not leavesufficient to procure him 
a decent burial : nor could one bookseller 
be found of the many who had profited by 
his labours, ta save him from the disgrace 
of a parochial internment. But the base 
insensibility of those men who had gained 
by selling bis works, was redeemed by the 
pious benevolence of many who bad re* 
ceived pleasure from reading ihera. A gen* 
tleman of known humanity and learning, 
being informed of this calamitous example 
q£ indigent genius, tmmedia;te}y coml- 
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mencecl a subscription, which, in a few 
hours, was sufficient to give to departed 
merit an honourable grave in this place ; 
and to inscribe a marble with that name, 
which will live when the marble itself is 
mouldered into.dust. 

. " At the foot of the opposite pillar, a 
small stone which is scarce distinguishable 
from the rest of the pavement, marks the 
grave of a man of good family, who re- 
stored an encumbered fortune by marrying 
the heiress of a very wealthy merchant. — 
She had, indeed, qualities of a more.lasting 
nature than riches, for they new support 
her in poverty. Her husband was sensible 
of her merit, and attached to her person ; 
but he loved play, and, in a few years, was 
entirely ruined. This amiable woman, 
however^ who had foreseen what might 
happen^ had contrived to' economise about 
five thousand pounds, and when he unfolded 
his ruined situation, she told him of the 
little provision she had made ; and sug- 
gested that by turning all their moveables 
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Hito money, there was yet sufficient to give 
comfort to retired life. He embraced her 
with the most grateful affection, promised 
to arrange matters for their immediate 
departure into the country, and received 
her little hoarded treasure to deposit at a 
banker's. He left her in comfort, and 
while she looked forward with pleasure to 
that tranquillity which she had never en- 
joyed in the fashionable world, she in- 
dulged herself with the hope, that being at 
a distance from the seductions of the town, 
the understanding and. amiable qualities of 
her husband would recover their tone,— and 
tbat they should live happier together be 
neath a wooded hill, in Devonshire, than in 
Cavendish Square. — He had • promised to 
come back immediately ; but dinner waited, 
and he did not return ; supper was delayed, 
but he did not appear; midnight arrived, 
and he was still absent- The poor afflicted 
lady dreaded what she thought the worst, 
btst worse than that happened. I nstead.of car- 
rying theunexpt'cled present, which his wife 
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bad made him, to a place of security, the 
imprudef)t man went to the gaming-house, 
with the- mad hope of restoring his affeira 
by one successful effort; — and that failing, 
-^he attempted to return homej — but de- 
spair met him on the wayi and he died by 
his own hand. 

" And is it possible that the remains of 
a suicide/* said I)on Cleofas, is permitted 
in this country to moulder in consecrated 
earth ?" " The law," answered Asrao- 
deus, *'not only forbids such an indulgence, 
but condemns the corpse of the oflender 
to be buried in the public way, and in the 
most ignominiaus manner. Tfie Judge 
and Jury, however, who are appointed on 
such occasions, contrive, in general, to 
satisfy their consciences, by resolving such 
acts, especially when they are committed by 
persons of fashion or fortune, into the 
effects of lunacy ; which being an affliction 
of God, cannot be construed into a crime, 
and therefore, allows of honourable sepuU 
ture. At the same time, it beco.nes me,^ 
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in justice, to observe, that this evasion of 
the law does not proceed from any con- 
tempt of it, but a false notion of humanity 
that supersedes it- — This country is sup- 
posed, though, by the bye, very errone- 
ously, to present more examples of suicide 
than any other; — but be that as it»may, if 
a self-murderer of high rank, should, for 
once, be buried in the highway, with all 
the disgraceful circumstances commanded 
by the law, the crime in question would 
not, I believe, be heard of for some time 
to come. 

'^ On the other side of the same pillar, 
lies a gallant young officer, who should 
l)ave died, for his honour, in the field of 
battle, but he fell ingloriously in a duel, 
which arose from a dispute in a common 
brothel, about a woman of the town. ' 

" That coronet which graces the centre 
of a pecliirent, supported by columns of 
coloured marble, informs us that some de- 
ceased person, of noble rank, claims the 
honour of the monument which it is de- 
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signed to decorate. He received also a 
premature death from an ignoble hand. 

" He was a nobleman of ancient name 
and large estate ;-— on entering into life, he 
made a very wise resolution to avoid the 
gaming-table ; and, from a violent love of 
play, was, in a few years, obliged to put his 
estate to nurse, and allow himself no 
more than a fourth part of the revenues, 
till it was freisd from its oppressive incum- 
brances. His Lordship then formed 
another wise resolution, which was, to live 
with economy, — to make 4he re-establish- 
ment of his fortune the principal object of 
his life, and, at all events, to preserve his 
independence. But it so happened, that, 
in a very short time, his embarrassments 
were so increased, and his reserved revenue 
so reduced, that he was glad to obtain an 
appointment- to a profitable post under go- 
vernmeifi. His resolutions, however, were not 
always broken; for he had made one, which 
was, never to suffer himself to be robbed 
on the hi'gh-way ; and that, at least, he 
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maintained with a manly spirit ; for, after 
having killed two highwaymen, who stop- 
ped his chaise on Hownslow-Heath, he was 
himself shot by a third. 

" In that basso relievo,*' continued the 
Demon, " you must observe the figure of 
Liberty, with a lion couched by her side, 
and the Roman fasces, entwined with a 
civic wreath, at her feet. These emblems 
decorate the tomb of a man who made 
himself known by affecting the character 
of superior patriotism. 

" He was born to a large fortune, and 
educated with all the advantages which his 
station might be thought to demand. A 
public school and the university prepared 
*him for foreign travel, and a tour through 
the principal parts of Europe, fitted him 
for the world. Among other excellent 
qualifications which he had acquired to 
grace his early career, he possessed a very 
strong popensity ta play, and in the indul- 
gence of it, soon loaded, with no trifling 
incumbrance, the patrimony which his an- 
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cestors had left him. A fortunate mam* 
ag©, however, in some measure, restored 
his afi<airs, and a second Hymen entirely 
relieved them ; when, happening to be bit 
by a mad politician, he commenced patriot, 
harangued in public, fomented opposition 
to ministers in private, subscribed liberally 
to the support of all an ti- ministerial asso* 
ciations, and announced his principles as 
founded on Roman virtue and Spartan sim* 
plicity. Nevertheless, this mirror of unde- 
filed patriotism, was member of a gaming- 
club, would play at whist for fifty pounds a 
corner, and suffered his wife to roll about, 
a painted, fantastic figure, in the most 
gaudy vU'(hvis in town. A paral}tic stroke 
put an end to his active exertions in the 
cause of freedom ; — but his widow still 
continues a firm friend to every branch of 
civil libertTf. 

** * If beauty, — if innocence, — if rare 
talents and superior knowledge,— if all the 
winning graces of exterior manners, — if 
all- the acct^nplishments of polished life. 
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lieightenfed by gentleness, humility, and 
benevolence, could have turned aside the 
dart of fate, this marble would not have 
told Amelia's virtues, and forced the la- 
menting sigh from all who read its melan- 
choly record of them.' 

" Such is the inscription which interests 
tiie sympathetic passenger, as he looks on 
the beautiful monument immediately before 
us. It has been lately erected to perpe- 
tuate the memory of a young lady, who 
died in the South of France, by a fond and 
doating father, who was so blinded by his 
affection for this darling child, that he 
never suspected the intrigue she carried on 
with his valet' de-chamb re, before she was- 
seventeen ; and that an improvident use of 
cosmetics made him childless before she 
was twenty. 

" That small oval of black marble, with 
a white escutcheon upon it, beneath the 
window, sanctifies the memory of a virgin 
lady, whose brave contempt of death, 
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might elevate her to rank with the most 
heroic of her sex. 

^' She was not, by any means, eminent 
for beauty, but was considered as the finest 
dancer of the time in which she lived. — 
It is, therefore, almost superfluous to add, 
that she was extremely fond of that polite 
exercise, from whence she derived such 
universal admiration. But having received 
an hurt in her right foot, from treading on 
a nail, she inflamed the wound to such a 
degree, by dancing three successive nights, 
that a mortification took place ; and the 
consulting surgeons declared it to be their, 
opinion, that nothing but an amputation, 
of the limb could preserve her life. On 
this alarming circumstance being con^mu- 
nicated to the lady, she summoned'^everal 
of her nearest relations and best friends 
to her bed-side, and with great calmness 
informed them, that as her principal con- 
sequence and pleasure in life had been 
derived from the use of both her legs, she 
would much rather die than submit to the 
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loss of one of them. This resolution she 
maintained in spite of every remonstrance ; 
and, in a short time, that master of the 
ceremonies, called Death, conducted her to 
make one of his assembly in this place. 
: " That costly monument,'* said the De- 
mon, " which you see so lavishly adorned 
with military trophies, covers the dust of 
an officer of the highest rank in the British 
army, and who had grown grey in the 
service. There is no symbol characteristic 
of the military profession, which the 
sculptor has not introduced to do honour 
to this veteran commander, and to attract 
the notice of those who visit this magni- 
ficent mausoleum : — arms of every kind, 
both ancient and modern, — standards of 
various dimensions, — suits of armour and 
coats of mail, — nay, even pieces of artillery, 
with the balls which they discharge, are all 
huddled together to decorate the soldier s 
grave. — You, my Lord, will naturally sup- 
pose, that the enemies of Great Britain 
have felt the force of his prowess, juid are 
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ready to acknowledge the superior skill 
which he has so often demonstrated in the 
sanguinary trade of war. — Now the truth 
is, that being of a noble family, and sup- 
ported by potent friends, he was early 
advanced, by very rapid steps, to high rank 
in the army, as well as appointed to military 
situations of large income ; and these 
bloodless honours are all detailed in a 
pompous inscription on the decorated 
marble. — But Fortune has her caprices, 
and it is not in the scope of my sagacity 
to account for them. — Some of her mili- 
tary favourites she protects from danger in 
the most bloody conflicts of the field, and 
gives them tlic crown of victory ; while 
she preserves others from hazard, by keep- 
ing them at home, and rewarding their 
peaceful virtues by every domestic comfort. 
This general officer was one of the latter; 
— for though he went into the army at the 
age of sixteen, and remained till death de- 
prived him of all his commissions and 
appointments, at the age of seventy-two,— 
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he never was in an engagement, nor ever 
saw the face of an enemy in the long 
course of his protracted and inglorioivs 
life. 

^^ The monument just beyond, which is 
enriched with all the various emblems of 
jurisprudence, perpetuates the name of a 
man, vrho may^ with great justice, be cdn- 
sidered as a phosnomenoti of bis age and 
country : for it is an absolute fact, that he 
practised the law near fdrty ye&rs, and 
closed his life in his perfect mind, and with 
an untroubled conscience/' " His re- 
mains," answered Don Cleofaa, " may be 
with great propriety deposited in this 
place: — but the monument which felates 
his virtues, and incites posterity tb follow 
his example, should have b$en erected in 
Westminster- Hall instead of Westminster- 
Abbey." 

*^ Your observation," replied the Demoo, 
*' is equally shrewd and just ; but I should 
suppose that you are by this^ time conj- 
plefely satisfied, if not fatigued, with your 
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visit to the tombs. I will, tharefoie, just 
give joa a glimpse of the ghosts which 
occupy some <^ them, and we will then 
proceed to renew oar observations in the 
living world.^ He had no sooner spoken, 
than Don Cleofas bdieU, though not 
without some alarm, a great number of 
phantoms, dad in the apparel of death, 
and wandering about the different parts of 
the church. 

** I observe," said the Count, '' a ghost, 
as I should imagine, of some one, who, 
when he bade adieu to life, left some exalted 
station in it. He still preserves an air of 
superior dignity^ and is regarding, with pro- 
found attention^ a superb monument, 
which I should judge, from its costly mag- 
nificence, to have been erected rather as a 
memorial of some great national event, 
than as a tribute of honour to any parti- 
cular individual, however distinguished by 
rank or fortune." " Your conjectures,** 
answered Asmodeus, " are perfectly well 
directed. That is the ghost of one of the 
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greatest men who ever appeared on the 
-theatre of the world. He was, for some 
time, the minister of this country ; and, 
during his administration, by the exertion 
of his superior talents, and, without devi- 
ating, for a moment, from the exalted 
course of patriotic integrity which he had 
marked out for himself, he raised the Bri- 
tish name to an height of glory, which 
dimmed the splendour of the brightest 
.periods of the world. 

^^ But the base ambition of inferior men, 
who could not brook the inflexible superi- 
ority of his character, aided by the powers 
of faction, party, and corruption, forced 
him, as it were, from the helm, and endea- 
voured to cloud the lustre of his great 
name; — he then withdrew indignant to that 
. retirement in which he closed his venerable 
life. On his death, the representative wis- 
.dom of the nation voted his remains a 
public burial, among its kings in this 
. place, and erected that superb monument 
to bis memory, as a magnificent memorial 



cf i!5 ;m!>u> f r the serriccs he kJ 
cf ./r.<-. z^A \\rs r* rv he had sccuired for 
h;s co^i^t^v. Tr.it ir:r.*jT^-t^*t r.j^ new 
cor/r.Tr^:'.:!- — f -? reHves fr^m thence 
the c" :.? vi'.tijr. of L:5 prere::t stattr.'* 

" B^t I -ee a Mtlle pV^nU m," s;:iJ the 
O -rTit. " L::s:!?r.Tr ri^out fr ni one part of 
t!iC church to th^ other, nnd occasionally 
af!irc5^:ng himself to some one or ether 
of his brother spirits.* 

" That is/' answered Asmodeas, '• tlie 
ph '^t of a comedian, and the most ccle- 
brttcd actor that erer appealed on the 
13^lti^h stage. His professional merit, trr- 
deed, was very trarsrcndant; and his va- 
nity, which may have been pardonable in 
him, for he was the theatrical boast of the 
nation, kept pace with it. Nay, that pas- 
sion, if I may use a bold metaphor, con- 
tinues to live with him in death ; and, at 
the season when departed souls are per- 
mitted to communicate with each other, 
his sole employment is to enquire of the 
newly-arrived ghosts, if they can iufonn him 



when the monument will be finished that 
is to be erected to his memory by hie fond 
and disconsolate wife.— ^Jn a very short 
time, however, his posthumous vanity will 
be completely mortified, by the account,—^ 
that his wife does not, amidst all the afflu- 
ence which he left her, appear to think of 
such a superfluity ; — but that a monument 
is actually preparing for him by an attor- 
ney«at-law, who is one of his executors. 

•^ That huge spectre, whose air and* gait 
mark no common discomposure, was a 
CoHossus of human literature, whose ta- 
lents and writings have ranked liim among 
tfhe first names of his country. Bat he 
has just been informed, that a lady, at 
whose* house he was for many year^ a* fre- 
quent and a flattered guest, has, from a 
most unpardonable vanity, written and 
published memoirs of her friend; in which 
she actually describes him as a monster of 
abmrdity^ in order to prove that he was, 
adcordiiig to her own expresision, the Jirst 
df p&mhable beings. 
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" The ghost who is looking with so 
much attention at his own monument near 
the door» was a very sad^ profligate fellow 
in his day ; and as he reads the laboured 
eulogium of those virtues, not one of 
which he ever possessed, he shakes his 
head> and says to himself, ' What liars 
these tomb- stones areT *' 

" There is another spirit/' said Don 
Cleofas, '^ who seems to be actuated by 
similar sentiments ; for he looks up to a 
very elegant monument in a manner as if 
the object does not afford him any parti- 
cular satisfaction." "It was, nevertheless,** 
answered Asmodeus, ^' erected to do him 
honour. He was an author of great me- 
rit ; but, from an habitual inattention to 
the common affairs of life, suffered the 
various vicissitudes of it, and died from an 
intemperate indulgence of extreme hunger. 
His present melancholy opinion is, that, if 
his friends and admirers had given him the 
money when alive, which they have ex- 
pended upon his tomb^ he should, at this 
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time^ have been a living substance, instead 
of a departed shade." 

" But I see three ghosts," said the Count, 
** who seem to be holding a mournful con- 
ference together, beneath the arch to the 
left of us/* " They are," answered the 
Demon, ^^ the successive husbands of the 
same woman, who made no distinction be« 
tween them, but behaved with equal duty, 
afiection, and tenderness to them all. She 
absolutely broke the hearts of the first and 
second ; and the third, hurryipg from his 
chamber in the dark, to avoid the tempest 
of her tongue, fell down stairs, and broke 
his neck. They are now mutually expres- 
sing their hopes, that when the amiable 
woman dies, she may not be buried in this 
church : — They are afraid of her even in 
the grave. 

" The tall figure whom you see stopping 
for a moment before an handsome monu- 
inent, decorated with a marble statue, 
standing in a niche, and which, after a 
transient glance, he quits with a discom*- 



!206 DEVIL UPON TWa STICKS 

posed air, and a hasty stqj, was lately a 
witling of some celebrity among those, who 
furnish vivacity for the ephemeral produc- 
tions of the times.— Among other short- 
lived trifles he happened to write a farce, 
which, from some popular allusions, happily 
applied, — a venturesome caricature which 
happened to hit, and some broad humour 
that made people laugh, had a short run. — 
The tomb he has just honoured with his 
hasty attention, is that of William Shake- 
speare, the first dramatic genius that ever 
lived ; and on passing it, he looked up to 
the figure, and exclaimed, ' Billy Shake- 
speare, .Billy Shakespeare, it is well for 
your feme, that death interfered, — for had 
I lived, I should soon have given you 
the go by.' 

" That stately shade which examines 
with- such anxious attention the superb 
monument, so richly decorated with armo- 
rial beatings, is deeply affected as he pe- 
ruses the loiijr recital of his splendid an- 
cestry. — He was a nobleman of high rank 



and aBcicn* title ; and ha» been- jml in* 
formed by a ghost lately arrhed, that hfe 
9o\% vrho hiid greatly impaired the femily 
fbrttiiie by his profligate extravagance, hais 
restored' it by a degrading marriage with 
the daughter of a man who once wore a 
Hvery, but who returned from the East 
Indies with an immense fortune. 

" The littfe ghost that passes too and ft'O 
behind him, and has just interiiipted his 
lucubrations, was one of the noble Lord's 
neighbours, in the country, by whom he 
was not considered as fit to be noticed. — 
He-is- now however repeating as' he walks 
backwards and forwards,—* That though 
death may be sometimes hasty, he is alW^ays 
jiist ; and nrmkes- no distinction between a 
Peer of the Realm, and a Country &quiref/ 

" That chapel,'*' continued the Devil 
upon^ Two Sticks, " which you see so 
splendidly adbrned with banners and chi- 
valrous trophies, is appointed for the ceneJ- 
nionial celd^ration of a British order of 
Kiiighthood ; and' you cannot but observe 
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a phantom sitting in one of the stalls in a 
disconsolate attitude. — He Was, when on 
earthy a Knight of this Order, and remark- 
able for a silly, coxcomical fondness for 
the personal decorations it bestows, — ^The 
star on his breast, and the flaunting rib- 
bon across his shoulder, formed the pride 
of his life. — The vanity still continues, 
and he passes all the time which is per- 
mitted him to view the light, in sitting 
beneath his own banner: and this gratifica- 
tion his spirit will enjoy, till the next in- 
stallation removes it to be supplied by that 
of his successor. — He will then rise from 
his grave no more. 

" The shade who appears to be examin- 
ing with a very scrutinizing attention, an 
urn with the figure of a boy weeping be- 
side it, had been a very great traveller. 
There is not a gallery of pictures in Europe 
which he had not seen, not an antique piece 
of sculpture which he had not studied, not 
a remarkable building, ancient or modern, 
which he had not measured. He was a 
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walking catalogue of virtd in his own and 
every other country. 

" It is not, therefore, very unreasonable, 
that he should consider himself as a prime 
j udge of the arts ; and he is now suffering 
all the mortification his present state is ca- 
pable of receiving, as he observes that the 
monument erected to do honour to his 
memory, is ill executed, and in an execra- 
ble taste. — The urn he discovers is not 
sepulchral, ^nd that the boy seems to be 
laughing instead of crying. 

" The phantom who is looking up to a 
mural tablet, on the other side of the aisle, 
has very different sensations, as he conterp- 
plates it with certain emotions of pleasure. 
— It is fixed there to perpetuate the virtues 
and superior qualifications of a maidea 
lady, who was very lately interred below it. 
— ^The ghost, in his living state, and a few 
weeks previous to his death, which was 
sudden, had made a matrimonial offer to 
her, and, after being received with all pos- 
sible encouragement, was unexpectedly 
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character notorious for profligacy, — with 
abilities, whidi acquired reputation rather 
from the daring manner in which they 
were employed, than from their own 
strength ; and at a time when he had dis- 
sipated his fortune and was loaded with 
debt8,*^he raised himself into importance 
by his political writings against an unpo- 
pular minister ; and the violent prosecution 
which he suffered, as the author of them, 
made him the most popular man in the 
kingdom. The whole strength of minis- 
terial power was exerted against him ; and 
though he felt the vengeance of the law, 
he was consoled by the regard of the peo- 
ple ; and after a long course of difficulty 
and obstruction, obtained the final Victory. 
Nay« he had conducted himself with so 
much art and understanding, as to persuade 
« great part of the people that their wel- 
£ire was connected with his wel&re ; and, 
thvit their liberty dq^aoded on his liberty. 
His debts, therefore, to a consideTable 
•mounts were pud by a public sobsciiption ; 
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—-tie was returned to Parliament by great 
majorities; and rose through the quick- 
ened gradations of inferior office, to the 
chief magistracy of the metropolis. 

** But when this strange fury of the 
people began to subside, and their reason 
recovered its usual state of tranquil reflec- 
tion, the idol appeared no longer worthy 
of the idolatry ; — the mask of patriotism 
no longer hid the lurking form of self- 
interest, and he was sinking fast into neg- 
lect and poverty, when the death of his par- 
liamentary colleague occasioned some popu- 
lar circumstances, which brought him back^ 
for a moment, to something of his former 
importance ; and he did not fail to employ 
the fortunate occasion for his advantage. 
A popular lucrative office at this time be- 
came vacant, which he was elected to fill ; 
2tnd as he executes its duties with attention 
and fidelity, he will, probably, enjoy it to 
the end of his days. They, indeed, are 
now drawing nigh to a period which his en- 
terprising spirit and wonderful fertility 
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of resoorce will not enafaJe him to 
protract. 

^^ Though mankind have long known 
the secret of his character, yet, as lie has 
been the instrument of some public good, 
and hafi, at times, suffered severely for the 
cause which he espoused, tiiey, in general, 
consider him with a kind of friendly com- 
placency, and are rather .disposed to pro^ 
mote, than oppose the present support of 
his declining life. While he, housed as it 
were from the storm, regards the people 
whom he has duped, with sentiments of 
gratitude, rather than those of contempt. 
At the same time, he beholds nothing, on 
a review of his life, which can beget 
a momentary wish in his breast, that when 
the curtain drops, the drama may not be 
concluded for ever. Having lived without 
any very strong propensity to believe that 
there is a God in this world, the worthy^ 
gentleman is, by no means, inclined to 
suppose, that there is a Devil in the next." 

** On that question," said the Count, 
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*^ I shall not attempt to speculate : — My 
attention is, at present, better engaged; 
and I shall request you to satisfy it, by in- 
forming me concerning the three gentle- 
men who are sauntering towards us, and- 
whose stars and ribbons proclaim their 
superior rank and distinction." 

** They are;" answered Asmodeus, " ^ 
trio of very amiable noblemen, who occupy 
posts of honour about the person of the 
King. There must be men for all stations, 
— ministers to conduct the public affairs, — 
divines to rule the church, — soldiers and 
sailors, — lawyers and physicians, — citizens 
and courtiers : — these Lords are fortunately 
of the latter denomination, and do honour 
to their employments. Indeed, their 
brains are formed for no better purpose 
than to evaporate in the chit-chat of 
a levee, or the ceremonies of a drawing- 
room. 

** The conversation of the two persona 
standing between the trees, to the right of 
us/' said the Demon, " is of a very singular 
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natuie. It is a noble Lord and his sotl^ 
who are formiDg a little domestic arrange- 
ment, that manifests the very pleasant^ 
unrestrained manner in which these near 
relations live together. You must know 
then, that they are, both of them, fond -of 
the same woman ; and they are now actu- 
ally engaged in settling the nights of their 
respective visits to her, that they may, in 
future, have no apprehensions of any awk- 
.ward interruption from each other.'* 

** Do you see a tall lady just before us," 
said Asmodeus, " with a fry of children 
about her ?** '* Most certainly I do/' an- 
swered the Count ; " some happy mother, 
I suppose, who is at once giving exercise, 
health, and pleasure, to her charming little 
family .•• *• She may be a mother in good 
time,'' replied Asmodeus ; ** but at present 
the lady is a pure, and to say the truth, 
almost a stale virgin : Nay, she is, at this 
moment, making love with all her might. 
As you see no young man, or indeed any 
thing like a man, within reach of her, you 
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inay pot very . rea4ily conceive the practii 
bUi^y of the buaine^ s but tbough none of 
the children are CupUfe, they actually serve 
the purpose^ at present, of the little God 
of soft desir^. 

^ ^/ I niust mfovm: you then, that tbit 
la^ is of a 'noble faintly, and has been em- 
pbyed i^ the service of the Court, from 
which she 4?rives an handsome pension, 
and where^ she i^ supposed to possess some^ 
degree of confidential riegard. Now, as 
her ladyship is advancing rather hastily 
toward the middle stage- of life ; and as 
it has been a growing opinion with her, 
that th^re is po real comfort but such as 
proceeds frpm^n happy matrimonial estab- 
lishment, — she has, of late, turned her 
thoughts, with more than usual anxiety, to 
that important object Accordingly, uncjer 
the influence of this increasing propensity, 
she bias taken it into her head that a wor.- 
thy and wealthy Earl,, who is the widowed, 
father of , these childrjen,. would maKe 
her a most excellent husband ; and she 
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his beady that ^at wooU make him atnost 
caczilait w^e» For tfais purpose, bat un- 
<kr the prelBLt of her faaviag been the 
hiead of their late mother, — she daily 
sends for the jooiiger part of his family^ 
whom she caresses^ iosXrocts, and, in a 
great measace, goirems. In shorty from 
the manner in whkrh she oondocts herself 
towards them, she appears to possess - sa 
Jarge a share of the n^atemal virtues, that 
the father of the children, according to her 
original wish, wiU shortly take it into his 
head to make her the mother of them." 

** But with what cruel violence/* ex- 
daimed Dan Cleofas, *' has that poor gen- 
tleman been just thrown from his horse !*' 
** It is a very severe fall indeed," said the 
Demon ; *^ but with all your tenderness of 
disposition, I have my doubts, when you 
come to know the real cause of this dis- 
as^er^ whether you will be very much dis- 
posed to pity him." " .Mispfiirtunes," 
replied the Count, " be they what they 
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may, — and from whatever source they may. 
proceed^ have a natural claim to the feel*, 
ings of humanity." " Tiiough I do not 
perfectly agree with my friend," said As-. 
modeus, '^ I shall not dispute with him on 
the subject, but relate the singular, and, in 
my mind^ the ridiculous cause of that 
misfortune which has happened in our. 
sight. 

" The unfortunate gentleman who has 
just been dismounted in such a disagree-, 
able manner, from his palfrey, is a very 
worthy man of fortune, who is blessed by 
nature with an admirable constitution, 
which a strange infatuation that possesses ' 
him, has long been endeavouring to de- 
stroy; not, indeed, by intemperance in. 
wine or women, nor from study or hazard- 
ous exercises, but, which you will scarce 
believe, from a rage of taking physic. — 
Although his health is without a demand - 
upon the apothecary's shop, all his actions 
are, more or less, influenced by a medi- 
cinal regimen, which is now bepome the 

L 2 
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Tole of his life. He empties -a certaiil 
nmnber of phials every day tit stated 
periods, and on the regularity of these 
mediein^ raeals^ for they deserve no better 
ilaine, all his comforts and ecjoymentd 
depend. — ^Any little irregularity in taking 
bis allotted draught, will afflict him with 
lio common vexation ; but if from any 
strange combination of events, there should 
be an acddental omission of it, nothing 
can remedy the severe misfortune, but the 
blessed assistance of a consultation of 
physicians. 

** Some very ridiculous circumstances 
have happened to him from this strange 
propensity to drugs ; and, for your amuse- 
ment^ I will relate three or four of them. 

** He once paid his addresses to a very 
handsome young woman, and matters wer^ 
so far arranged between them, that the 
writings were almost completed; when, 
one fine morning, he put an end to the 
business, in a most violeiU rage, because 
the lady told him, that he smelt like am 
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apothecary's shop. — He was obliged^ not 
inany month's ago, to pay a considembk 
sum, in order to hush a prosecution which 
had been commenced against him, by an 
apothecary's apprentice, whom he had 
beaten in a very unmerciful manner, for 
having, by mistake^ tied the \a\>e\$ of the 
iporning- draughts, on the phials wbieh) 
cpntained his^v^ning n>edicine. 

*^ Indeed, such is his thirst after what it: 
tiie general aversion of mankind^ tbat b^ 
qianQot resist the temptation of tat^^ing m^ 
dicine of any kind, which he may oc€a$k>iv-^ 
ally meet with. Hence it i^> that he is • 
constant visitor to his indisposed and sick 
friends ; and as others frequently vigit peo- * 
pie for the sake of their dinners or tl^ir 
\yine, he goes to see his acquaintance ^r 
thesakeof their physic. During t,he lastwior 
ter, however, in one of his luxurious attend^ 
ances in a sick chamber, he was thougbt 
to have taken his last draught — He could 
npt resist the temptation of a medioine he 
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saw on a table, by the bed- side of a gentle* 
man, who was cruelly afflicted with the 
stone; and, unluckily, it proved a very 
strong dose of laudanum, from whose 
narcotic effects he was with difficulty 
recovered. 

" Nor is this all : — He speaks of medi- 
cinal compounds with the air, and in the 
tone of science. Nor will you hear a pro- 
fessed connoisseur talk with more import- 
ance, affectation, or delight, of the fine 
arts, than he does of the various merits of 
Galehical compositions. In a tour he 
made, during the last summer, his travelling' 
medicinal chest being exhausted, he was 
obliged to have recourse to the apothecary 
of a provincial town, whose medicines gave 
him such entire satisfaction, that he made 
him a present of a bank note, on account 
of his superior taste and genius in medical 
chemistry. 

' "On his return from this morning's 
ride, the Horse Guards* clock informed 
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him, that it was five minutes lifter the 
regulated time for his noon-tide draught. 
He, therefore, forced his horse into unusual 
speed, and the consequence of his haste 
has beeii the accident which we have just 
witnesscda . In. order to hurry h^me, for 

ft 

the purpose of taking medicine which he 
did' not want, he has received & shock, 
which will render the application of it ab* 
sol utely necessary for several months to 
conue. H^, bowevery may now enjoy this 
consolation, that* his physic will, at least, 
be of some service to him." 

*• When he dies/* said Don Cleofas, 
smiling, ^* the apothecaries, I trust, will 
erect, a monument to such a rare benefac- 
tor, — But here are objects more attractive ; 
and I cannot pass by that charming little 
woman in a blue bonnet, without a partial 
observation. Besides, she u not content 
with discovering one of the loveliest faces . 
I ever saw, but has arranged hei' lower gar- 
ments in such a manner, as- to display a 
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foot and ancle of the most alluring pro- 
portions." 

*' She is/' answered the Demon> ** an 
unhappy female, who, like many of her 
sex, has experienced that beauty, which is 
such a general object of desire and envy, 
rtiay, sometimes, prove to be a very great 
misfortune indeed, to' those who possess it. 
—She is of a very good family — ran away 
with a young officer when she was sixteeh,^^ 
itid having lived six months happily, and 
fbur years miserably with him, he took an 
opportanity of going to the East Indies^ 
and died during the voy^ige. ' As lie left 
her without ' support, she ^ was obliged to 
i^turn to her itiother, who had retired to^ 
live bn a small jointure, in a distant part of 

the kingdom. - " " ' * -"■ ' 

•* 'While' this lady lived with her husband 
in all the gaiety of the meVropoTis, she at-' 
t^a^ted the notice, and inflamed the desires 
>fif a nobleman, notorious for his libidinous 
passions, and the disgraceful manner in 
which he indulges them:— While, however. 
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the husband . was present, his. Lordship'Ss 
prudence, or, perhaps, his fears, kept him, 
back from forming any plan to seduce this . 
lovely object of his brutal habits ; but no 
sponer was he informed that she had taken 
refuge under a maternal roof, than he coo^ 
trived a project to seduce her from'tbence| 
apd a woman, whom he supported for 
sirnilar purposes, was the shameless agent 
of the infernal design. 

•* For this purpose, she was. furnished, 
with all, the requisite exterior of a widow 
of' genteel fortune, and sent down in that* 
fictitious character, to the town in Wales 
where the young lady and her mother re- 
sidied On her arrival she took the best 
apartments the place afforded, spon con^ . 
trived. to introduce herself to their ao 
qu^intance, and, by the particular attentions . 
sh^'paid, and the kindness she shewed 
th^m^ won so far upon their regard, as to. 
become, their inseparable companion and 
bosom friend Fabricated letters wer^^ 
expresfs};^ written from LondQQ4 ^nd every 

"" -' ' l3 ' ' ' ' * 
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other art employed to support her impor- 
tance, and give this infamous pander of her 
profligate master, the appearance of every 
thing she was not. 

" After remaining a few months in the 
country, the time approached when she 
must return to town. It will not be supposed 
to have been a very arduous task to dispose 
the young lady to pass the winter with 
her in London, — nor did it prove a mat- 
ter of any great difBculty to gain the 
mother's consent to such an arrangement. 
Accordingly, they set out for the capital, 
and during the journey, the thoughtless 
victim was prepared for the sacrifice, by the 
artful conversation, and insidious manoeu- 
vres x)f the beldame who conducted her. 

** On their arrival in town, they pro- 
ceeded to the pretended house of this wo- 
m^n*s brother, who was a partner iur the 
cotitrivance, and which was nothing better 
than a notorious brothel. For prudential 
reasons, and under some ready pretence, 
that place was immediately exchanged for 
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lodgings, and there his itnpal,ient Lordship 
W.9S first introduced, as the- most amiable 
of men, to this devoted "beauty. The 
business^ however, was not so easily com- 
pleted as he had been made to expect ; 
and it wa^ not- till after a succession of 
artifice had been employed, which a Devil , 
of honour lifce myself cannot think* of . 
without nbhorrence, that she could be 
persuaded to submit herself to his desires. 

.." But, this noble seducer is abominably 
mean in the indulgence of his leading pas- 
sions, and a very niggard even in purchas- 
ing his favourite pleasures. He had already 
expended a sum of money which he had 
never before risked on a similar occasion* 
to bring this pnhappy woman to his arms ; 
and when he found reluctance in her em- 
braces^ and he?ird repentance in her sighs, 
h^ cursed his extravagant bargain, and left 
her for those >yrlling and ijnqostly prosti- , 
tutes, who are better adapted to the 
penurious, principles of his seraglio. Nor 
was it till after a long series of application 



228 DBVIL upon TWO STICKS 

\ I ^ 

iQ every form, and till she was reduced to 
something like extreme distress, that he 
s£nt her a supply icai'ce sufficient to pay 
the expenses of a common' conveyance to 
her mbther In Wales. But the manner in 

* < 

which she returned, and the circumstances 
that had taken plade since' her depkrture, 
produced such ^ change in the old' iady*s 
coridiict towards her, that she could not 
support ' a ' life in whidi no hout* passed 
without mortification and reproach : — 
she accordingly took the advice of a ydqng 
I^Btleman in the neighbourhood^ to accom* 
pany him to ' the metro^lisV She has 
since suffered mtich of that distress Which, 
at soine time or oth^rVis isWe io v^St upon 
frail and unprotected beauty'; 'and it lis but 
very lately ' that she^ as b&h able to raise' 
hef head above the inosl afflicting sf ate of 
wretchedness anrf waAt.— Ai^|)reserif, Kow* 
evferi she is engaged hi an employih^nt tTKIrt 
gm h^r Wead;-idd ih ^hiiifif h^lbdtistry' 
enabW ^er'io sup]}cift heVselfi' without 
haVlfig recourse to' ^ticJse wretcHed^'cbiii-^ 
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plianoes^. which form the lowest d>b of 
female misfortune.** 

r 

^^ Beauty, I must own/ said Don Cleo- 
fas^ *' has such a powerful effect upon me^ 
that I verily believe, there is no crime, how- 
ever heinous, that would possess the power 
of extinguishing my pity for it — But in 
such an example of female distress, as you 
have just related, th^ want of commisera- 
tion would be a dishonour as great, in my 
opinion, as that which demands it I 
must, however, beg of you to inform me^ 
what kind of reception you will give to this 
unprincipled and unfeeling brute of a 
Lord, when death consigns him to the 
cl'utciies' of your master*"* 

**^ It is not for me,** answered the De- 
mon^ " to unfold the secrets of our infernal 
kingdom : but as my obligations to you 
are of a nature that require every possible 
return, 1 will contrive hereafter, by some 
means or other, to give you a peep into 
the government, policy, and present state 
of* the kingdpm of darkness^ For th^ 
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present, however, I shall. observe, that this 
object of your m/erited detestation, when 
he quits the titles, riches, and' pleasures of 
this world, will be consigned to more than 
the sufferings of Tantftlus, unless a severe 
and undissembled contrition should procure 
his pardon. Though how is it possible to 
suppose, that the pure sentiments of ge- 
nuine repentance, . can ever animate his 
corrupt, depraved, and flinty heart ?*' 

" But what scene of festivity," said Don 
Cleofas, " is going forwards in that house 
to the right of us. I see at the window a 
groupe of very elegant figures, who would 
not, I suppose, be so gaily arrayed at this 
early hour, of the d^y, if they were not 
assembled for some particular occasion, the 
nature of which I must beg you to explain 
tome/* 

"It is a scene,'* answered Asraodeus, 
" of no common display, and no common 
confusion. — It was intended to produce a 
wedding ; but the banquet prepared for 
hymeneal joy, will prove the^ feast of 
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aager and disappointment. — A daughter of 
the nobleman who lives in that house w; s 
this very morning to have been married to 
a young lord of the sister kingdom : — every 
suitable preparation was made for the occa- 
sion, — the bride was blushing with expecta- 
tion, — the attending maidens had strewed 
the altar with flowers, — the priest was 
ready, — and nothing remained to complete 
the ceremony but the presence of the bride- 
groom. He, however, did not make his ap- 
pearance, — and his delay, though it was at 
first treated with pleasantry, after frequent 
messages had been sent to him, and no 
answer whatever returned, assumed a very 
serious aspect. After some consideration, 
the father of the young lady went himself 
to his Lordship's house, — gained admit- 
tance, in spite of all denial, — and, forcing 
his way into the bed-chamber, where this 
silly young man was confined to his bed, 
insisted, with a very proper spirit, and in a 
very peremptory manner, to know the 
reason of his Lordship's extraordinary con* 
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duct : — when he was inforraed by a sur- 
geon, that it would be a considerable time 
before he could pronounce his patient to 
be in a fit state to become a married man» 
The confusion which must naturally result 
from such a strange and indecept, as well 
as cruel behaviour, may be readily con- 
ceived ; — and a council-board has just 
been held by the company who were as- 
sembled to grace the occasion ; which has 
ended in a resolution to keep the matter as 
secret as possible, — to invent some plau- 
sible reason to satisfy public inquiry, and 
to wait with patience, till the afflicted lo- 
ver is in a state to make amends for his 
present offence, by fulfilling the engage- 
ments he has this day broken.'* 

" But is it possible,** exclaimed the 
Count, " that dtber the lady or her family, 
can tamely submit to an insult of such a 
mortifying mature^ and which might have 
been so easily avoided ?'' " The .match is, 
too good a one^" replied, Asmodeud^ . " tO: 
be rejected, by peoples, who kpo^y . the.. 
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"iWrld., for such a trifle. The young lady> 
indeed, certainly feels that tind of injury, 
ivhich every other woman would feel Iq 

her situation ; hut she will stay, at least^ 

•• • » . • • . 

till she is married, before she executes her 
vengeance, aqd you may be assured that 
she will then return the very little cere- 
mony of her lover to-day, by treating him 
without any ceremony at all^ during the 
rest of his life.** 

** And here,** said Don Cleofas, as they 
entered Pall-Mall, " we are got once more 
into the busy throng ;** — " Of which, how- 
ever,** observed Asmodeus, " we shall talie. 
Hjio very particular notice ; as other matters 
of more novelty are preparing for our at- 
tention. — That gentleman who is now 
descending from his carriage at the palace- 
gate, has some claim, indeed, to a momen- 
tary regard. — He is possessed of know- 
ledge, talents, experience, judgment, in- 
dustry, and integrity ; all of which he em- 
ploys in discharging the duties of a consi- 
derable poi^t he holds under government, — '* 
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" And which his supjerior qualifications,'* 
said Don Cleofas, ** will undoubtedly con- 
tinue to him " ** Just so long," in- 
terrupted the Demon, . " as the minister 
stands in need of them.*' 

^^ That lady in the coach/' said the 
Count, " which has just passed us, lets 
down the curtain in so much haste, and 

• _ 

with such a look of ' apprehension, that I 
am. disposed to think she .has the gift of 
discovering a Devil in disguise/' " By no 
means/* answered the Demon; ".you en- 
tirely mistake the cause of her precaution, 
She is something of .a fiftieth cousin to a 
Scotch Peer, — is married to a worthy man, 
who made a large fortune in the East, 
Indies, — and never fails, when her visits, 
&c. call her into this street, to let down 
the blinds of her carringe, that her pride 
may not be mortified by the sight of a 
coffee-house, which was formerly kept by 
her husband's father. 

" The good lady is going, where we shall 
follow her, to an auction of the superb 
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IjDUsehold- furniture of a nobleman, whose 
splendid manner of living, during four 
short winters in this metropolis, obliges 
him to have recourse to the economising 
privacy of a provincial town on the con- 
tinent. He is a silly young man, and his 
mother, who rather suspected his weak- 
ness, got a wife for him, from the most 
saving and economical family in the king- 
dom, on the expectation that a young wo- 
man, who had been brought up in all the 
rigour of what is called worldly wisdom, 
would controul, or, at least, correct, the 
extravagant dispositions of her son. The 
plan was well conceived, but not duly con- 
sidered ; and, consequently, proved unsuc- 
desfful. — The lady had been educated in 
the vice, and not the virtue of prudence ; 
— her life had hitherto passed without the 
usual pleasures of her age and station, be- 
cause it would cost money to procure 
them. Though the daughter of a peer of 
the realm of great wealth, she had never 
been mistress of a dress entirely new, till 
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she was fitting out for marriage. A place 
at court had made some sort of finery 
requisite to her mother^ which descended, 
in regular succession^ to all her daughters^ 
and formed the only source of their per- 
sonal decorations. She had. therefore, too 
severely felt the inconyeniedce and misery 
of such domestic arrangements as a dau^h- 
ter, to m^ke them an example for h^r con- 
duct, when she became a wife ; — so thai 
when she was emancipated from the dis- 
cipline of her single state, §he hurried to 
the unreflecting enjoyment of aU tliose 
pleasures of which she had as. yet QJaJy 
heard the name ; and, like a per^p in th^ 
extremity of hunger, placed at a plentiful 
table, she gorged herself^ as it were, with 
every kind of elegant profusion. Instea4» 
therefore, of correcting her Lord's ei^tr% 
vagant a,nd thoughtless disposition, she^. 
joined niost heartily with hini in that ex- 
pensive career of fashionable Kfe, w^ich 
has brought them to their present state of 
difliculty and embarrassment. 
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** The first painful exertion of economy, 
which their circumstances required, was to 
l^id adieu to the superb mansion which 
tliey inhabited, and to consign all its inte- 
rior splendour to the stroke of the ham- 
liier. The great number of coaches as- 
sembled before us, mark the place of sale ; 
aiid it is not to the honour of the human 
heart, that so many of those who partook 
of the various splendid scenes of festal 
pleasure, for which this house has been 
distinguished, should now visit it, for no 
other purpose than to behold, with a secret 
triumph, the wreck of that fortune, whose 
costly festivities they had been so proud to 
share. 

" Here,** continued Asmodeus, as they 
entered the principal apartment, " here i* 
food for philosophy, even to satiety. — If 
the glutton is represented as doing no- 
thing more, by his dainty living, than 
pampering his carcase for the worms who 
are to consume it, — the man of profuse 
vanity may bef described, with equal truth. 
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as the |iiAr%e\o r of d^ance to those who 
onaj hereafter purchase the spoils of his 
Sflendoor. 

^ That bed will be taken from its gilded 
aloore to occopr the best apartment of a 
public hoteL — The sofa, near it, will find a 
convenient situation in the parlour of a 
neighbouring brothel: — that carved and 
gilded chandelier, which has never glittered 
but from waxen tapers, will now display 
the grosser light of tallow candles, in an 
assemblv-room at Rotherhithe: — that or- 
namental dessert- service, which has been 
displayed before princes of the blood, will 
be sold to a city confectioner, and, for 
years to come, delight the eyes of alder- 
men, common-councilmen, and liverymen, 
with their wives, daughters, and kins- 
women : — the furniture of the adjoining 
dressing-room will be transferred to the si- 
milar apartment of a figurante at the 
opera, who is protected by a young West- 
Indian: — The chiamber- organ will find a 
new occupation, in accompanying the 
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wcred hymns of a methodist chapel : — the 
piano-forte will be purchased by a music- 
master, for the use of a country boarding- 
school for young ladies : — and that grind- 
ing instrument will,' in future, ride on the' 
back of a Savoyard during the day, and 
accompany the magic-lantern at night : — 
the elegant sofa-bed of crimson satin, will 
be purchased by the manager of a provin- 
cial theatre, and many a Desdemona will 
die, and many a Lady Loverule will sleep 
on it : — that beautiful set of chairs will* be 
bought by a merchant in the city, w/ho is 
on the point of being married to a wealthy 
grocer's daughter, to furnish the principal, 
room of his house in Green Lettuce- lane:' 
— those two handsome fauteuils, which 
were made to correspond with each other, 
must now be separated for ever : the one 
will be purchased for the use of a theatre, 
and the other to give a becoming dignity 
to the chairman of a debating society : — 
the beautiful clock, with a Cupid pointing 
to the hours, will decorate the chimney- 
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piece of a celebrated Impure of the first 
class: — that elegant commode will rest 
with a handsome young Jewess in St. Marf 
Axe : — and the inlaid cabinet will enliven 
the closet of a lottery-office keeper, near 
tne Royal Exchange. — Of those three 
looking-glasses, one will be stationary in 
an academy for learning the science of hair- 
dressing ; the second will reflect the frip- 
pery of a chamber-milliner ; and the third 
will adorn the bed-chamber of an anti- 
quated coxcomb, who has belonged up- 
wards of thirty years to the respectable 
corps of gentlemen - pensioners : — the 
books upon the hanging-shelves, will add 
to the literature of a circulatipg 
library: — the lustre will travel to enrich 
the ball-room of somedistant watering place; 
— and those girandoles will illuminate a 
room in a gaming-house. — ^A great variety 
of the more useful and less costly articles^ 
will be purchased by the house-steward of 
the family, wfio, in the course of four 
years service, has contrived to procure 
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himself a. comfoFtable independence for ihe 
rest of his lifi^ — As &xr the kitcheo furni- 
ture, it will be purchased for a taveni ; and 
tl^e househQid- linen, for a public charity ; — 
ancl^ sic iransU gloria mundi. 

** There is no greater proof/' continued 
tjie Demon, *' of modern extravagance^ 
than the frequent transfer of property of 
living persons. — How often, even, are 
those ancient seat3» which have been con* 
sidired as a^snost sabred by former pos-> 
s^ssQrs, diisoiantled by the rude haod of 
tbeir exitravagant owners, and every thing 
that had given splendour to hospitably » 
borne away tQ the auction room ; while, 
it too frec^ntly hi^ppens, tlut the domes- 
tic apparatiKS of modern mngniiicence, is 
almost without an interval of repose be-v 
tween the warehouse of the upholsterer 
apd the repository of. the auctiower. 

** Persons of eminewe in tliX2 latter pro- 
fes^icui possess, I am most credibly in^ 
formed, such ^ surprising insight into 
fujture events,, as to have a long previous 

VOL. Ill, u 
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knowledge of tlie greater part of those 
lots which are to receive their ifuture fate 
from the stroke of the hammer. Nay, 
they will frequently direct the attention cf 
their particular friends to the well-furnished 
houses of many in the actual flourish of 
high life for a speedy decoration of their 
own. 

' ^' In fact, these auctions are so many 
genteel, honourable, and right honourable 
bankruptcies, though without the forms, 
and too often without the justice of a 
legal commission. — But we must not dis- 
grace by such a comparison the honest and 
industrious tradesman, who may, by vari- 
ous unforeseen accidents, be reduced to 
this situation, without the least imputation 
of his diligence, bis skill, and his inte- 
grity. 

** And now, my good Lord," added the 
Devil, /' I must request you to let your eye 
glance along a' few windows, and you will 
see a gentleman. walking up and down a 
large room, and occasionally retiring to a 
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writttig-table, as it appears^ to note down 
his thoughts. He is a young man of high 
birth and talents, and whose superior edu* 
cation has answered the sanguine expecta- 
tions of those who conducted it. — He ocr 
casionally amuses himself by indulging 
those lively flights of poetry which his genius 
dictates, when any particular subject strikes 
his fancy. — ^The communication of them; 
however, is generally confined to the circle 
of his chosen friends ; — though some have 
accidentally made their way into the world, 
and received the admiration which they so 
well deserved. — His present composition is 
a satirical Jeu dl esprit^ — and the auction to 
which I have just directed your attention is 
the subject of it. — He has just finished the 
poetical trifle, and is about to read it aloud 
to himself. — As it may gratify your curio- 
sity, as well from the singularity of the 
composition, as its peculiar novelty to you, 
I will undertake, if you please, to repeat it 
in such a manner as to render it perfectly 

intelligible to your understanding." 

M 2 



T*tt C*«rrf r Li.u ' uiJ list wlnlr ifr m ht 



v^T BB c y'i g iLi aG f sT fT rs»r Tfcf iit ; and 
A^Tsuasss becBiBe tbe cdio cf die poeL 

'ILc It-w Dj^e iV'iJrj io jatT te ker pain, 
Jyi^-'iZd Tlifir dpops of w^wKfaAimg ram. 
T;.'^^':i2;i40^ die troubled migfat, cafHiciaos sisep 
tiao left her Ivcast to s^li, her eyes to weq» ; 
But at the monung's dawn dispelled her fears. 
And fur a few short hours dryM up her tears. 
Kow gawdjr Fancy, with her sportive train 
^}{ antic Tififions sported o'er her brain. 
And ^catter'd airy pleasures as she pass'd : 
Ala^, ttiose pleasures were net made to last. 
Too soon from dreams of joy the fair-one wol^ | 
The opening door her golden slumbers brok^ 
Stiirting in wild disorderup she rose ;™ 
The quick but sad remembrance of her woes, 
V^'ilh rc!U)v;itfd torture, boldly pressed 
It's thorny N<trvows on her tender breast. 
In vsilcnt luiste the toilette is pi-epar'd ; 
Ihii xiU 1 \Hiui*ttk's oy^s^ *^ longer dar'd, 
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Wi^ nmny a scruti&isii^ tooic, 'to trace 
The doubt&l beauty of her bloated &€e, 
Now hideous grown, a prey to pining care, 
Hagg'd wiA despite, and blubber'd with despair. 
When on the^able breakfast meets her eyes. 
She views the Dresden equipage and sighs ; — 
Sighs^te reflect she may no more behold 
Its glossy whlleDess gay with styeoky gold. 

Sighs ti»t, in G Street, no longer she 

Will idly dawdle o'er her morning's te%; 
Ta glean the new-born scandal of the town. 
As pleas'd with others' follies as her own. 
In vain th' attending ministers di^de 
The flowing tresses, or in borrow'd pride 
Attach the ringlets ; — Quick her hands displace. 
With rude assault, the honours of her face. 
Before the on<^-lov'd shrine she cannot stay ^ 
Half-dress'd and un-b^iKH^'d she hastes aWBiy ; 
And <we£^itig bellows, in distracted tone, 
A chair, a chair ! — I languish to be gone. 
Onward, through many a gilded room she pass'd, 
And on the gawdy splendor look'd her last ; — 
Look'td and bemoan'd her unrelenting fate^ * 
That sunk her thus beneath the vu^ar great : 
Then hid her weeping eyes afid inly mourned, ' 
That she who dar'd despise should tiow be scer»'cl. 
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Enrag'd^ upon a couch her length she threw ; 
And in these accents spoke her sad adieu. 

" Would I had died, before my taste had shown 
A brilliant pattern to an envious tojtvn ; 
Which now ungrateful triumphs in my pain. 
Or worse, insults me with a pitying strain u 
Sure some ill-omen'd sprite was sent to guide 
My youthful footsteps in the paths of pride. 
Whose mggic pow'r and unresisted art. 
In secret chains secur'd my thoughtless hearty 
And in one giddy moment tum'd to nought 
Each thriJty precept that my mother taught. 
But life's a scene of mis'ry and woe j 
No age or state can real comfort know. 
In early days, beneath a parent's care, 
Forc'd to my morning and my ev'ning prayer, 
I learn'd the saintly look and hypocritic air. 
In a small room, and full three stories high^ 
A kind of grown-up Misses' nursery; 
I pass'd my time beneath that harsh restraint. 
Which language cannot tell, nor jfemcy paint; 
Our youthful, playsome spirits kept in awe. 
By the stern rigours of maternal law ; 
Ne'er aim'd at higher joys than to bestow 
6ur eager gazings on the streets below: 
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Happy indeed, if, on the first of May, 

The dancing chimney-sweeper came that way. 

At length the time arriv'd when I was shown "n 

In all tW honours of my mother's gown, y 

To meet the sneers and censures of the town. J 

But ah ! this world which I so long'd to see, 

Proy'd an uninteresting scene to me. 

No gentle whisper from thp gazing throng. 

Gave sweet importance as I.pass'd along : 

Around the fair the youthful nobles bow'dy 

I stood alone unnotic'd in the crowd. 

At length the unexpected Hymen came :-— 

Pleased with its freedom, though without its flame, 

I rush'd into the'pleasufes of'tlie ton, 

Lai|gh'd at the world, — and was myself ahne. 

Dress, equQ)age, diversious, all supply 

Fresh fuel for the flame of vanity. . 

But ah, — diversion^, equipage, and dress. 

Did not procure' th' expected happiness. 

Though still at times the M^orld^s gay, giddy scene 

Banish'd the vapours and dispeir«l the spleen ; 

Tho' some faint pleasure mingled with the smart ; 

The world saw not the sorrow at my heart. 

Shrouded in splendor, I could well beguile 

The secret care with hypocritic smile. 

But Fortune snatch'd the gilded mask away ^ 

And forc'd the hidden sorrow into day :— 
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Expos*d me to the taunting sneen of Asst 
Who, lessened bj mjr tri u nqjfes, ware mj Ibes; 
And strew'd mj name^ with unrw uittiii g ngt. 
Upon the morning* s foul and tainted page* 

D in laughter will my fate bewail. 

And antic B triumph in the tale. 

Now let her triumpfa ! But Oie doae may 'Come, 

WheaChristie'shamraershallpronoanceberdooBi: 

That magic symbol, whose CSroean «it, 

Will from these wfdla mrice ev'i^charm depoit i^^ 

Tear all tliek gay and costly Ua fp pin gs^own^ 

And scatter than ^oughout &e greedy town* - 

'^ Ye glittVic^ Iustre»! whose refiecting ray. 
Charmed wond'ringnght with all the glate oi day^ 
Perhaps it may be your disgraceM doom 
To decorate some vile assembly^«ooiii. 
Thou chrystal Bp^irror ! whose ^san^parent iaoe^ . 
With gratitude retum'd the frequent ^gxaoe 
To ^ev'f y belle and beau that glanc'd aside. 
To snatc^i the faithfol image of their pride i 
Who knows, but in some city tavern plac'd> 
To glutton eyes you may reflect the feast ? 
Some piirse-pTOud cit who, tir'd of foggy air. 
Deserts OUi Broadr-street for St.Jame&'h'Square, 
May press this 4owny couch and loU in yonder 
chair. 



Of .S<sre«andl>resden ! whcare will you be lost ? 
No more from you will sav'ry incense rise. 
To wak^ the sense to evening sacrifice ; 
O'er some oldsEashion'd, gawdy chimney plae'd,. 
Your owner, ble^s'd with wealtl^ but void of taste. 
May leave your beauties to the^dust a prey, 
And hide your colours from the light of day. ' 
*f e sflken sctfas ! gay in sti*eaky dress 
^Of various edlcmrs, in ithat daA i-eeess 
Wfil yM b« hkl ? In psOtry mamm dy'd, 
ITiQU mdy becetM the teatiiers only pride. 
ISuit gawdy bftd,. wkh fiiUcen fi^age adQra'4> 
Whtre I've so oft been courted and been saom'c^ 
To some not distant yan mag^ be convey'd/ 
To serve the purposes of niglitly trade ! 
"There flie rank hosteiss will be sure to say, 
^ftnthat soft down tlie proud "fcdndta lay. 

'^ Such is my fate, — and such the sad rewards 
Of Folly, Fashion, Vanity, and Cards. 
Oh then fafewel, ye gay, much-Iov'd delights, 
^e days of pleasure, tmd ye festive nights, 
Mife ribboYi'd steed, — flie vamisli'd tis-a-vis. 
The "figtfre xft the dame of quality :■*-- 
ifh^ eMR^jM^firrhig pltsn6, ^«plBii£ld.dAKB, 
*I>Me,'9mp^, «ad GsmnMo^ . 

M 3 
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Thatoftythnmgbotttthewoiid'ringtownhasslioDe; 
Parcwel ! — V'ainbtta's occupation's gonb." 



** I cannot express/' said Don Cleofas, 
" the pleasure which this poetical treat has 
afforded me. — If, however, there is no re- 
ligions Inquisition in this country, there is 
surely a moral one, which a man of fashion 
and a scholar, if he so pleases, may exercise 
in his study; — and though it is not 
allowed to employ instruments of torture, 
it can exercise a scourge with a very 
isensible severity. At the same time, I am 
ready to acknowledge, that, with all my reli- 
gious prejudices, I am disposed to prefer that 
where the Muses are the inquisitors. — You 
will, however, be so good as to explain to 
me the meaning of an expression, which 
a grandee of Spain may, perhaps, be ex- 
cused from not being qualified to compre- 
hend.:— I do not understand the notion or 
character which is intended to be conveyed 
by the words vtdgar gteah — which you 
pronounced; as I presume, after your sati- 
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rical exemplar." — *' I will instantly obey 
your commands," said Asmodeus, " and 
give you the precise meaning and appli- 
cation of these terms, as they may be 
translated from the mind which has 
adopted them with such an happy irony. 

** The vulgar great are those persons of 
xank and fortune who^ contented with a 
wise maintenance of their dignity, pleased 
with domestic society, and looking only ta 
public esteem from the active exercise of 
private virtue, have not the spirit to prac- 
tise those vices, nor the taste to engage in 
those follies which end in ruin. — On the 
contrary, the fashionable great, to pursue 
the strain of sarcasm,, are those persons in 
the higher ranks of society, who sacrifice 
to the follies of the present moment^ the 
comforts, to say no worse, of their fiiture 
years ;— Who will squander away immense 
sums in furniture, equipage, personal deco- 
.^ation, and munificent entertainments, to 
4icqiure a leading^ importance in the fash- 
ionable world for a £ew wint^s i<^when. 
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r*^^;.: 0-e $:)v.>e$ of those vrho have 
: > r,K rr ^Ttrxva^nce, and in «he niidst 
^^*^ it, t;>n^f^M its condQsion^ they ^i3r« 
X\;r<:t^«>5 fine, and are remembered cmi^ 

^ Ar-xi iww/ tontinaed'Asmodeus, « I 
i^i^t «Ur«it ron to observe the chariot 
tK:il J^»$»5; nFMfly by us:~the geirtletnan 
>^ Jk^ fc «MecI in H, is a «ttrgeon rf emi- 
m^uce^ but his prindpa! repataticm arises 
frvMt^ hb nn.ttn«n!cal sKH and experfericB. 
A^ a pt^iica) {vrofesmr his merit is 'by no 
n)fNm$ ^.> nmrersally acknowledged, fib 
b \<H> fv^ndof i^ftnithig s}'stemst)f his own, 
or adoj^if^ji: ^och as are so^;ested to fmft 
bv others xvhiJe the low of bunting down 
Vhimrgk^l paradoxes, by ^Ihe powerfri np- 
plictrtion of his anatomical science, has feti 
him into errws, ^4iich threaten the very 
Sttf^crstrnctnre tf his profi^sstoiTEA renown, 
and will rnnse it to eraporate tiifffh fiimseff. 
WewHl, however, r e if Aei fm genitis^ -ft*- 
genius lie certainly possesses, ^hbserrtettt 
to oku morning^ *iniisement, tmd proc^ te Q 
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invmediafeely to the apartment where the 
^aiKmrs af it are displayed in .all the glor^ 
-t^ 'pTdfe^oBd ostentatidwii/— -As they ar* 
'«red -lit his door, the chariot of the Ana* 
'tomint "dro^^ up to it, and they folkwed 
'h\U\ yfkh all the eoie of their inv]«ible 
state, into the museum, which contains 
this fncignlfioent collectioa of anatomical 
pr^9fnrtftioiis. 

As 4hey errtered the ro»in, ** Your T«or- 
^lip^ liorrof of large bottles," said Doiih 
•Oeofa*, "^^ i«, I jjerceive, at an^end:— -Yoo 
^^^a^rnly have no 2{{]f)rehensi«tt^^f betog 
"COrk^d Bp «g»ii^ or you would nei^er h&ve 
-^etitdt^ fnto a [^iace, wbich brings to mty 
>em€n^)mnoe the §ar!«t of the msgomxt, 
"iifhere l%ad ifhe-hofiocrr df oonrnvenctYig a 
iMteiiflshrp, which has teto ^90 ad^^antagefc- 
^et» antl 8d%htfttl to me.^ *^ ThonU to 
-inj frteftd," replied th« UteiMdti, " I caii 
fewwrffne tlie fedtfteets^Df these ^wige phfolb 
without the least fetr 'of ^jeooming iflie 
%ihaWte[tit of atty of rihrem*. Sut to pik)beed 
"totjnr bttsifttss." 
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** The heart, which is in part ossified^ 
belonged to a celebrated lawyer, who could 
aid injustice and support right, — protect 
innocence and screen guilt, with the same 
temper and equal satisfaction. He had"" 
no sensibility left but for one object, — and 
that was his fees. 

^^ Those eyes, ail dim as they now are^ 
were basilisks in their day, and subdued by 
their glances, aU who came within their 
influence ; — but they were formed to in- 
spire wanton passion instead of chaste af*- 
'/ection,*— so that the fair lady to whom 
they belonged, was married by a debauched 
man of fashion, as the only means of pos- 
sessing her ; and who, having satiated his 
^.passions, treated her with the most morti- 
fying indifference during the rest of her 
life* Those eyes, therefore, were reduced 
at last, to the melapqholy, and almost con- 
tinual office of weeping oyer t):}at misery 
whid) they had occasipned* 

^^ I naust now request you tp.fay<>ur. that 
ear with your particular attention >«-0]> 
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serve, I beg of you, its uncommon size, 
and the singular extension of its aperture. 
Afas, how matty cumbrous volumes might 
be filled with the scandal and falsehoods 
which have been swallowed by that greedy 
organ. — If you look at it with a ifiore 
miaute examination, you will perceive that 
a very peculiar kind of valve occupies its 
passage, and it is this uncoilnmon circum- 
stance which renders it one of the most 
valuable curiosities of this collection. By 
this extraordinary and anomalous addition^ 
it possessed the faculty of shutting and 
opening itself at pleasure; so that, while it 
could glut the malignant heart of the per* 
son to whom it belonged, with the failings 
and misfortunes of mankind, it could, by 
closing in an instant, avoid the pain of 
receiving into it, the wounding praise of 
approred virtue^ and the mortifjring tale of 
merited happiness, 

^<This extraordinary ear is joined, as 
yoa may discover, by a kind of vermicular 
pipCy to a tongoe^ wbose diminntive ap^ 
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^ppeananoe is not, at first, reoondileable ta 
(he fact of thieir having belonged <o the 
9afne head ; but the truth is/ that while the 
ibriner was enlarged aad mfiated, b; the 
oontimiml e&ercise of hearing and listeniitg 
to the current accdunts of iahricalin^ 
£ilsehood» insidious -maUce, or eiu^ggeratif^ 
^lly ; the latter was {K^portiaDayy dimi- 
lushed, in the nevier-oeasing e&ercifie of 
repeating them." 

'*^ Your inforn^tton/' said Don Cleafafltf 
*^ is equaUy earious ftnd rioterestii^ ; bift 
you have not Qxf^lained to ^iiie, the m% of 
that happy person, to ^Jriom ibk fniraou-^ 
lous ear and dioiinished tongue keiong|ed/i 
;*^ By ieacanuuii^ * the lo^er fiart ofMJM) 
Ibrnner/' rjspKed the Demon, '':you ^U 
discover a small orifioe whi^ was bored 
thei^e to support aa* eaf^rii^,; and diat is 
"IHI "ornaioent wlfiiehcfustom has ^&9t yet 
permitted to be worn by ih^ -mtn of ikn 

'' NotMtIg ^ « .4s:Qdwledgetir atMtomjf^ 
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" • ♦ • 

<]B*H>^5 (>r thftt int»ilivepenMrfiti(>B, which 

i naturally possess^ could 'difscover that th^ 

sftitirnge dhriveNdd bbgect, in the pbi&l be- 

Ibne AiSj is another spteimeti of the homsn 

h^art. ^ k OfBoe anifn^ed, if ito ifrmeitiUe 

i^n^otions could be oalkd dniitiation^ tb^ 

&atiie of. a be>^ who$6 ii^bole bappiDe^ 

\%^!as oehtercd m theaccuftiulfttien <^ uselesi^ 

we&hh. No one act df hfe Hfe evfer made 

Ihte^ye to sparkle with joy, or loosdned 

<feef6ngiie in acc^irts <rf gratitude.--<Taitl 

•%^as Ibe TOle object of bi^ Kfe ; and lA 

eibllaibing it, he waai^iiti feeling, crtiel, and 

Insatiable.*— He did ncrt ditn at acquiring 

%€falth by the honouttible progi*ess of vi^- 

ttio^ indnstry, or what may be ca^lSd th^ 

ppttdent risks of adiMsntufous 43o«»merce,-— 

but in finding the po<ir*-^4i;i preying «tpo<l 

the tiecesfial^es, and watching if^^ith an 

harpy's eye, to profit by the ^istresses^ of 

ifia fdlow-creata«s.--'His hea^*t, fmm * 

txmtinual state of contraction, became, at 

ie^igth, incapableof performing tlvose funo- 

Vions tK4)^ich sustain life 9 and Mihen he died. 
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it wa# fowud m the ^timelkd state iqiwhich 
you ndw hehoM it. 

*• By way of . cop tra&t, in a .moral as well 
as philosophical view, the anatomist ha^ 
very jcujiiciously placed, beside it^ another 
preparation of the hearjt, . ^hich wears a 
very difl^rent form i.n.4eath, a^ it^ piQ^es6e4 
a difiereQt nature in.UfQ. In its present 
state and ^Vire^ you see it almost with the 
same exteripr.appe^ra^ce as it bore when it 
yras)endued with tho^e sensibilities which 
rendered, the ov^ner of it one of the best 
pf men. His days were gilded by one 
con^nt and steady- light of benevolent 
.virtue : — ^To make ethers iha^ppy was the 
gf^nif^object; oft his ambition, and hisiheart 
Ava3 continually expanded, with the delight* 
iul sensations of doing good. If, however, 
you examine it with atteotion,. ^yqii wiU 
observe a con§i^rable fissure: which passes 
\across it, and thai cirQumstanee causeil the 
death of him in whose breast it. dwelt <— 
Some very sudden, unexpected, ftnd cruel 
strokes of ill . fortune^ redact hixa from 
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wealth to penury ; and when, in 4b« hour ^ 
of his adversity, he found hinoSsdf forsaken 
by those whom he had raised to prosperity^ 
bis noble heart felt only one pang, but 
that was intolerabb, fbr it. then bur^t 
with indignation at the ingratitude of 
mankind* ^ 

^^ This bottle contains a gall-bladder of 
uncommon dimensions* Many a stream 
of redundant bile has flown from thence, 
and, mingling with the blood, produced no 
small quantity of envy and jealousy/ ^t 
belonged to a certain painter, who was 
never able to discover the least merit in 
any works but those of his own laborious- 
penSil : — It is of a much -larger size even 
than its companion,— "which was tSken 
from the body of an antiquated coquette, 
who passed the last twenty years of her life ^ 
in the malicious employment of inventing 
falsehoods, propagating scandalous stories, 
and sowing dissensions among her ac* 
quaintance. 

<' In that phial of a green hue, there is 
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a veryH^ttrious pteparation of that part of 
Ae hamaaa body, cdied the sfrieoa. il is 
of a very irregulBr form, and belonged taa 
Duchess. Tim diseases of it were of «och 
a stiange natiuc, as to make the afflicted 
lady imagine that she was a green fieid, 
with a floclLpf sheep grazing upoa it; and 
to sickly was the imf^maiioxa, attendant 
upon her disorder, that she used frequently 
to ay put £nom the psin whit:h miS occa^ 
sioiied, as s;he aopppsed, by the aoioiala 
nmbling ^ g^ass that grew jipm her* 

** This tongue, which yosi may ohsenrii 
to he boti^-combed at the: root of it» 
oocoped die mouth of a famous .papular 
preacher, iffaose fanatie ekiqii^Ree drew 
qrowds of hearers after hun, but whose life 
was one continual mockery of the doctrines 
which he taught. — He iived an hypoorite^ 
and died a bla^hemer/' 

" Its companion, howcv^'/' said the 
Count, *' seems to be free from any similar 
imperfection, and may, therefore, be sup* 
posed to have been the organ Of truth and 



tvi$doo>«'^ *^ Yott waj be »w«rec^" an* 
3wered Asmocfeus^ *^ that ncntber lies, nor 
calumny, nor sQ{jliistry, nor folly, were 
ever uttered by it, for it was t^ken from thi 
body of a yoni^ man who had been dumb 
from his birih. 

<* This shelf/' continued theJDemqn, *' i$ 
entirely appropriated to specimens of the 
human brain, and a. fine coUec^ipii there is 
of them. 

^^ On a minute exaiiik»tion oi the first 
of these curiosities, you will discover it^ 
be mariied with a great variety of n,umera| 
figures. It occupied the skull of a faeaous" 
calcuklori who^ after much indefatigabie 
study, h^d formed a certain and never- faiU 
iugplanof suecessin stock -joblMngai^sti^ter 
gambling: — it endedt however, in reducitig 
him to poverty ; and, ^hich is slill wors^ 
involving many cred;iik>tts» uf>refleeliJ9g 
people in his ruin. 

*' The second, wbich is of so^ smaH 
diiTjjen^ons, as to m^ike oive suppose it to 
have been the property of ^n infant^ be^ 
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longedy nevertheless, to a man who was, at 
least, six feet high. He was an ingenious, 
and very voluminous author; but as he 
bad written much more than he had ever 
read, the evaporations of his brain were not 
sufficiently supplied by (he influx of new 
ideas, so that, it was, at length, reduced to 
the slender substance in which it now pre- 
sents itself before you." 

** The contents of the next phial," said 
Don Ckofas, *^ appear rather like the folds 
of Brussels lace, than any part of the 
human body.*' *^ That is another argu- 
ment," answered Asmodeus, *^ in favour of 
the opinion, which has been advanced by 
some philosophers, that the brain derives 
its form, in some measure, from the pre- 
vailing tendency of the mind ; as the lady 
who once owned the anatomical specimen 
under our consideration, if I may so ex- 
press myself, actually lived upon dress. 
She was a woman of large fortune, which 
she wholly employed in the exterior deco- 
rations of her person. Milliners, mantua- 
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makers, hair-dressers, perfumers, jewel- 
lers, &c. furnished all her pleasures. But 
from adhermg too rigidly to the regulations 
of fashfon, and wearing a slight spring 
dress, when. April happened to be as severe 
as January, she caught a violent cold 
which ended in her death. Some particular 
circumstances attending her disorder occa- 
sioned the dissection of her, and on open- 
ing the cranium, the singular appearance 
of the brain tempted the operating surgeon 
to purloin it, and to cheat the worms of 
that delicious part of their banquet. 

*' The adjoining bottle contains the 
largest specimen of the collection ; and, 
which is very singular, it was taken from a 
person who was supposed to have no brains 
at all ; — for he lived and died an ideot. 

" The last, which I shall offer to your 
notice, possesses all the marks of a violent 
inflammation, which, in fact, occasioned 
the death of the celebrated orator to whom 
it belonged. It was, indeed, more or less, 
the disorder of his life, for his eminent 
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.^ivv '-.v-. %cm. i^iuixnsL ^ Sttle use to 

; >;.'% ji '^ ;wi^ ^r^mnr^, iu :^ headstrong^ 

...v;.r v>*.-: ^j>«OTftL his isiboogbts and 

.*^*». *>v >^ .^•ju'icwaei'.iii.ljfc, lus reasoa 

^* ^wvws >x . >^ ^ >ir .ai. o^iUQie itsSbosussion to^ 

x^-«^* s:^'-t. A« m»mtu sacoeededi, fronv 
vuc\. ^^ « ; i^r« numihti d" ^deplorable 

^v.^K'^t i; rvrivruiatt tiu: lesra:^ xaf laoinan 
4..^^ ^ <;)v. >^vv:s^«iii^ ^ccmsrattotts hare 

ir\* *v^ur'aui>ii. Biu the rj?e xums avaj 
wti. hornx iroa. the nv]aou.d heUve us, 
ip^hvr 10 ilv numii ^spedsctoc, who is not 
nl^iiuralet. h » p^iWbss^oiiai inst^fciibflilT, pne- 
«ei^t5 nr ^liivvtu^ nuiaumciu of "human 
nu>-Ui'i:v, Tiie ^^ciilts tiwu. tbrm the only 
dccoTiitious x^f it. pi»sess a moriin ii^ ioid 
p-i^lv miLuirmitv ; and iiowevcr varied -or 
distingiihslted their ciiaracters may hcoe 
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been m life, they all wear the same com* 
mon complexion of death. 

^ This was the scull of an hlgliwayman, 
who sufTered at the gallows, — and that be- 
longed to an alderman who was choaked at 
a fea^t. The next was a beauty, who, 
when excess and drssipation had destroyed 
her charms, endeavoured to restore them 
by the application of art : — the false teeth 
are still seen to occupy the naked jaw. 
Its immediate neighbour was a professed 
prude of forty-five, who, having a sodden 
call down stairs, ^ter she had prepared 
herself for bed, and, hurrying along in 
great haste, lest any of the servants should 
see her in a night-cap, her foot was unfor- 
tunately caught in the matting which 
covered the passage, and she fell down the 
cellar stairs. The bruises she received on 
tfaebccasion proved incurable, and here -her 
head .is exposed to the gaze of every eye, 
not even in a night-dress, but as bald as 
death can make it* — ^The rest on the same 

VOL. uu K 



1-?^ ier"s^ z^sm r»o sticks 



vk> fivcd iQ laxuryj 
•.irrnxnrx n i Ljum^ or |Med in wafipt.. 

' r^BK 3ciir .flnHEdbiKiy aixMFe the last, 
^ ^^lun^j WBTtnifit Vr afcti c R who lived by 
Stisr «rcji^ — anu mitiia who got 



ttriK 302. WMjr. is Ibe scidl of a 



trc V Tc. ottur ■■rr iMCJurwfii l attempts 
tt ^ ^»ss^ .1 hiwn I ■dUt praficsBiQn, becaine 
Ui^ <^^!^ ^^ a h— Cf WmiKj and lost his 
aiif A .agwa.5Tg die wpwlitinw of a com* 
aica jcr«ai|Bec ThatL hf its side^ was 
£:uai £: a Fnn» ia one of the western 
ccKSBrtksL aai b v i |nrfffJ to have fadonged 
to a DtMBshodfaor rfdblinrtam* The next 
hoBSw as wo niKt percnre, a sfloall hale in 
the firoQt of iC wtuch was made by the 
operadoQ ol a buBet in a dad between an 
Irish gentlenHBi and a Sooldi cffioen The 
dispute arose firom the hn^ghter of the 
fimner, when the latter oompaird the di- 
mate of £diid> wgh to that of Naples. — ^It 
is^ however, the Scotchman's scoU whidi is 
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now before you. The last of them was 
the upper part of a dragoon, who in a mock 
fight, at a review, was thrown from his 
horse, and found a real death. 

" Those which are stationed on the next 
row, belonged to a young man of fortune, 
who broke his neck, by a fall from his 
phaeton; — one of his own grooms, who 
was killed by the kick of a stallion,— and a 
stage coachman, who was. shot by the 
guard of the coach instead of an highway- 
man who attacked it. 

*' Above these is an attorney, who, hav- 
ing intoxicated himself with brandy, on 
gaining a cause for a band of smugglers, 
lost his life by falling into the cellar of an 
old ruinous house, which he had been em- 
ployed to indict as a nuisance but the day 
before; and, by his side, is one of his 
many clients, whom his professional villa- 
nies had brought to beggary, and a broken 
heart. 

" The scull which sits alone on the top, 

|nd forms the apex oF this ghastly pyramid, 

N 2 
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c tt*;"^ its S'jperior appointment to the im- 
r./.s^ of pr.-^fessional pride. It was once 
:rvi: hriji of a surg-eon, who distinguished 
1 iT-st-'f £> zn i.>penitor in this place ; and 
K .iT o'n-'y^^-^ven to a5;sst in stealing a body 
froT s b.:r\:ni: nround, in the environs of 
this c^T^\ ccu^t z patrid fever of the dead, 
i:^i ^^::»3 hin^ise^f. — To extend the poor 
r'vnnV iru.:o:Tikil utility to the utmost, as 
xxv'] ^ to do his remains all possible 
hc^r'v^i'jr, ihe professor himself dissected 
h:rri. in.^ r,>iv^e this museum, which he had 
en:iv"?x\^ br his kbours, the sepulchre of 
h:5 K^r^esL His sen!!, as you may perceive, 
e ^"V5 iV<^ iT>o>t elevated station in it 

** Th':5: sieloton,"^ said the Demon, as he 
li^n^Cvi to :he opposite ade of the room^ 
** t,:oivh now so hare and ghastly, was 
crce t**e fa\Tvunte child of fashion, — the 
grs;^v of e\ ery elegant assembly, — and the 
Ciiament of every polite circle. — In the 
annals of birth dav si^lendour. Ins name is 
pre eminently rea^rdetl ; and those of his 
contemporaries, who are now living, when 
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they wish to express their dislike of mo- 
dern frippery, describe the costly magnifi- 
cence in which he was wont to be arrayed. 
But where is now — 



'' The platned hat with point (TEspagne adorn'd— 
" The velvet coat with massive 'broidery gay,— 
" The rich brocaded vest witi) glist*ning fringe^ 
*' The sword, with chas'd embossments, all of gold, 
'^ And perake of innamerable curls ; 
** Where are they now ?— these naked bones proclaim^ 
The gay Myrtillo*s occupations gone :*' 



t( 



*' His bones, however, seem to perpetuate 
the ruling passion of their former master ; 
they maintain a kind of public station, and 
add to the parade of this with-drawing- 
room of death. 

** The skeleton, which occupies the 
same case, was once a gigantic monkey.— 
He asked not the tailor for clothes, nor the 
mercer for silk, nor the perfumer for es- 
sences : — He was content with the only 
coat that nature gave him : — and now, my 
good friend, permit me to ask you, who 
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zrc mniWM in the nkMies of anatomicrf 
dist'octioii, — what is tbedUfereooe betwe^i 
the bmte and the bean ?* 

** But what figure is this," excbimed 
Don CleofaSy ^' for I perceive the bones 
of foor-footed beasts and birds, and even 
tisbes, as well as those of the human 
species?** 

" It is/ answered the Demon, *' the 
anatomy of an animal, called a jaekall ; 
which is fabulously said to be the purve3K)f 
of the lioU; and to possess the faculty of 
guiding the voracioiis saviige to his prey. 
The skeleton beside it was, for a time, the 
procuress of a certain lord, famous for his 
libidinous passions, and infamous for the 
manner in which he gratifies them. This 
woman lived on a very islender alld^^ance 
from him, and his usual promises of in- 
creasing favour I'—she, therefore, died in 
extreme poverty ; and, so far was her em* 
ployer from considering her past setvicei 
vith regard ; that he not btilj refused td 
be at tht trifling e.Hp6nse of providing hef 



with a ^decent burial, but even advised bis 
Vftlet-de^-dbambre^ for the tiribe of a few 
gaineas, to convey her body to this anato- 
mical Golgotha. * 

" By way of uoifoiimity, is placed on the 
apposite side o( the room, the skeleton of 
a bird, ivhich, even in its present state^ 
seems to piissess the voracious aspiect of its 
livixig natore. — It was a vulture, and close 
to it are the perfect bones pf one of its own 
species, which wore an human form, and 
was called a gambler*. After having, for 
some years, fattened in the ruin of others, 
he was at length ruined hin3self ; and, be* 
ing so reduced as to have no other means 
by which he oould raise a small sum to try 
once more the chance of fortune, he sold 
his body to the master of this place ; 
which, on his death, was duly claimed ; 
and, after serving the put^se of a public 
lecture, has added to the furniture of this 
gallery. 

^ But although common humanity may 
be woonded, and the natural reverence 
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^ M.n tvC ihe dead may be 

X ,Mv*ra:ions of this place^ — 

. ^ ' vv ^rulsanrictl skill, which 

N. , . . ■ i-r t:ie beoefit of man- 

^^'caTwteul by them. 

, -sv ^ . , i v>*'tn^er,'^ said Don 

?- ^,v • ..*;tc excited, as to the 

- : ' ' v^<^ cunoas sobjeds have 

, - v^», A^wTrJing to your 

^ ^ V ^1 Tr;ii:> hrvcfbmished 
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its grave ; and, it is well known, that a 
Duke, who had twenty thousand pounds a 
year, when living, has been sold for twenty 
guineas after he was dead ; while a piece of 
lead, a log of wood, or an heap of stones, 
occupies his place in the magnificent mau« 
soleum of his ancestors. — fiut we will now 
quit the curious remains of the dead, and. 
seek a more pleasing entertainment among 
the living." 

As they crossed the square for that. pur* 
pose, the Count observed that a short convert 
sation, had just taken place between twogen^^ 
tlemen, .one of whom {possessed the easy air 
of. perfect contentment, and the other ex- 
pressied) both by his looks and actions, the 
dejection . of despair. On expressing his 
wish to know the subject of this confcr 
rence, " the shortest way to satisfy you,'* 
said the Demon, ** will be. to repeat it.** 

" ' You look very melancholy, my. good 
friend ;— What is the matter ?' 

" * Why, to tell you the truth, I. have an 

amiable wife and seven fine children.' 

k3 
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•• * Then yoo are melancholy with joy, 
f suppose ; —these are blessings^ my dear 
friend — these are blessings.* 

•* * So they vould be, if I had not lost 
to yourself and others, at a gatning- table, 
what ought to have maintained them ;^-^ 
nay, what in fact, was their property and 
mheritance.* 

** * Pooh ! — ^nonsense-^is that all ? — ^The 
worse luck now, the better another time.' 

** * But I have lost the very means of 
ever putting myself again in fortune's way. 
I am ruined past redemption.' 

u < Why, to be sure, if that is the case, 
I have no great consolation to offer you j 
s*o 1 wish you a good mornmg.* 

" Thus it is that the hawk parleys with 
the pigeon, whose piFfered plumes add 
softness to the nest in which he reposes. 

" But we must proceed elsewhere,*' said 
t!he Demon, — and thty were instantly 
perched in a balcony of a distant street 

"The two gentlemen,** continued be, 
•* whom you see in the elegant library im* 
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mediately within j'our vie\v, have just set^ 
tied a matter, as it should seem^ of the first 
imt>ortAnce, though sot without a consider'^ 
able deigree of previous altercation. — You 
mfty. perceive by their general appearance, 
anfd Other exterior cincamstatKes, that they 
$^ persQQs i6f 4he fir^ rank. 

*\ Thie elder of them in the father of a 
yd«ng lady to whom 4be other is to be 
matfrieti tofnofrow ; and the matter in dis* 
f^tt bet^eefci them relates to a ckcan%« 
atatic0 of -the approachu\g .oefemony, of 
whil^h it lis impossible for you to form the 
^o^t diataM conjecture, without a more 
imnute a<^4iaintance \(rith the fashionable 
etiquettes of . (his country tb^n you caa 
pbssibly possess*^ — ^The fact ifi, that the 
yoMDg BohleiBan ^she$ th^ marriage to be 
O0kiditf)t&d . without {parade. When it ia 
0V4Mr» he fMtp<^sea to conduct his bride t6 
hi0/hoi(9e ia a neightouriag aquare, and to 
b^gitt Ibetr ^)Ole|tk caleoir with as little 
Ibrm aa if ihi^ h&d fafs^ advanced ten 
ydura ia it;-*-Xo tkk the dd Lor^, whp h^k 




ijfi tif.rit, 
h'f.n « tbve to 

♦"i'W no common 
Mroiijfly urged their 
i!<»i»uffimat« the nojitNds, m 
i'f'iilrAry to the eMBbtkbed 
'i i'ti, (iitil abfolfltety degrade 
c<in<!(trnocl in them, to 
• TUo fintiire bridegroom tfaou^ 
cuMoKi »n(>re honoured in the bicMfa 
lit tilt) ubMfvanoe.— He tteted the 
rHoy ol' exhibitlog s young woman in her 
liiUiulion abiig an hundred mtfes^ ef an 
high r«»d to the quizzing o!f^post-boy% 
tiNlltm, wnitwi, and chamber- nMijd»at every 
•tHi( vhcr« they migtu thatige'hotvea^-as 
wril an the hn propriety of addingto Iheagh 
tat ion of 9(Nrtt!)i which i« naittral ti» a puie 
•iuK')MHt\> nu»d on such an occasioD, tho 
£ui)(a« am)^ hotiy of » kMig» jottmej.— .Nop 
m« any ar|(wnient urged m oppdntioii'io 
an atNH^^x'nKiM iw»d«d aa rcal^dieacf 
atni )^\t(Ml aenaei^hut that penona of aanii 
Aiki («v>4iiwi ahM^a so onlof t<»r»aAar ttan 



marriage .ceremony, and that, therefore, the 
adoptfon of t-he costom is' indispensable.. — 
Nay, tire oid coxcomb of a father was fool 
enough ..ta. declare, that he should be 
asbaihed td read an account of their wed- 
ding in^ the newspapers, but with the 
ad^tioiiii of the bride and bridegroom hav- 
ing, aet off 16 para the honey ^ moon in the 
oountry. — He has> at lengthy gained hia 
point, though noe without some unpleasant 
fisalings at the old-fashioned ecGentricity of 
bis futbresoo-inlaw; nor does the laltei 
submit to the proposition, without a per- 
fect eontem^ of the crfd Lord's foUy, and a 
delerminatioh ibal it shall" be the only 
Occattfon on^ which he will sabmitto it. 

'* But I see two other gentlemen/' said the 
&j>unt, ^^in^ large rboni of the^houseopposite 
to us, who are- actually engaged in-a confe<i» 
rence that appears to ^pvoduo? no common 
agitation in ewe of tbem.-^Hsivetkegoodi 
ttfcss to explaiii; th* subject of iti ** That/* 
Ipejilied the Devil,:/' is sk scene of the most 
at^0ddw-ik)9«ssiice> and the y^qnger. ami 
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teBser man oT tibe two, is amvr adiog upon 
as ^rty a princtple as ever vms piaotised by 
a Jew broker or pettifo^^mg allc»^ey^ 
and pnoves how «don axnaa in^a inMic 
efiloe loses that vendibility wbidi Is so 
onianienCal to the imnd,*^and' thai sense 
of honour widdh ought to be. tbe dia^ 
ttngWBhiii^^ as k is fans > ennobling dnriio- 
teristic in -every situation. The «nan vfho 
stands with his back to t(he file, and 
stretehes up his little, liteaiH miser^te 
^ire into iibportance, very lately pos- 
sessed a piaoe of some importance in the 
ceoondary dass of government <ol5ces ^--* 
feom which he has been diBmisaied in eom^ 
mon with the admiotstration. of whom he 
fortned a part. 

^^ Among 1ms subordinate du^ wdl 
that of beitiig treasure te a ttertain f«nd» 
raised among the members of |^veftame»t» 
by a settled per rentage on thf inoome ^ 
tbeir respective pkUses, to paiy persons to 
irrite in support of their m^itor^s, in th^ 
public papei6| <3t othorwise^ mA to teussh 



IN £NOLANt)» 17§ 

ful in whatever way may be rcqtiifecl of 
them, according to the measure and makne 
of their respective talents. 

*' The gentleman^ who you have ob- 
served as speaking with some degree of 
agitation, is a Kterary man of some cha- 
racter, and who is come to request the 
payment of his last half-year's salary, which 
was due before the ministry, by whom he 
was employed, had quitted their situation. 
He well knew that the fund from which 
he was to be paid, was specifically appro* 
priated, that his salary was set agamst his 
name in the list of those who were to be paid 
out of it, and that, of course, it wasreservable 
to him. — What, therefore, must have been 
his surprise, — when, after several pkiful 
attempts to evade the payment of the 
money, which he found no difficulty In 
baffling, — he was told, that the ftmd on 
which he claimed was exhausted ; that if he 
had come sooner he would have been paid } 
but that he must now take the consequences 
ofhis own negligence. The reiason assigned^ 



/ 
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in the first place^ is a falsehood; — for the 
ex-commis knew that he had diverted this 
very money from its legitimate object to 
very mean and disgraceful purposes. 

'^ That this ill-treated man is possessed 
of considerable abilities, is proved, by his 
being employed in a character where con- 
siderable abilities are esseiitial to its duties. 
/That he was loyally zealous in the cause 
which he had undertaken to support, — 
was ever ready to obey the commands of his 
superiors, and always to be found at his 
post, is equally true. — And as to the neg^. 
lect to which the injustice practised against 
him has been so falsely, and. so basely im-r 
puted, if his conduct on the occasion can 
deserve that name, it arose from a sense of 
decorum which never fails, to inhabit a 
well-ordered, enlightened,, and honourable 
mind, — He hesitated, to press forward, fou 
his stipendiary dues, at a, moment when 
they who were to pay them must necessa- 
rily be in a state of hurry, not to say of 
distress, from their compelled abandon-. 
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ment of power, — and, therefore, he did 
not make^his present visit, till he presumed 
that he could not interrupt more important 
concerns.— And thus he is treated/' — 

** There can be but one resulting opi« 
nion/ observed the Count, ^' from this 
little upstart statesman, — this ex-commis, 
as you call him, which is, that he is a de- 
cided scoundrel." — '* Not altogether so,'* 
replied Asmodeus.— ** For it is no uncom- 
mon practice in this self- deceiving, sophis- 
tical world, for men to separate their private 
from their public or professional cha- 
racters; — and it is no rare circumstance 
for a man to be rigidly honest in all his 
personal concerns, — who is a very great 
latitttdinarian in his morality, as a public 
character. 

^' This little personage whom yoo iee, 
has all the cdd honesty, and iMcnsfUe 
love of justice, wfaicb |^es i man in the 
world a £ur and fCspsctaUe cltaracter ; but 
there Ins nrtiie termtiates.^ — The fioe fi- 
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^vlinji hoArt, ane liotie o( his. — ^No tracfe*- 
tn.-^n kiuvks a second time at hk door tor 
^M?^ UotnmwU --The tQX*galherer is rega- 
U\\) (MuU^-^nd a dunritable centribotioD 
vx m>l ^nlw-ax-^ iloiitnl. — But, niiile he woold 
|v\t a j^TVHMn wIkwi he dismisses from his 
^l«Wc. w a «cullkm from 1ms titehen, to 
tht? UUH\$t kirihiiiir,— he suffers a imn of 
UiUn^ts, avJvaiwieil in lifc, whose character is 
a^ l^K'^n>o}o^ a$ iiis ow«, y^ho has virtaes 
whh^^ r,o wcwr f<>$i8e^$cti, and haa, withal, 
)t)h>W'.^ Uucr nby^ to quk his hou^e iu 
K^ij^ppointtiH^t aiid distress^ from the in- 
jwv >a hkh he inu?^t be sensible that he has 

^ l>at will not ibc }nstic3e of the ccmii^ 
tnC^ e\cUin^^l l>ow Qoofas, ** repair it ?'* 
*' Thc<e are cnpagotnents made in confix 
^cnocs*" ;an$.w<aTd the D^mon, ** preserted 
wiih «^cre$\% «^"id are incajwWe of proof. — 
T1>cne are niean$ of redness, — but as tJiey 
livay h^volve the l^ftme of a noblemaa to 
vho^ the injiired farty is wider soaae 
obligations^ he will detera^iae lo submit to 
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the loss, and the distress that accompanies 
it, rather thati tafce those tBeastrfes which 
may be thought to vrolate that decorum 
which ever regutetes the obligations of a 
sen^bte miiid. 

" The circutHstance h not only replete 
with mortification^ Ibrtft will be attended wJth 
very unpleasant consequences.— So certain 
was he of receiving the money, that he 
had engaged to repay with it a loan which 
had been advanced him by a frierrd, — who, 
when he assigns the t^ason why he must 
delay the payment, will consider it as an* 
evasive invention, from the impossibility 
that the ex-commis could be capable of 
aach an act of injustice. — ^This opinion he 
will incautiously mention, and some very 
good natured person will inform the tn- 
jurcd gentleman of the circumstance.-—^ 
He will, accordingly, notice the reproach! 
in such tervns as mu-t prOv4tice a coolness 
between him and his friend, and thereby 
deprive him of a connection, which added 
much to the comfort of his Kfe.^ 
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*^ As xhis c att fc& Bc l io die ex-placeman,'' 
mid Dca Cec3^s^ ^ fas ptodooed an insult 
OOL his b a ao uTy as weQ ss a violation of 
kb rigocsy azfii as die latter is not within 
aOT c^xoedf of the hv, it is to be pre- 
siaaed that this izTJaned gentleman will 
sake It a qoarrel of boDOur, and call the 
kte petty statesoEon to the appeal by which 
tlKJse quarrek are determined.'' '* O," 
sakitfae^De^ ^" he is ready enough for 
that, I assure yoo, — but he knows that it 
would not be accqited, — and that the ex* 
comoiis woold apply to the law^ upon some 
evaave principle^ for that protection which 
he has notspiritcsrhononrtogive himself, — 
while his fortune and circumstances would 
protect him in it; and thus oppression 
would be added to injustice. 

^' But I must b^ you to remark the 
gentleman who is now passing tlie house 
which has been the scene of my last lucu- 
braUon. He is another of those who 
knows how to reconcile private virtues 
with political immorality. He is a man of 
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Tfery large fortune, and remarkable for 
the exercise of those domestic qualities 
which render his home happy to himself, 
and to every one that forms a part of it. — 
He is an affectionate husband, a tender 
father, an indulgent master, a sincere 
friend, and in the private circle of his ac- 
quaintance displays the most amiable and 
winning manners. — Yet, as a political man, 
he has no hesitation in fomenting public dis- 
contents, holding himself forth as the 
leader of a mob, encouraging those asso- 
ciations whose tendency is to produce 
public disorder, exciting, under inflamed 
notions of liberty, the most dangerous 
spirit of licentiousness, and with a misdi- 
rected zeal for preserving the Constitution 
of the country, is continually engaged in 
promoting a wild, ungovernable spiritamong 
the lower and profligate classes of the 
people. — In short, he brings a very good 
character to assist a very bad cause.'* — • 
" But what,'* demanded the Count, '' shall 
we say to his understanding?*' ** Of 
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ibat/^ replied Asroodeos, '' you are as well 
qoakned to form a right judgment as my* 
8el£ There is no want of supernatural 
aid lodctennine whether, in his public con- 
duct, he deserves to be considered as a wise 
manor a fboL* 
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